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from the Chairman
By David Simpkins

We continue to monitor all planning applications and bring 

the Society’s observations to the attention of the applicants 

and East Hants District Council (EHDC).

We have all seen many changes, not least in recent times. 

This year the management committee has recognised the 

need to foster even closer links with other organisations, 

promoting sustainability and an awareness of the need to 

‘Save the Planet’. I am sure this will be referred to in other 

articles in this newsletter. 

We intend to celebrate our 50 years at our Annual General 

Meeting to be held on 19 November 2022 at Alton Maltings. 

Please save this date and between now and then you will 

receive information and details of what is proposed. Alton 

Maltings is a fine location and is convenient for access 

and parking. 

The war in Ukraine has resulted in dispossessed Ukrainians 

joining the community in Alton and Four Marks. The Society 

is in touch with volunteers who are assisting them in their 

day-to-day needs and introduction to the community. This 

includes helping with educational and cultural assimilation 

by contributing to funding in what must be the most 

traumatic of situations for them. Through our grant system, 

finance is being provided for materials and other practical 

items needed by these volunteers. 

EHDC intends to consult with residents on its local plan 

in response to the government’s deeply flawed planning 

rules and brutal housing targets. Policies are changing 

and the local plan is the key planning policy document 

for areas outside South Downs National Park, with  a new 

consultation to be carried out towards the end of 2022. 

We maintain contact with our local MP Damian Hinds 

and appreciate the time he spends with us at meetings 

at which very robust views are aired. This local plan must 

respond to climate change needs. We are fortunate to 

have secured further professional and technical input from 

others highly qualified to assist in the Society’s response, 

on an ongoing basis. 

Some if not all of you will have seen the continued 

enhancement of the Flood Meadows amenity and its value 

to the community. New storage arrangements have been 

made for the equipment and materials needed by volunteers 

from time to time and we are grateful for the co-operation of 

Alton Town Council to enable this. 

Our membership numbers continue to be solid and increasing 

slowly. We all recognise that this Society, in common with 

all others of similar nature, needs new blood to facilitate 

and create succession. The management committee is 

taking steps to respond to changing conditions and needs, 

within our constitution,  to be reflected in our social media 

involvement and membership information available on  

our website. 

You will all be aware of the ‘Say No to Chawton Park Farm’ 

campaign, which by any standard has been a significant 

success. It continues to receive more and more support 

largely evidenced by increased signatories to our petition. 

We have provided financial assistance to the process led 

by Alton Town Council for the listing of the Deer Pales,  

a feature of historic and architectural value, at this special 

land.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our 

forthcoming AGM and I hope you enjoy the social aspect 

of the event to mark our half-century and to look forwards 

with continued positivity and dedication to dealing with the 

ever-increasing challenges facing us.

We postponed the celebration of our 50th anniversary until this year due to the pandemic 
and restrictions. The Society first met in December 1970 and was formed constitutionally in 
January 1971. Strictly speaking our 50th year was 2021. However we are determined to mark 
this milestone albeit a year late! 

welcome
Alton Now, the newsletter of the Alton Society, is normally published three times a year. We welcome articles, 
letters, poems and images pertaining to our town and its environment, so if you have anything to share for 
the next edition, do get in touch. Please note that the views of individual contributors to the newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the Alton Society.

www.altonsociety.org.uk
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By Bob Booker

Our spring event, which took place on 9th April 
this year, attracted the biggest turn out 
of volunteers ever!

Alton Society Litter Pick

NEWSLETTER OF THE ALTON SOCIETY    SUMMER 2022 3

Nominations are open for this year’s award for 
Outstanding Services to Alton.

The award is given by the Alton Society to those who have 
worked hard to make a difference in our town: through 
work, voluntary activity or both. A special panel is set up to 
pick a winner from those nominated. It includes members 
of the Society, ordinary members of the community, the 
Town Mayor and the former winner of the award. It can be 
given to joint winners.

