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from the Chairman
By David Simpkins

We have two important new members of the management 
committee: Sally Barrett and Richard Carter, to whom 
we extend a very warm welcome.

Sally joins as Treasurer and brings with her enthusiasm 
and experience from similar roles in charitable 
organisations. Richard joins the committee to take up 
the role of a membership secretary and brings with him 
considerable IT skills which can be used to develop the 
very efficient system run by Bob Booker for some years.
 
In my last Chairman’s report I commented upon the 
significant efforts of members of the committee and 
Society through the built environment group in opposition 
to the proposed development at Chawton Park Farm. 
You will all have seen the positive result of those efforts 
and since then the petition has achieved nearly 5,000 
signatures, which is seriously impressive. My thanks 
to all involved. Through that body of people we have 
organised meetings with Damian Hinds and we hope 
he will pass the information to Michael Gove to assist 
in the response to the letter from Counsellor R Millard 
requesting guidance on how to use an ‘alternative 
method’ when calculating housing numbers, in 
government policy.

We are developing closer links with CPRE (the 
countryside charity), and to that end I am attending 
its AGM on 23 April 2022 via Zoom to best reduce the 
environmental footprint.

The Alton Society continues to maintain strong direct 
and indirect links with many local organised and 
community-based volunteer organisations and I’m 

delighted to report that the ever useful and popular litter 
pick run by the Society and organised by Bob Booker for 
many years will now be administered by Kat Guenioui, to 
whom he will hand over the bags and picks!

The Natural Environment group continues to operate 
through Friends of Flood Meadows working party 
sessions and we can all see the results in this wonderful 
Alton amenity.

I am delighted that the Society has decided to contribute 
to anticipated expenditure in the possible listing of part 
of Chawton Park Farm as of significant historic interest 
and thus entitled to protection.

Ahead I see continuation of the Society’s constructive 
and professional response to planning applications. We 
are currently focused on the proposal in relation to the 
Cedar Vets site, which has serious shortcomings. This is 
in the interest of the community and also specific to the 
site itself as the proposed development would create a 
very unwelcome precedent.

I regret to have to report that Geoff Nicholas passed 
away last December and we have sent our condolences 
to his wife Jan. Geoff had been a past Chairman and a 
stalwart of the Society and we have made a donation to 
his chosen charity.

Finally, we are at this optimistic time of year with excellent 
weather and the beginning of spring. Please remember 
to view our page on Facebook, check our website from 
time to time and contact any members of the committee 
if you wish.

And so we emerge from a difficult couple of years for all of us. The complete 
relaxation of the COVID-19 regulations and the agreement of the committee 
members enabled our first actual face-to-face meeting to take place recently.

welcome
Alton Now, the newsletter of the Alton Society, is normally published three times a year. We welcome articles, 
letters, poems and images pertaining to our town and its environment, so if you have anything to share for 
the next edition, do get in touch. Please note that the views of individual contributors to the newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the Alton Society.

www.altonsociety.org.uk
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Built Environment Update

Our objections were on the grounds of:
 
• Non-compliance with the Alton  
 Neighbourhood Plan

• Over development of site leading to  
 poorly planned internal layouts;  
 garages are larger than the rooms  
 designed for occupants

• Energy efficiency standards meet 
 current requirements, but there is no  
 provision made for future proofing.   
 We have pointed out that the
 houses have not been designed to   
 meet a carbon Net Zero standard as  
 contained within the emerging policy 
 at EHDC following the COP26 
 Conference, nor does the design  
 reflect EHDC’s ambitions stated in  
 their News Release of 25th February  
 for the ‘greenest ever Local Plan   
 which we hope will see developers  
 building zero carbon homes’

• Plots poorly orientated leading to 2   
 living rooms facing North East

• Car parking extremely tight particularly  
 for visitors

• Austere and unattractive facade facing  
 Anstey Lane with fencing breaking up   
 design flow of housing along it 

This is a site with strong visibility and impact on the approach 
to Alton Town Centre and we have suggested that it should 
be designed with this in mind, as well as for the comfort and 
quality of living for the occupants of course. We finished our 
letter saying “we conclude it is a very poor scheme, with 
ill-considered design and materials, and no merit in terms of 
townscape given a location of such high visibility.”

