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Alton Now, the newsletter of the Alton Society, is normally published three times a year. We welcome articles,
letters, poems and images pertaining to our town and its environment, so if you have anything to share for
the next edition, do get in touch. Please note that the views of individual contributors to the newsletter are not
necessarily those of the Alton Society.

Chairman’s corner
By David Simpkins

At last I can write this in a greater state of freedom of movement for us all. The
relaxation of the Covid-19 regulations provides us with opportunity to meet and
communicate rather better, but obviously carefully, particularly with regard to
meeting inside.
For that reason, none of our management meetings are
in person and yet again the AGM has to be postponed,
though the formal aspect of it will be dealt with and
notified in the normal way to the Charity Commission.
An extraordinary amount of work, commitment and time
has been applied by members of the Built Environment
Group to the proposed development at Chawton Park
Farm, in Jane Austen country, for the construction of
up to 1,200 houses. This will continue to occupy the
majority of the efforts of the Society as we regard it
as of such adverse significance to the town and this
community, should it proceed. In short, it would also
result in irreversible loss of heritage land. You will know
that at the last East Hampshire District Council meeting
the proposal for the land in question was downgraded
from ‘preferred alternative’ to ‘alternative’, and while
this is a positive step, it is not one from which we can
draw any comfort in the longer term.

As I and others have said in articles, there comes a time
with any community when enough is enough. One only
has to look around Alton to see the developments that
have been completed, others that are just settling in,
and others — for example the Coors Brewery Site —
that have yet to be built and come on stream. There is
independent legal advice that confirms that the Chawton
Park Farm development is unsustainable, and our work
will continue to make the case against. The traffic chaos
that would ensue almost defies belief. The Society and
its committee and its members and colleagues are really
making every effort to achieve the best result for the
town. Please view our page on Facebook and of course,
our website, for continuous updates.
I see the early part of the next year, as a minimum, being
occupied with the Chawton Park Farm proposal and
opposition to it. In the meantime, the petition will receive
more signatures and continuing public protest will no
doubt enjoy publicity.

Check our website for information, updates, and lots more...

www.altonsociety.org.uk

message us
thealtonsociety@gmail.com
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follow us
@TheAltonSociety

@AltonSociety
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The winners receiving the award from the Town Mayor Pam Jones

We are delighted to announce that James and
Lesley Willis have won this year’s award for
Outstanding Services to Alton.

The Outstanding Services
to Alton Award 2021
The award is given to those who have worked hard to make
a difference in our town through work, voluntary activity
or both. A special panel is set up by the Society to pick a
winner from those nominated. The panel includes members
of the Society, ordinary members of the community, the Town
Mayor and the previous winner of the award from last year. It
can be given to joint winners, as in this case.
James and Lesley Willis have lived and worked in Alton for
nearly 50 years, James working as a highly respected General
Practitioner; Lesley as a Biology teacher.
Both passionate environmentalists, they are founding and
very active members of Alton Climate Action Network (ACAN)
and the Alton Local Food Initiative (ALFI).
They share a love of the performing arts and are longstanding
members of the Alton Fringe, working together both onstage
and offstage in many different productions.
James was Chairman of the Alton Society for three years; he
used his considerable knowledge and authority in the cause
of the town to which he is so committed.
Lesley was a trained Citizens Advice Bureau volunteer
for several years and both have been governors in local
education institutions.

Winners James & Lesley Willis

The above barely does justice to the passion and
commitment they have brought to these and other
causes in a lifetime of engagement in our public
and civic life. They have made a demonstrable
difference to the town, which, as a result, has been
incredibly enriched.
When told about the award they were both pleased
and astonished. They are delighted that it is a joint
award, recognising how well they support each
other in their many endeavours.
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Natural Environment
Report
By Brian Good

There have been three ‘Friends of Flood
Meadows’ working party sessions since the
last newsletter, on Sunday 18 July, Sunday
15 August and Sunday 19 September. Now
that the need for social distancing due to
Covid-19 restrictions has eased, it is possible
to make good use of as many volunteers
as we can muster, although in reality the
numbers have not been as great as we would
have liked. Activity has tended to concentrate
on removing vegetation from the ponds and
waterways, and keeping the paths open.
This year, the water level has remained
relatively high. This means that both the
river and the ponds look good (albeit
somewhat overgrown in places), but it
makes it difficult to carry out any meaningful
maintenance and repair work along the
sections of the path that have experienced
noticeable erosion over the past couple
of years.

Pond’ body, who was very helpful to us, and
in return was given plenty of practical advice
to take back and apply in her own venture.
We plan to continue to work closely with each
other, exchanging ideas and advice based
upon experience.
On Saturday 25 September a ‘gravel
recharge’ took place as part of Rivers Week,
organised by Surrey Wildlife Trust, with Glen
Skelton playing a leading role. We were
invited to provide volunteer helpers for this
activity, which was funded by Alton Town
Council.
There is still (at time of writing) no news
concerning the possibility of using specialist
contractors to help re-build the dilapidated
sections of the river bank.
Jim Dickinson is still carrying out his usual
tree warden duties with his customary
thoroughness and enthusiasm.