All you need to do is put together 150 words with your 
nomination and send it to thealtonsociety@gmail.com

Don’t tell the nominee. It must remain confidential. 

The rules are on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk 
under ‘What we do’ then ‘Awards’. There are details  
of well-deserved past winners.  

We look forward to hearing from you.

The Outstanding Services to Alton Award for 2022

Contact Bob Booker on 07968 192 323 if further 
information is required.

76 adults and children took part in the Alton Society 
Spring Litter Pick, held in conjunction with the national 
Keep Britain Tidy campaign. The massive turn out 
meant we were able to cover the town centre, car parks 
and alleyways and many roads off, including Drayman’s 
Way, Basingstoke Road, Butts Road, Wilsom Road, 
Ashdell Road, King’s Pond and Mount Pleasant Road.
As in previous years, the main problem was discarded 
cigarette butts. Despite the many bins provided with 
panels to stub out lighted cigarettes, it appears some 
smokers continue to let down the town. 

Cans and bottles featured as well, but there were fewer 
plastic bags. The charge for these bags has reduced the 
number thrown away. When the government introduces 
a deposit return system on bottles and cans, that should 
also make a difference. 

The town’s car parks contained the most litter. In 
our opinion there should be more litter patrols by 
enforcement officers. If you agree, please write to your 
local district councillor about the problem. 

There is an increase in drug equipment such as plastic 
straws and nitrous oxide canisters.

We noted that litter bins in the town centre do not 
appear to be regularly emptied at the weekends. We 
have no idea why this is, as it didn’t happen under the 
previous litter-clearing contract.

The Alton Society would like 
to thank everyone: members 
and non-members, who turned out to help make Alton 
a town we can be proud of. We are also grateful to our 
partner groups for their assistance. 

We are particularly pleased to have the support of 
other local groups. These include Alton Climate Action 
Network; Alton Lions; Alton Herald; Ashdell Residents 
Association and the Church Triangle Residents 
Association. We are particularly grateful to Giles Lock of 
the Ashdell RA, who kindly provided an Easter egg for 
all the children who took part.

Thanks go to Alton Town Council for providing us with 
the litter picks, rubbish bags and help with disposal of 
the rubbish, and to Bottega Dei Sapori for giving a free 
hot drink voucher to all the volunteers who wanted one.  
We collected over 70 bin bags of dropped litter.

To take part next time, contact Kat Guenioui on 
07816 222 621 
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Brief update on the ‘Say No  
to 1200 Houses at Chawton 
Park Farm Campaign’ By Carol Palmer

 •  The next Local Plan Consultation is ‘towards the  
 end of 2022’ (EHDC quote). It will involve new 
studies/information and we don’t know if Chawton 
Park Farm (CPF) will be in it. It is a reset of the 
2019 consultation. The interactive map of the Land 
Availability Assessment (LAA) is here https://tinyurl.
com/EHDCLAA and it shows all the sites that are 
available, including Chawton Park Farm (green 
polygons); those with planning permission (yellow); 
and those that are excluded (red). The CPF capacity 
has been revised down to 855 houses. 

•  You can sign up for email updates on the progress 
of the Local Plan and other news here: 

 www.public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKEHDC/ 
 subscriber/new

•  We had another front page in the Alton Herald 
on 9 June applauding the Council’s seeming 
determination to confront the Government and the 
South Downs National Park (SDNP). We hoped 
that after Cllr Millard’s speech on 19 May he would 
soon challenge the Government and the SDNP. 
His article of 26 May continued this theme, but 
in June he said the Local Plan Consultation ‘will 
give the council’s planning team the evidence it 
needs to update policies and, where necessary, 
challenge the government’s proposals’. Have EHDC 
met the government and/or the SDNP since his 
speech? This is not clear. But the onus is now on 
our (the residents’) comments on the Local Plan 
consultation.

•  We await a meeting with EHDC once the new Local 
Plan timetable has been established.

•  We met with SMASH (Stand with Medstead Against 
Speculative Housing) to jointly protest against an

 A31 conurbation/ribbon development.