Cedar Veterinary site on Anstey Lane.
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We submitted an objection to a planning application (no 59613) to demolish Cedar Vets on Anstey Lane 
and construct four x 3 bed houses in its place.   

Taken from Hurrell Architecture Ltd site plan 978-D-102
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Say NO to Chawton  
Park Farm - Campaign  
& Petition Update By Carol Palmer

•  Last autumn the Alton Herald published three of 
our articles highlighting the issues surrounding 
building on Chawton Park Farm (CPF): the 
existence and effect on the medieval Deer Park 
Pales; Traffic; and Biodiversity & Landscape 
Value.  All articles can be seen here:  
https://tinyurl.com/ArticlesCPF. They included  
3 front pages and two centre spreads

• The (now) 16 member Campaign Group held   
 meetings in January and March.

• We also met with Damian Hinds MP in February.   
 Here are some points that came out of it:

•  Damian understands the issues we face in East 
Hampshire with 57% of our area being in the   

South Downs National Park (SDNP) which will 
only  take c100 homes until 2028, i.e. only some

  of the housing numbers assessed as its “need” 
with the rest having to be built outside the 
SDNP in the remaining 43% because of the 
Duty to Cooperate.  Damian is lobbying for 
separate housing needs assessments to be 
undertaken for the areas inside and outside the 
SDNP.  The expectation is that the Duty to Co-
operate will be taken out of Planning Law in the 
forthcoming Planning Reforms meaning that the 
43% of East Hants outside the SDNP would be 
released from delivering the housing need for 
the 57% of East Hants covered by the SDNP. 

The Campaign Group has been very busy since our update  
last November! Here are the key points:

Continued on page 6
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The petition has over 4460 
signatures now - well on our 
way to 5000 - 25% of Alton’s 
population. Do sign if you 
haven’t yet and share ”

“
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The Alton Society                                                            Say No to Chawton Park Farm                     Alton Climate Action Network 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Join our Campaign to Say No to 1200 homes at Chawton Park Farm!  

Chawton Park Farm (CPF) just off Chawton Park Road/Northfield Lane is under threat of development.  
East Hampshire District Council (EHDC) consulted on it among other sites, in 2019 and it was 
overwhelmingly the least preferred site by respondents of all the ten sites under consideration.  Despite 
this it was made the ‘preferred’ site in June 2021 but after a public protest on The Butts and Alton Town 
Council’s (ATC’s) Barrister’s Opinion, this status was removed by EHDC on 23 September 2021.  
 
Currently we await the next Public Consultation on the Draft Local Plan which is expected in Autumn 
2022.  We are campaigning to ensure Chawton Park Farm is not included.  
This map shows the location of Chawton Park Farm – on the very edge of Alton and the hatched lines 
show roughly where the houses will go – see Harrow Estates development plan below too. 
 

 Contains OS data Crown copyright Open Data 2022  

This is the development plan in the Harrow Estates Brochure: 

 
 

Issues re CPF include:  traffic chaos (already Chawton Park Road is suffering from the Ackender Hill 1st 
phase of 280 houses); access pinch-point; unsustainability (distance from Alton Town Centre); 
surrounded by Sites of Importance to Nature Conservation (SINCs) and Ancient Woodland; contains and 
is in close proximity to Medieval Deer Park Pales (can be seen on an OS map) which ATC is researching 
how to get screened for a potential listing as an Ancient Monument.  
For many CPF related EHDC documents, Alton Herald articles and the ATC barrister’s Opinion please see 
this link: https://tinyurl.com/CPFCampaign.  We invite you to look at our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/SayNoChawtonParkFarmAlton 
Our Petition has over 4400 signatures and we need to get to 5000 – 25% of Alton’s population! Do 
please sign and share! Find it on Change.org https://chng.it/ntQGkpVT (or search for ‘chawton’)  
 
We would be delighted to hear from you at saynotochawtonparkfarm@gmail.com. 