At the August session we were joined by the
organiser of the parallel ‘Friends of Kings
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Autumn Litter Pick
Sixty-three volunteers took part in the Alton Society’s Autumn Litter Pick
in early October. They scoured the town centre, car parks and alleyways
for litter over a four-day period. In addition, Drayman’s Way, Basingstoke
Road up to New Odiham Road, Wilsom Road, Ashdell Road, Kings Pond,
Mount Pleasant Road and Windmill Hill were also cleared.
Yet again, the main problem was discarded cigarette
butts. Despite the many bins provided with panels
to stub out lit cigarettes, it appears some smokers
continue to let down the town.
Cans and bottles featured as well but there were fewer
plastic bags, as the charge for these bags has reduced
the number thrown away. When the government
eventually introduces a deposit return system on bottles
and cans, that should also make a difference.
The town’s car parks contained the most litter. These
appear to be neglected by the local authorities, as some
of the litter has been there for a lengthy period of time.
There has also been an increase in drug equipment
such as plastic straws and nitrous oxide canisters.
We intend to write to those businesses who have the
worst litter problems. If they need help in purchasing
cigarette butt bins, we are sure we could help. Perhaps
some Councillors’ grants could be used for these. The
commercial premises can help us by acting on our pleas
to tidy up their frontages and the surrounding areas.
The Alton Society would like to thank everyone —
members and non-members — who turned out to help

make Alton a town we can be proud of. We are grateful
to our partner groups too for their assistance.
We are particularly pleased to have the support of some
local businesses and groups. Jisp (a local firm in Alton)
was there again with eight helpers, Alton Lions provided
four and the Alton Herald sent a two-person team. Alton
Climate Action Network had a team of 10 working hard
in Anstey Park. Ashdell Residents Association and the
Church Triangle Residents Association also took part.
Thanks go to Alton Town Council for providing us with
the litter picks, rubbish bags and large waste bins for
the bags of litter, and to Bottega Dei Sapori for providing
a free cup of coffee to any volunteers who wanted one.
We collected 43 bin bags of dropped litter over the
four-day period. Among the more bizarre items was a
baby’s nappy wrapped around a lamp post and half a
fire extinguisher. Only one litter pick was broken during
this exercise!

If you are interested in helping with future litter
picks, contact Bob Booker on 07968192323 or
at thealtonsociety@gmail.com
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Chawton Park Farm
Protest and Petition

By Carol Palmer

Thank you so much for your ongoing support for our protests
against the Chawton Park Farm 1200 home development
proposal, and for our petition.
Protest result

Other sites to be investigated

It seems a long time since our very successful protest
on 18 September attracted nearly 300 people!

We also asked for confirmation of what other sites are
to be investigated ‘equally’ alongside CPF and when
we compared what Simon Jenkins said to us we saw
that he had missed out Neatham Down despite it being
listed within the Agenda Document for the meeting of
23 September.

As you know, East Hants District Council (EHDC)
shifted its position at the Full Council Meeting on 23
September and removed ‘preferred option status’ from
Chawton Park Farm. We protested outside before the
meeting and we were greeted there by a ‘gang of four’,
comprising the Director of Regeneration and Place
(Simon Jenkins) the CEO (Gill Kneller), the Leader of
the Council (Cllr Richard Millard) and the Deputy Leader
(Cllr Julie Butler).

Transport issues
They were in ‘listening’ mode and we put our objections
across strongly and clearly, later described by Cllr
Millard as ‘civil, polite and constructive’. In particular we
asked about any investigation of transport infrastructure
issues but as yet we haven’t had any firm details of
EHDC engagement with Hampshire County Council
on these.
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Here are the sites for your information from that
document:
•
•
•
•

•

A selection of ‘other sites’: White Dirt Farm
(Horndean); Land at Five Heads Road (Horndean);
Whitedown Lane (Alton) and Land east of Old
Odiham Road (Alton);
Land at Chawton Park Farm (Alton);
Land at Neatham Down (Alton); (we believe from
hearsay that this has been sold already which is why
it is no longer available).
Two South Medstead large development sites.
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Letter to Rt Hon Michael Gove MP
from Cllr R Millard
Cllr Millard handed us a letter he had sent to Michael
Gove MP (see end of this article) asking for guidance
on how to use an ‘alternative method’ of calculating
housing numbers as set out in government policy.
Here’s a link to it as well: https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1oWBxt4AplmcW8Uc_mXY91XkaU6ZiceaU/
view?usp=sharing

Letter on page 8

Suggested Letter to Rt Hon Damian Hinds MP to
be used by anyone
We have written our own letter to be sent by anyone
who’d like to, to Rt Hon Damian Hinds MP (damian.
hinds.mp@parliament.uk). The purpose of the letter
being to underline the concerns Cllr Millard writes
about, and to help Damian’s lobbying of Mr Gove
as part of Damian’s drive for a group of MPs who,
like him, have national parks in their constituencies
with all the attendant issues regarding housing
having to be built outside these national parks,
while build numbers have to include the ‘housing
need’ of these National Parks. Our letter can be
found here: https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1HrZ1HWtNrNV4edcOEhv-VFOYOL2ou8M2/

Letter on page 9 &10

Alton Society Column in the Alton Herald
- an opportunity to add your voice
Some time ago the Alton Herald was approached
to see if they would be interested in running an
occasional column on topical matters from the Society.
The editorial team on the Herald were very keen to
accommodate us but at the time we struggled to find
writers to volunteer to pen the pieces.
Roll forward some months to the very energetic
campaign against EHDC’s Chawton Park Farm
proposal being run by members under the direction
of Carol Palmer. Along with forensic scrutiny of
EHDC’s plans from the town council, the active protest
movement has been strictly a Society initiative.