•  We responded to the Hampshire Local Transport 
Plan Consultation (LTP4).

•  We were out and about on Saturday 16 July in the 
Public Gardens and the High Street and may have 
seen you there. 

•  If you’d like to help us deliver flyers house to house, 
please get in touch at:  
saynotochawtonparkfarm@gmail.com.  

  Sign our petition at www.change.org (search 
for ‘Chawton’). It is currently at c4550 
signatures and we want to get to 5000!

The Campaign Group has been very busy since our update 
last November! Here are the key points:

SAY NO
TO CHAWTON 
PARK FARM

Join our Campaign to Say NO to  
1200 homes at Chawton Park Farm!

SOCIETY
ALTON

TH
E
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Geoff Nicholas 
5th April 1932 - 27th November 2021

Geoff’s wife Jan Nicholas has assisted with this 
tribute.

Geoff was born at Flamstead End, Chestnut, Herts. He 
joined the RAF at 18 and at the end of his training was 
posted to RAF Leeming in Yorkshire. He worked on the 
iconic Mosquito aircraft. He became a representative on 
the Messing committee and he thrived on representing 
his fellow airmen, dealing with their complaints and 
requests. This enjoyment of committee work stayed 
with him throughout his life. At the end of his service he 
trained in company law, economics and accountancy. 

In 1958 he married Barbara Leader. They had two 
children, Adrian and Heather. He had trained in quantity 
surveying and estimating works. This led to the family 
moving to Alton when he became the building manager 
at Courages Brewery in Alton. When the building 
department was closed down, Geoff was offered the 
job of district surveyor, which he held for 15 years. He 
went on to be trade manager responsible for 60 pubs. 
He realised his work was going to disappear so at 58 
he decided to go for redundancy and set up his own 
business from home, helping licensees with business 
plans, surveys and allied work. He retired at 65. 

In 1978 he and Barbara parted. Geoff moved to a small 
cottage and got involved in the formation of the Amery 
Hill Residents Association. He soon became secretary! 
His love of badminton saw him become secretary of 
the Alton and District Badminton League and he served 
on the Hampshire Badminton Committee. It was at the 
Alton club that he became friendly with Jan Short. She 
moved in with him along with her daughter Steph. Jan 
and Geoff were married in 1984 and moved into a quirky 
early-Victorian home in Alton.

Around 1980 Geoff joined the Alton Society. His 
experience was invaluable to the Society and he 
became Secretary then Chairman. He was Chairman 
for an incredible eleven years. During that time he 
dealt with planning applications and attended many 
meetings. The Society went on to form the Alton 
Building Preservation Trust, whose objective was to 
rescue buildings of architectural and local interest. He 
became the organisation’s company secretary.

Once Steph left home Jan and Geoff decided to downsize 
and in 2007 they moved to Barton End. Here he became 
the Barton End Company Secretary for seven years.

Geoff was very fond of Alton and its environment. He 
became involved in many groups, particularly those 
dedicated to preserving the Town’s heritage, such as the 
campaign to save Treloar Hospital.

Geoff’s health deteriorated in 2011 but he found new 
interests in Alton’s U3A, studying opera and  Italian. 

Jan was his proud devoted wife and latterly his dedicated 
carer. She describes him as her rock, soul-mate, a true 
gentleman with strong opinions. He had a great sense of 
humour and dry wit.

In Geoff’s own words: “I have enjoyed a very good and 
happy life with no regrets, been very happily married and 
have done what I could for society.” He certainly did!
 

The Alton Society wishes to pay tribute to a very 
special man who added so much to both the Society 
and the town. Our condolences go to his family.
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By Brian Good

One of the delightful aspects of living in Alton is the multitude of old buildings, 
each of which has its own history and, quite often, plenty of rich character. 

Among the most interesting, and perhaps least 
known, of these is the Quaker Meeting House 
at 39 Church Street.  This was built in 1672 at 
a total cost of £204, and it is the second-oldest 
purpose-built Meeting House in Britain (and 
possibly the world) that is still in continuous use.