 

©Google 

  
 

Chawton Park 
Farm 

•  He has been making the case to Government 
for why areas like ours, bisected by a National 
Park boundary, should have their housing 
numbers reflect this unusual situation.  

•  He told us that he believes East Hampshire 
District Council (EHDC) is looking at whether 
it can use an ‘alternative approach’ to the 
standard method of assessing housing 
need, taking into account the exceptional 
circumstances of our area. 

•  This link gives a bit more info and the extracts 
from Damian’s speeches in Oct and Dec 2020 
about this issue. https://bit.ly/3N99C8j

•  On the subject of EHDC using an ‘alternative 
approach’ their answer to our Public Question 
in Jan 2022 was that they ‘will continue to 
explore alternatives to the standard method’ 
and ‘a decision on whether to progress an 
alternative calculation of housing numbers is 
currently unknown, but will be guided by the 
evidence base for the emerging local plan.’

•  Following this meeting we invited the EHDC’s 
Head of Regeneration and Place to meet with 
us but no date has yet been forthcoming.

Medieval Deer Park Pales

These are marked on the OS maps of the area, 
in Chawton Park, Bushy Leaze and Ackender 
Woods. Alton Town Council has put much time 
and effort into trying to progress a listing of these 
as a Scheduled Ancient Monument with Historic 
England.  Its efforts have encountered various 
snags, one of which is the ‘perverse’ requirement 
for the Pales to be under ‘direct threat’ before they 
have a chance of being listed.  They also need to be 
regarded as ‘of national importance’.  Both these 
criteria are being researched at the moment.  In case 
anyone is interested, a relatively nearby Park Pale 
was listed in 1975, that of Hursley and Ampfield, 
south west of Winchester. Details can be seen here:  
https://bit.ly/parkpale

Historic Parkland

New Government Guidance was published in 
January whereby land designated as ‘historic 
parkland’ can be afforded the protections of Ancient 
Woodland.  Jane Hurst has been very kind in 

supplying the Campaign with a document compiled 
from her research in the Chawton House archives 
that lists mentions of the Chawton deer park(s) from 
the 13th century onwards.  We have suggested an 
application for designation as ‘historic parkland’ to 
Alton Town Council and they are considering this.

Petition & Facebook Page

The petition has over 4460 signatures now – well on 
our way to 5000 – 25% of Alton’s population. Do sign 
if you haven’t yet and share.  https://www.change.
org/CPFpetition  We have been updating it and the 
Facebook page with news and views, including an 
article about Consultations – specifically the Large 
Sites consultation in 2019, and whether the public 
is listened to, as well as a graphic respresentation of 
responses to that consultation and to our petition.  
We also drew attention to the ‘Growth Corridor’ 
mentioned in the Agenda documents for the EHDC 
meeting on 20th January.

Future News & Dates

EHDC released a news bulletin on 17th March 
saying that the next Public Consultation on the Draft 
Local Plan will be in November 2022.  We hope that 
Chawton Park Farm is not in it. 

One of our next aims is to focus on adequate Waste 
Treatment & Flood Risk of building 1200 homes 
on Chawton Park Farm.  Both very topical at the 
moment.

The campaign would be interested in any views, 
questions, comments or offers of support to 
saynotochawtonparkfarm@gmail.com.

Flyer

We have produced our first 
flyer - do download and                                                                                                                        
print off any copies you 
would like from this link or 
let us know if you would like 
some printed:  
https://bit.ly/cpfflyer

We have already been 
distributing it locally and 
have plans to do more, and 
to make it A5.
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Sir Norman Isham, Bart. OBE
28th January 1930 - 9th November 2021

Norman’s daughter Libby Brayshaw has assisted with 
this tribute.

