
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
The Alton Society

held on Saturday 16th November 2019 in the
Alton House Hotel, Alton

Welcome and Presentation
Nicky Branch, Chairman of the Society, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.

Alton Society Award for Outstanding Services to Alton
The Chairman introduced the winner of this award, Martin Gibb, thanking him for everything he had 
done.   Martin was presented with a gift from the Hogs Back Brewery by Brian Good, who leads the 
Natural Environment group.

 Tree Warden Gift and Retirement
Jim Dickinson, who is retiring from his role of Tree Warden, was also presented with a gift in 
recognition of his important and long-standing contribution with thanks from the Alton Society and.
Jim reported that 80 out of 1000 tree reports remain to be completed, and he asked for a volunteer 
(male or female) to replace him.   He explained that Tree Wardens are trained by the Tree Warden 
Association; that there can be 1 or 2 wardens in each parish and 1 - 2 tree reports need to be made 
per week.

Ambrose Award 
As no suggestions were received this year, no award was made.  The Chairman invited nominations 
for 2020.  

1. Apologies for Absence
Jane Hurst, Pam Jones, John Pritchard, Helen Dudley, Tim Wishaw, Mike Biddiss, James Willis, Mr & 
Mrs Gardner, Jackie Slack & Don Hammond, Stephen Dolan, David Willoughby, Hazel Cantoni, 
Wendy Young, Keigh Kind, Judy Nicholls, Steve Hunt, Barbara Burfoot.

2. Minutes of 2018 Annual General Meeting
After a vote proposed by Mr Luath Grant-Ferguson, seconded by Mr Bob Booker, these were 
approved as a true record.

3. Matters Arising   
There were no Matters Arising.

4. Management Committee Reports
4.1   Chairman’s Report to Member 2019 – none this year.
4.2   Treasurer’s Report – document available to members at the meeting.  Any queries to be taken 

afterwards.

The Chairman thanked Peter Holden for all his work as Treasurer for the last 6-7 years, to a round of
applause from members.  He noted that the Society made a small profit on its bottom line in 2019.
Paul Horley requested that the Report be printed on both sides in the future.  
Karen Booker thanked the Committee for all the time and effort it puts in working for the town on
behalf of all of us, and that this should not be underestimated.

5. Adoption of Annual Accounts
The Accounts were formerly adopted by vote, having been proposed by Tony Cohen and seconded
by Jenny Griffiths.
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6. Election of Officers and Committee
The following were confirmed: 
Chairman – David Simpkins       Vice-Chairman – Bob Booker    Treasurer – Gill Cooper
Secretary – Vacant but C Palmer & B Booker will share.  Membership Officer – Bob Booker

The following having indicated their willingness to stand for election for the coming year, were 
proposed by Mr Dell, seconded by Mr Orme and duly elected to the Committee by a show of hands:

Brian Good, Louise Parker,  Rod Eckles, Penny Webster-Brown, Tony Cohen, Simon Stoodley, Carol 
Palmer, Michael Fawcett, Nicky Branch and Barbara Burfoot.

B Booker then confirmed that Alton Society Membership has reached 379 and that the Alton Society
is  now a member of  the umbrella  group for the Civic  Movement ‘Civic  Voice’.    He also invited
anyone who would like to join the Committee to introduce themselves to any of its members. 

7.  Previously notified business
Guest Speaker David Gray “The Future of Housing” having cancelled at the last minute, was kindly
replaced by Mark Penfold who presented on CALA’s proposals for the Coors Brewery site and his
own suggestions for enhancing the town’s links with the site and improving the public realm in those
areas.  He answered questions afterwards.  A straw poll showed a majority in favour of Mark’s ideas.

The meeting closed with Bob Booker warmly thanking Nicky Branch for his 3 year term as Chairman.
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