Who exactly are the Quakers?

The Quakers (or to give them their proper name, 
“The Religious Society of Friends”) began as a 
movement earlier in the seventeenth century, in 
the turbulent times leading up to the outbreak 
of the English Civil War, at about the same time 
that the Pilgrim Fathers set sail for America.  The 
founding figure is generally considered to be 
George Fox, who as a young man concluded, 
from his reading of the newly-available Bible in 
English that there was more to life than simply 
eating drinking and making merry at every 
opportunity.  He travelled the country preaching 
the importance of leading a non-violent “good 
life”, which is sometimes summarised as 
“seeking that which is of God in every person”.  

The concept caught on particularly in North 
West England, in Lancashire and what is now 
Cumbria, and gradually spread to the rest of the 
country and to the colonies of the New World.  

If you are ever in Kendal in the Lake District you 
might like to visit the Quaker Tapestry exhibition, 
and learn more about Quakers and their work 
over the centuries; or you could, of course, 
simply pop into your local Meeting House in 
Church Street for a chat.  Quakers are completely 
non-evangelical, so you won’t experience any 
embarrassing hard-sell techniques, and I can 
guarantee that no salesmen will call! 

So what do Quakers actually do?

This is not easy to sum up in a few words.  In Alton, 
you might see them carrying out a silent vigil for 
world peace, or laying a wreath of white poppies 
on Remembrance Sunday.  They generally like to 
go around doing good in a low-key kind of way.  
Over the years they have played a key role in the 
abolition of slavery (have you seen the 2006 film 

Alton’s Quaker Meeting 
House - 350 years old 
and still going strong! 



By Brian Good
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“Amazing Grace”?), and in prison reform (remember 
Elizabeth Fry on the back of the old £10 notes?).  They 
pioneered reliable banking (both Barclays and Lloyds 
started out as Quaker institutions).  They helped to 
popularise cocoa as an alternative to beer, wine and 
spirits (Cadbury, Rowntree and Fry come to mind here), 
and they pioneered the good employment practices, 
such as sick pay and paid holidays, that we have come 
to accept as normal over the past 100 years or so 
(think of Cadbury building Bourneville for his workers, 
or Rowntree building New Earswick).  In times of peace 
they campaign for peace to be continued; in times of 
war they take on non-combat roles such as stretcher 
bearers and ambulance drivers.
  
William Penn, the founder of Philadelphia and 
Pennsylvania, was a keen follower of George Fox’s 
teachings. He is reputed to have asked whether, and 
when, he should stop wearing his sword (an essential 
element in a gentleman’s wardrobe in 17th-century 
society).  Fox replied that he should take off his sword 
and dispose of it as soon as he felt it appropriate to 
do so.  The next time they met, shortly afterwards, the 
sword was nowhere to be seen.

So, how did the building get to be there in  
the first place?

Altonians have something of a reputation for being 
rather non-conformist by nature.  It is known that there 
were Quakers in the town at the time of the civil war 
and interregnum,  in the 1650s.  The shop on the corner 
of Westbrook Walk and Market Square was known as 
Coppid Hall; it is currently a cafe, but in the mid-17th 
century it belonged to a Quaker tallow chandler.  Just 
down the road at number 7 Cross and Pillory Lane is 
Bawpyns, which belonged to Moses Neave, a clothier, 
who held early Quaker meetings in his house and is 
known to have been prosecuted on more than one 
occasion for his non-conformist beliefs.

With the restoration of the monarchy in 1660, the 
king became, once more, the head of the Church 
of England, and for the next few years it was a legal 
requirement for all loyal subjects to attend church on 
Sunday.  In Alton, this meant that you had to attend 
St Lawrence’s Church on a regular basis, or face 
prosecution.  Gradually, as the monarchy felt more 
secure, this requirement was relaxed; alternative non-

conformist styles of worship were allowed as long as it 
could be demonstrated that there was no threat to the 
established order of the land.  This is the background 
to what happened in 1672, when the enthusiastic band 
of local Quakers built their own purpose-built meeting 
house on land at the very edge of the town, not far from 
the spot where there had been a fierce battle between 
Cavaliers and Roundheads less than 20 years before.