Norman Isham received his architecture degree at Cape 
Town University Architectural School (RIBA approved) 
South Africa, which is where in 1952 he met Joan, his 
wife of 65 years. She was training to become a teacher. 
Following his six years of training, Norman went up to 
Salisbury, in what was then Southern Rhodesia, to join 
architects Montgomery and Oldfield, where as a newly 
qualified architect he had the fantastic opportunity to 
design and see built houses, flats, The Reps Theatre 
and Peterhouse School Chapel (both still in use), offices 
and a factory. He married Joan in 1956 in Avondale, 
Salisbury; the reception being held in the grounds of a 
Minister’s house next door to Government House.

Norman continued to work as an architect when the 
couple moved to the United Kingdom. He was project 
architect for the Browning Barracks in Aldershot and 
was given a Civic Trust Award. He was Superintending 

Architect at the government Property Services Agency, 
working on new Embassy projects for the Foreign Office 
in (among others) Warsaw, Helsinki, Lisbon and Moscow 
and, less exotically, new high-security prison projects.

In 1988 Norman received the Order of the British Empire 
for Services to Architecture from HM The Queen at 
Buckingham Palace. In 2010 he was entered on the 
Roll of the Baronetage as 14th Baronet of Lamport in 
Northamptonshire, the title inherited from his brother, Ian, 
who had died in 2009. 

Norman and Joan moved to Alton in 2007 to be close to 
his older brother Ian, who had himself moved here a year 
or so earlier. They had been living close to each other in 
Croydon where Norman worked until he retired, and both 
were encouraged to move ‘out of the smoke’ and closer to 
daughter Libby, after she had moved from Weybridge to 
Medstead in 2003. 

Norman joined the Alton Society in 2008 and became 
a committee member. He introduced Improving the 
Appearance of Alton, Tree Planting in the Town Centre and 
contact with Alton in the USA. The ‘Jane Austen Square’ 
development idea was his passion and he was very keen 
to improve and redevelop the station and surrounding area 
as the ‘gateway’ to the town. At least one of those dreams 
may become a reality this year!

He was very fond of the town and its townsfolk; he 
regarded Alton as special - a proper small market town 
and a delightful place to live. He very much appreciated the 
dedication and commitment of the members of the Alton 
Society and the kindness and generosity of good friends 
he made there. He resigned when the evening meetings 
became more difficult for him to attend but continued 
to contribute his wisdom on numerous planning issues 
when they arose and he continued to promote his ‘Jane 
Austen Square’ idea whenever any big development came 
up, including the Coors Development site. He eventually 
resided in a local care home and died on 9 November 2021.

The Society wishes to pay tribute to a very special man who 
added so much to the Society and the Town. Our condolences 
go to his family.
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By Brian Good

Natural  
Environment Report  

If you have visited the Flood Meadows 
at any time during the past autumn and 
winter you might well have noticed an 
enormous pile of stones on the river 
bank a little way downstream from the 
Lenten Street Bridge.

The pile is no longer there, but some of us know where 
it went to! This is the story of the stones, and what 
happened to them over a 6-month period between 
early September 2021 and late February 2022.

Lately there has been quite a lot of attention focused 
on the upper reaches of the River Wey, particularly 
where it flows through the Flood Meadows, and 
possibilities for turning this area into a much more 
diverse and wildlife-friendly habitat.  Don’t forget that 
until relatively recently this was all agricultural land, 
and the river seems to have been used primarily as 
a means to drain water off the fields rather than as 
a valuable resource in its own right.  In the past few 
years we have tried to turn it back from being a narrow 
muddy drainage ditch into a healthy, more natural, 
chalk stream. We have installed berms to break up the 
straight lines and to give the river a few bends. This 
has helped to create some fast-moving currents, some 
slower-moving areas, and an element of variation in 
the degree of depth or shallowness of the river. So far, 
so good; the approach seems to be working, but we 
need to do more to restore it to its former glory.

The slow-moving ditch configuration gave the river a 
soft muddy bottom with all of the silt washed down 
from the fields.  A proper chalk stream needs to have 
a gravelly bottom, where eggs can be laid and water 
plants can take root. For example, just think of the 
River Arle at Alresford, or the many branches of the 
River Itchen in Winchester, or the River Test where it 
flows through the grounds of Mottisfont Abbey.