The building itself

The Meeting House has been altered and extended on 
more than one occasion over the past 350 years, but 
it is still possible to see many of the original features.  
The architectural style is relatively plain, as you might 
expect, and the ancient roof timbers are largely 
concealed by a more modern ceiling.  The wooden 
screens which at one time allowed the building to be 
divided into smaller rooms when necessary are still in 
place, as are the rather austere “elders benches” at 
one end of the main meeting room. Above all, there 
is a wonderful sense of calm and tranquillity which 
confronts the visitor as soon as you set foot inside the 
building.  It is grade 2* listed, which means that almost 
any maintenance or improvement work needs special 
permission, and almost inevitably whatever you do with 
it is going to be expensive.  Adjacent to the building 
itself is the Quaker Burial Ground – a delightful wildlife 
haven which is arguably one of the best-kept secrets in 
Alton.  Here you can see memorial stones for members 
of the Bell, Curtis, and Crowley families, among others.  
These names figure prominently over the years in the 
history of Alton, but perhaps this is something that we 
can explore further in a future article. 

Why not find out more about this fascinating 
building, and its place in the history of the 
town, for yourself?  You can go along to a 
Quaker Meeting for Worship on any Sunday.  
They start at 10.15  and go on for an hour, 
so you might want to get there slightly earlier 
than that.  You can be guaranteed a warm 
welcome,  and a good chat afterwards.
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Alton Society Grants available  
– Spread the word!
We’re proud of our Grants Policy which has 
been of benefit to many local groups (see 
list below), including, more recently, funding 
books to help Ukrainians being taught 
English by local volunteers at the Maltings.
We would ask and encourage our members to promote 
the Alton Society grants to any deserving groups they 
know of. There is an upper limit of £250 and a form needs 
to be completed which is available on our website https://
altonsociety.wordpress.com, where the full guidelines can be 
found.   

In summary, a grant should be to ‘support and improve the 
environment and thus the lives of people living within Alton 
and the surrounding countryside’ and a final decision would 
be made at a Management Committee meeting.

Extract from the guidelines:

• projects that improve the quality of life for local citizens
• equipment and/or services that will benefit the community
• fundraising appeals where they support the aims of the  
 Alton Society (see below for aims)
• One-off grants for specific new projects, or for projects  
 that require a financial injection to protect their on-going  
 sustainability
• seed-corn funding to get new community initiatives  
 off the ground

The guidelines also contain a list of what we won’t fund.

Our Aims
It seems a good opportunity to remind everyone of  
our aims, so here they are from our Constitution  
(www.altonsociety.wordpress.com/constitution/).  
Do have a look at our website and give us any feedback.

I.  stimulating interest in the past, present and future of Alton 
and district

II.   working for the preservation and enhancement of local 
features of particular historical, cultural or aesthetic 
importance

III.  promoting and encouraging the rational and appropriate 
development of the Alton area and its amenities

IV.   acting as a focus for obtaining and giving relevant 
information and advice and to provide a forum for public 
discussion

V.  representing and advancing the views of the Society on the 
said matters to the authorities concerned as well as to the 
wider community

Grants we have made so far
•  Alton Climate Action and Network (ACAN): £129 for a 

storage cupboard at the Community Hub. It will allow 
ACAN to store items to encourage recycling of some 
goods

•  Alton Community Centre: £250 for their courtyard garden 
to become a sensory garden for the benefit of its users. It 
will assist in the purchase of plants, compost and other 
materials

•  Active Alton Sports Directory: £250 towards this project 
which intends to cover all sporting and exercise activity in 
Alton. It will help people find clubs, organisations and local 
venues to engage in social or competitive activities thus 
encouraging good health and wellbeing.  Here’s the link: 
https://altonevents.co.uk/active-alton/