The process of carrying out a Gravel Recharge in a river 
is rather complicated.  First you need to get a special 
licence from the Environment Agency. This takes time. 
Then you need to get hold of the right amount of the 
right sort of stones. This requires money. Then you 
need a lot of people to spend a great deal of time and 
effort putting the stones into the river and arranging 
them appropriately in the right places. This is where 
you need a willing workforce. Alton Town Council 
took care of obtaining the licence and purchasing 
the stones.  Your hardy local Alton Society volunteer 
workforce did much of the heavy grunt work.

In a typical year, the section of the river running through 
the Flood Meadows dries up from mid-summer until 
mid-winter, providing ideal conditions for working 
on the river bed and banks. Unfortunately for us, the 
prolonged period of rain earlier in 2021 meant that the 
river kept on flowing all year round, making our task 
that little bit harder. 

At the beginning of September 2021 a consignment 
of 20 tonnes of 4cm gravel was delivered to the Flood 
Meadows and deposited on the grass near the Lenten 
Street Bridge. This may sound like a lot. Those of us 
who were there can confirm that it is! It represents 
a huge amount of heavy and unwieldy material, 
especially when the only way to shift it involves shovels, 
wheelbarrows, and plenty of muscle power. The plan 
was to restore the river bed either side of the bridge to 
a distance of about 100 metres in each direction, and 
then monitor developments over the next few years to 

September 2021
20 tonnes of 4cm gravel delivered to the Flood Meadows. 
We worked with volunteers from the Surrey Wildlife 
Trust and reduced the pile by about 50%.

NEWSLETTER OF THE ALTON SOCIETY   SPRING 2022 7NEWSLETTER OF THE ALTON SOCIETY   SPRING 2022 9

see what improvements in terms of flora and fauna had  
taken place.

A team of 9 volunteers from Surrey Wildlife Trust, 
assisted by about the same number of members of the 
Friends of Flood Meadows, set to work on Saturday 
25 September with a view to completing the task over 
that weekend.  At first good progress was made, but 
as the morning wore on the nature of the work began 
to take its toll on the volunteers. This was heavy labour, 
and by early afternoon it was decided to halt work to 
avoid serious injury and ongoing back problems. So, 
at the end of September, we still had an estimated 10 
tonnes or so of gravel to shift into the river, working 
our way up-stream ever further and further away from 
where the stones had been dumped initially. This was 
not going to be easy.
 
Courageously (or possibly very foolishly) we promised 
that we would complete the task as part of our regular 
“Third Sunday of the Month” Friends of Flood Meadows 
working sessions. Whoever said “it will all be over by 
Christmas”  clearly didn’t know what he was talking 

about, but we applied ourselves to the task in October, 
November, and December 2021, and again in January 
and February 2022, and finally we did it!

Each month, apart from general removal of litter, and 
debris, across all 15 or so acres of the Flood Meadows, 
the work tended to be focused on the gravel recharge. 
By the end of February, that massive pile of stones 
delivered in September had all been distributed on 
the river bed as part of our ongoing efforts to promote 
diversity of flora and fauna. I think it certainly makes 
the view of the river looking from the bridge far more 
visually attractive, but it is still far too soon to tell how 
well we have succeeded in bringing more life into the 
river and boosting the food chain that is so essential to 
creating a healthy natural environment.
  
So, was it worth it? I think so, but ask me again in 4 or 
5 years time. By then, we should be able to measure 
the results with some degree of accuracy, and with any 
luck my back should have stopped aching, too...

December 2021
The pile is definitely getting smaller, 
but it just won’t go away!

October 2021
We shifted a little more of it!

January 2022
Eventually, we got down to bare soil, and the surprisingly difficult task of raking out 
the last of the stones.  We went on to complete this work in February.  

February 2022
The final few stones removed at last!  All 
that remained to be done was to put down 
some fresh grass seed in March, and let 
nature do the rest… 

November 2021
The pile is gradually going 
down. Glen Skelton from 
Surrey Wildlife Trust (whose 
idea it was in the first place) 
turned up and helped out 
whenever he could.