•  Church Triangle Residents’ Association: £117 for the 
Association’s set-up costs and some litter-picking 
equipment 

•  League of Friends, Alton Hospital: £250 to buy suitable 
plants to enhance the garden area which is in continuous 
use by patients, visitors and staff at the hospital

•  Alton Eastbrooke and Wooteys Residents’ Association 
(AEWRA): £250 to help fund the Community Bus Project, 
which is serving Manor Estate and other outlying areas 

•  Walk Alton - £250 to help promote Alton’s walking festival 
& other walking activities – as you may know they were 
successful in getting Alton listed again as a ‘Walkers are 
Welcome’ town 

Other Grants
•  Amery Hill Residents Association: £1200 towards the 

enhancement of the Wey Walk in Alton’s Flood Meadows 
at the Lenten Street entrance

•  Improvements to the Chawton underpass: £800 decorative 
wall panels affixed to the inside of the underpass with 
a Jane Austen flavour. The Society was one among a 
number of donors 

Thank you for any publicity you can give to our grant scheme.
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From Pillar to Post - 
A History of Post Boxes

The trend passed Alton by, but many other places took 
their toppers very seriously and some amazing designs 
were generated. Over the past 70 years there have been 
many changes in post box design, with the most recent 
coming in 2010. 

But when did post boxes first appear on our streets?
Although Great Britain introduced postage stamps 
to the world in 1840, it took another 12 years before 
pillar boxes made an appearance here, having been 
pioneered in Belgium and then France. Jersey was 
selected for a trial and the success led to their use on 
neighbouring Guernsey in 1853 and then the mainland. 
These early introductions were of varying designs, but 
standardisation took place in 1859.

Villages did not need the volume of a pillar box, so 
smaller boxes built into walls appeared in 1857, with 
variations being introduced following operational 
experience. Wall boxes with distinctive white enamel 
plates were used in sub-post offices between 1885 and 
1965 and a few of these still survive. They are known 
as Ludlow boxes after their Birmingham manufacturer.
The fourth main type is the lamp box, attached to lamp 
posts. They appeared in 1896 and whilst their origin 
was in urban areas, nowadays they are also found on 
countryside telegraph poles or even built into rural walls.
Many post boxes are made of cast iron although plastic 
boxes are a recent innovation for indoor locations such 
as supermarkets, airports, shopping malls and garages. 
Sheet steel has also been used, whilst the current small 

lamp boxes, such as the one by the former Golden Pot 
pub, are thinner tin and it’s doubtful they will last like 
some of their Victorian predecessors.

There was a Victorian wall box (with a VR cipher) in 
Lenten Street, but it was damaged and removed 40 
years ago as part of adjacent building works, being 
replaced by a modern pillar box on the opposite side 
of the road. There does not seem to be a box dating 
to the reign of King Edward 7th (EVIIR cipher) in the 
town but one erected during the reign of King George 
5th (GR cipher), formerly on the New Odiham Road was 
moved around the corner to Greenfields Avenue when 
rebuilding took place about 20 years ago. There is only 
one box in the whole of Hampshire bearing the cipher 
of King Edward 8th, but members may be interested to 
note the plaque on front of the Telephone Exchange in 
Anstey Road which indicates that it was opened during 
his reign, in 1936, and bears the EVIIIR cipher. 

I am not aware of a box dating from the reign of King 
George 6th (GVIR cipher) in Alton but, not surprisingly 
with the present Monarch having been on the throne for 
70 years, there are many boxes bearing the EIIR cipher, 
some replacing earlier damaged boxes, but mostly 
installed in the new areas of housing as the town grew 
from the 1960s onwards.

Just when you thought there was quite enough variation, 
on the accession of a new Sovereign, the new Royal 
cipher is used on new post boxes, although pre-existing 
boxes remain in service.        

By Tony Cross

Back in June we commemorated The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, and one notable feature was 
the making of knitted pillar box ‘toppers’ for these ubiquitous items of street furniture which 
we tend to take for granted and few folk seem to use nowadays.

Left to right: The 1930s King George 5th letter box moved from the New 
Odiham Road to Greenfields Avenue. The 1936 King Edward 8th plaque 
on Alton’s Telephone Exchange. The erroneously painted 2012 Olympic 
Gold pillar box in Paper Mill Lane and explanatory plaque.

  Continued overleaf  
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Check our website for information, updates, and lots more...  

www.altonsociety.org.uk
thealtonsociety@gmail.com @TheAltonSociety @AltonSociety

message us follow us

A quick calculation shows we have had six monarchs 
since pillar boxes were introduced, so if you wanted to 
see examples of them all, you would be looking for 24 
distinct types. If you add different sizes of box, changes 
of design and maker (many carry the name of the 
foundry and its location), there are many more examples 
to see. That Royal Mail paint boxes diverse colours to 
commemorate dedicated national events, which started 
with gold boxes to honour GB athletes who won a gold 
medal at the 2012 Olympic Games in London, which 
adds a further dimension to the mix.

In Scotland, ardent nationalists objected to the EIIR 
cipher on the grounds that our present Queen was 
the first Queen Elizabeth of Scotland not the second, 
and many of the new boxes were defaced and at least 
one pillar box was blown up! Consequently, Royal Mail 
introduced a ‘Scottish Crown’ variant, without a cipher, 
which can be seen on all types of post box introduced 
since 1952 north of the border.

A small selection of preserved wall and lamp boxes 
are on display in Alton’s Curtis Museum and when you 
observe examples in local villages which are in daily 
use, you will be amazed at the variety on view.

SAVE THE DATE!
Come and join us on 19th November  
for a daytime event at Alton Maltings to 
celebrate our 50th anniversary and  
hold our AGM.

We hope you will be able to join us 
to recognise the contribution The 
Alton Society has made to our local 
community over the last half-century.SOCIETY

ALTON

TH
E

55
Come and join us at our 50th Anniversary Celebration!



@AltonSociety

As we stand on the brink of a summer of discontent 
on our railways, we need to worry more about what 
our railway and railway stations will look like if the 
government gets its way.
 
With passenger footfall only returning to 80% of pre-
pandemic figures, at best, the Department for Transport, 
under the cosh from the Treasury, is determined to 
reduce costs.

Partly this will see a reduction in services, but also in 
personnel throughout the network, for example in the 
availability of station staff generally, and, in particular, the 
threatened wholesale closure of booking offices affecting 
all stations on the Alton line and, at least, the intermediate 
stations on the Portsmouth line. All this regardless of the 
needs of the disabled and the security of passengers at 
our stations. 
Say goodbye to the booking office staff organising local 
book sales for charity, and the Christmas decorations 
and tabletop nativity scenes at Yuletide. Say hello to 
vandalism, bike thefts, and antisocial behaviour.

And what happens if the automatic ticket machines are 
out of order, or you need help navigating the process for 

a complicated travel arrangement? Will you still be able 
to travel without a valid ticket? Who knows!

As for keeping stations attractive with well-maintained 
flower boxes and the like… well, SWR are relying now 
upon volunteers through the Station Adoption Groups 
under the Community Rail Partnerships (CRP) scheme 
for this… but not every station can be assured of a bunch 
of such good-hearted local volunteers, so some stations 
will become increasingly uninviting and run down.

Doing away with the personal service element at stations 
could easily turn out to be a false economy as passengers 
feel increasingly uncared for by SWR. That doesn’t worry 
the Treasury. Their main concern is to cut costs NOW 
regardless of the consequences.

Also, bang goes effectively encouraging traffic off 
the roads at what will increasingly become unkempt 
unmanned stations, particularly forbidding after dark.

What a way to run a railway.

If you care about this, then please write now to your MP 
protesting about the threat to our station booking offices, 
and the much used and treasured services that the staff 
provide. I have!

By Peter Desmond-Thomas

Closure of Alton  
Station Ticket Office
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