The application was originally submitted by the Alton 
Society Community Group in 2021.  The Guild has also 
been busy canvassing local councillors, residents and 
high-profile individuals for support. 

The campaign group, formed by members of the Alton 
Society’s Community Group and other local residents, 
believes the cinema could have a vibrant future with a 
small refurb and a more diverse programme.

“We understand the arguments people make against 
the cinema. Yes, it does need a clean. Yes, you can 
stream films at home. Yes, there are other cinemas 
nearby. But we believe that the experience of going 
to a nice, welcoming cinema is one that people still 
value – and having this cinema in town is a real gift,” 
says one of the organisers, Kat Guenioui. “We have 
a growing population and very little for people to do, 
which means when they want entertainment they leave 
the town and spend their money elsewhere. Keeping 
and improving this cinema would enable people to stay 
- and spend  local.”

The Save the Cinema campaign group has had a quote 
for a feasibility study from a specialist group. The first 
phase, which aims to prove commercial viability, will 
cost £3500 + VAT. Next steps for the campaign are to 
raise the necessary funds to carry out the feasibility 
study, something that is proving difficult. “Grant 
funding doesn’t seem to cover feasibility studies of 
this nature, so that’s proving to be a hurdle,” says Kat 
Guenioui. “We’re open to ideas and donations, should 
anyone feel able”. 
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Save Alton’s Cinema
Efforts are continuing to save Alton’s Palace Cinema from closure. The Save the Cinema Campaign 
group (part of newly formed community group the Guild of Optimists) has updated and re-submitted the 
application for the cinema to be listed by East Hampshire District Council as an Asset of Community Value. 

Alton Palace Cinema as it looks today.

TO FIND OUT MORE, PLEASE CONTACT 
savealtoncinema@gmail.com

SIGN THE PETITION ONLINE AT  
https://bit.ly/altoncinema

(Change.org)

Alton Palace Cinema in the 1930s
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Cover Story
The popularity of downloaded music threatens one 
of the greatest areas of public art of the late 20th 
century - the record sleeve. 

Around a hundred years ago, 78 rpm records replaced 
the phonograph cylinder as the medium for recorded 
sound. They were usually sold in brown paper or 
cardboard sleeves that were sometimes printed to 
show the producer or retailer’s name. Generally the 
sleeves had a circular cut out allowing the record label 
to be seen. 

The German record company Odeon pioneered 
the ‘album’ in 1909 when it released the Nutcracker 
Suite by Tchaikovsky on four double-sided discs in 
a specially designed package. However, Columbia 
Records is credited with inventing the concept of 
album covers and cover art in 1938. Other record 
companies followed and by the late 1940s albums for 
all the major companies featured their own colourful 
paper covers. In time the cover became an important 
part of the culture of music and album covers became 
renowned as a marketing tool and an expression of 

artistic intent. The talents of many photographers, 
illustrators and artists, including Andy Warhol have 
been used to produce numerous memorable LP and 
CD covers.

So why this interest here? Well, 57 years ago in April 
1964 Decca released The Rolling Stones – the first 
album from the eponymous group. The following July 
A Hard Day’s Night, the third album by the Beatles was 
released. Perhaps you have copies in your loft?

Gatefold covers (a folded double cover) and inserts, 
often with lyric sheets, made the album cover a 
desirable artefact in its own right. A notable example 
was Pink Floyd’s The Dark Side of the Moon released 
in 1973 (illustrated above) which had a gatefold, lyrics 
and although it lacked the title on the outer sleeve, 
contained poster and sticker inserts. The move to the 
smaller CD format rather lost such impact.

Some record covers have used paintings by historic 
artists - an example being Coldplay’s 2008 release Viva 
La Vida, featuring Delacroix’s painting Liberty Leading 
the People, which hangs in The Louvre. 

By Tony Cross
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Born and bred in Barry in South Wales, Judy is extremely 
proud of her Welsh heritage – especially when the Welsh 
rugby union team is playing!

She always wanted to be a primary/infant school teacher 
and following her training, Judy moved to London where 
she rose to become a head teacher.

Although she loved her 20 years in London, she wanted 
to be part of a smaller community and took a post at 
Alton Infants School in 1987 when she first came to 
Alton. She quickly felt that Alton was a place in which 
she could be extremely happy and has lived in the town 
ever since.

Her final teaching post was as the Head of Weyford 
Nursery and Infant School in Bordon, which she 
occupied until retiring in 2004.

A Methodist since her teens, much of Judy’s retirement 
has involved commitments stemming either directly 
or indirectly from her active membership of Alton 
Methodist Church.

Initially, her voluntary work continued to focus on 
supporting younger people and she was a Boys’ 
Brigade Officer for many years. She has also been 
closely involved in the Methodist Contact Centre which 
provides support for families experiencing serious 
problems such as breakdown.

However, she felt a growing call to involve herself in 
activities supporting older people. In 2006 she was a 
co-founder of the ecumenical Tuesday Coffee mornings 
which continue to the present day with Judy a member 
of the weekly rota. As well as offering an opportunity 
for people of all faiths and none to meet and socialise, 
it has also raised nearly £10,000, which has been given 
to local charities.

Seven years ago she became the joint co-ordinator of 
CAMEO (Come And Meet Each Other), a monthly event 
held for older folk at the Methodist Church featuring a 
speaker and refreshments. She has always been struck 
by how everyone is ‘game for a laugh’.

In addition to being a staunch Methodist, she is a firm 
believer in inter-church partnership and is the Secretary 
of the Council of GAP (the Greater Alton Project), a 
partnership between local Methodists and Anglicans. 
She has also volunteered at Alton’s Food Bank virtually 
since it began 10 years ago.

She has a longstanding love of Italy and all things Italian 
– paying regular visits to Lucca in particular where she 
has displayed her adeptness in the language following 
many years of study.

At home, she loves baking (I was treated to her 
wonderful rock cakes whilst preparing this article!) and 
she is ‘supervised’ in all she does by her cat Tilly.

She loves Alton for its friendliness and sense of 
community and despite the loss of several shops (she 
still misses Woolworths in particular!) finds that most 
of her needs are met locally. She finds the town small 
enough to get to know people and considers herself 
‘very blessed’ by her wide network of friends.

Although she accepts that the town’s population 
will continue to grow, she remains concerned by the 
strain on services such as health and transport which  
will result.

She pays tribute to Alton Town Council’s commitment 
to improving the town’s appearance through initiatives 
during lockdowns such as new benches and events and 
to the Alton Society, whose members work tirelessly to 
protect our environment.

She concludes by saying how contented she is to 
be living in Alton. Many (including at least two coffee 
shops!) will be equally pleased that she is here as it is 
the immense contribution of people such as Judy which 
makes so many of us pleased to call Alton home.

Vox Pop
Judy Nicholls
By Martyn Dell
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Is it time to say goodbye to the annual TV 
licence fee? The government has stated its 
intention to abolish the fee in two years. 

While I accept there may be an underlying political 
motive, we in the Alton Society tend to adopt a 
balanced view and I think we should look at the 
current set up of the BBC and consider possible 
alternatives.

I should make it clear that like many of you I am 
a current consumer of BBC content, particularly 
its news, current affairs, drama and musical 
programmes. More recently I discovered podcasts, 
which has meant I am able to access what I 
want when I want to suit my circumstances. For 
example, I am a great fan of the Archers, but I am 
no longer wedded to that 7.03pm slot and can listen 
any time to the latest episode. All of my favourite 
programmes have to be written, produced and 
directed, so should I now pay a subscription for all 
or some of them?

The licence fee has enabled the BBC to produce 
many excellent programmes but there are many
I don’t watch. Their drama is of a high standard 
but I seldom tune in to their TV soaps or popular 
programmes such as Strictly Come Dancing.

There should be a debate which involves all of us and 
it should not be dictated by those who would love to 
see the BBC wounded fatally. All governments tend 

to get exasperated with the national broadcaster as 
it may take a critical look at policies and the results 
of their actions. That is essential for a democracy, 
particularly when so much of the media is in the 
hands of one side of the political spectrum. It is clear 
to me that if you want to disable a critic then you 
reduce state funding (our funding) and take away its 
ability to examine in depth. The result is no more 
unearthing of the biggest scandal in our lifetime (Post 
Office revelations on how it treated its honest sub 
post masters and mistresses); no more journalists 
reporting from the heart of conflict in Ukraine.

I think part of the answer will be to preserve its 
internationally recognised news coverage and 
enhance its investigative journalism. This would 
be the public service arm of the organisation and 
should be paid for by some form of taxation that is 
fair to all tax payers, so that means to pay becomes 
part of the equation. The current fee is a flat rate 
and does not allow for a progressive tax approach. 
The budget for this would be set and then raised 
according to inflation. The BBC’s  much admired 
drama, comedy and other entertainment could then 
be accessed via a subscription service such as 
Britbox, with various levels to suit your palate. I do 
feel that certain national sporting events should be 
free to air and could perhaps form part of the public 
service element. 

What do you think? Write to the Editor and give your 
views, after all it is your BBC… for now.

Abolition of the  
BBC Licence Fee By Bob Booker
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Check our website for information, updates, and lots more...  

www.altonsociety.org.uk
thealtonsociety@gmail.com @TheAltonSociety @AltonSociety

message us follow us

Alton Community Speed Watch (ACSW) has acquired some new kit and 
is anxious to expand our team of volunteers. Our new equipment is an 
ANPR type of camera that records the registration numbers of speeding 
vehicles. Those details are forwarded to the police who will contact the 
offending motorist by letter warning them to change their behaviour. 
This nationwide scheme is educational NOT enforcement so no fines are 
levied but the motorists’ details are held on a police database; further 
offending will trigger a visit from an officer to the registered keeper’s 
address. Volunteers receive a modicum of police training: most Speed 
Watch sessions are an hour and we tend to deploy one or two times a 
week, depending on volunteer availability...it’s not onerous, it’s very 
sociable and you do as much or as little as you wish.  
 

Contact the co-ordinator:
Tony Souter - acsw@btinternet.com

Wanted
Community Speed 
Watch Volunteers
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The Alton Society Membership Application
I/we wish to become member(s) of the Alton Society

Standing Order Mandate

Title  First Name Surname 

Title  First Name Surname 

Address

Address

Tel EmailPostcode

To the Manager

Account Number

Sort Code DateSigned

Postcode I, (full name)

Bank PLC

Signed

Date

Second person at the  
same address (if desired*)

Registered Charity No. 1077729

(*A second person named at the same address becomes a full member of the Society for no 

additional subscription.) The annual subscription of £12.50 is due on October 1st each year.  

You can use a bank transfer to our bank (details below) or return this form with your cheque or 

standing order mandate (see below) to: Richard Carter (Membership Secretary), 8 Kings Road, Alton,  

GU34 1PZ. e-mail: thealtonsociety@gmail.com.  Your details will be held on computer. By signing this form 

you consent to allow us to contact you by post, email and telephone (occasionally), to further the 

objectives of the Society. These can be found on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk

request you pay to The Alton Society, Account No. 00026566 at TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty Pence (12.50) every year until further 

notice, starting on 1st October 20..... (please complete year).

Gift Aid Please tick box         if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.

Trailer for Sale or Rent
The Alton Society owns a trailer which is 
now surplus to requirements. We bought it 
about 10 years ago to help in transporting 
vital equipment to and from the Flood 
Meadows once a month. This means that 
it has covered no more than 200 miles on 
the road, and probably quite a lot less. It is 
an “Easyline 125”, which would cost about 
£140 new at today’s prices. We simply 
don’t need it any more, and we’re open  
to offers.   

If you are interested, please contact: 

Brian Good on 07384 362639 
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www.altonsociety.org.uk

Flood MeadowsA view of the Watercress Line Railway from Kings Pond.
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