This seemed an ideal opportunity to revive the Alton
Herald/Alton Society column, the first of which ran
in the 7 October edition.…a whole half-page of
sensibly argued opposition to the Chawton Park Farm
proposals!
The plan is to solicit guest contributors to the column
so, if you have something to say and can articulate it
in 500-600 words, the Society would be very happy to
put it forward for publication in the Herald.
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To: Rt Hon Damian Hinds MP, (damian.hinds.mp@parliament.uk)
From: Name, Address
Dear Mr Hinds,
I am writing as a voter in your East Hampshire constituency.
I have recently witnessed the inclusion of Chawton Park Farm in the East Hampshire District Council’s
spatial strategy at their meeting on 23rd September 2021, and am very concerned about the unsustainability
of a c1200 home development on this site, and the traffic, noise and pollution impact c3000 cars will have
on this short stretch of already busy road linking the A31 with the A339, as well as the desecration of an
ancient valley-route into Alton bounded by ancient woodlands and Sites of Interest to Nature Conservation.
You will have seen the letter dated 23rd September 2021, sent to the Rt Hon Michael Gove MP by Cllr
Richard Millard, Leader of East Hampshire District Council (EHDC) and I am writing to you to ask for your
help in providing the clarification and assistance he seeks from Mr Gove.
If the housing numbers could be brought down for the East Hampshire District this could mean that the
large site of Chawton Park Farm is not needed.
The facts are that the Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) in noting the flaws associated with the Standard
Method of calculating housing numbers specifies a scenario which exactly applies to our particular situation
in East Hampshire and implies that using an ‘Alternative Method’ would be appropriate in our case:
Our Local Authority boundary (East Hampshire District) does not align with the Strategic Policy making
authority boundary. This means that although the South Downs National Park (SDNP) is a different Local
Authority to East Hampshire District who are the ‘strategic policy making authority’ (SPMA), due to a policy
in the National Planning Policy Framework any SDNP unmet housing needs are the responsibility of our
SPMA. The problem for us, as you know, is that being a National Park, the SDNP can refuse to build any
houses if they don’t ‘conserve and enhance’ their area.
And I further note from Cllr Millard’s letter that the following policy statements also support the case for
using an ‘Alternative Method’:
the PPG says that use of the standard method is not mandatory
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) says that ‘exceptional circumstances’ can justify an alternative
approach
It seems that it might be appropriate for EHDC to use an ‘Alternative Method’ of housing number calculation
and I would ask for your help in obtaining, as a matter of urgency, the clarification sought by Cllr Millard as
to what constitutes ‘exceptional circumstances’, and also guidance on how an ‘Alternative Method’ should
be drafted (for example in the disaggregation of the housing numbers of the SDNP from East Hampshire
District) in order to pass any tests at an examination.
You will know that the situation in East Hampshire District regarding housing need is also exacerbated by
the way the affordability index feeds into the Standard Method and how it increases the number of houses
that need to be built here as a direct result of the high house prices in the SDNP. Given the government’s
recent ‘pause’ in the planning reforms and its re-focus on brownfield sites I would ask you to ask consider
the invidious situation in your constituency of East Hampshire, a predominantly rural area, which has to fit
90% of the housing need into 43% of the land area and needs constantly to find more greenfield land to
accommodate unrealistic housing targets and the unmet needs of the highly protected national park.
I understand that you are working in Parliament to get together a group of MPs who have similar issues
in their constituencies and I hope that you are making progress, and I support and applaud this initiative.
I would ask for your help directly in obtaining the clarification requested by Cllr Millard, and with all speed.
Yours sincerely,
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I/we wish to become member(s) of the Alton Society

ALTON

THE

The Alton Society Membership Application

SOCIETY

Registered Charity No. 1077729

Title

First Name

Surname

Title

First Name

Surname

Second person at the
same address (if desired*)

Address
Postcode

Email

Tel

(*A second person named at the same address becomes a full member of the Society for no
additional subscription.) The annual subscription of £12.50 is due on October 1st each year.
You can use a bank transfer to our bank (details below) or return this form with your cheque or
standing order mandate (see below) to: Bob Booker (Membership Officer), 76 Victoria Road, Alton GU34 2DE
e-mail: thealtonsociety@gmail.com Your details will be held on computer. By signing this form you

Signed

consent to allow us to contact you by post, email and telephone (occasionally), to further the
objectives of the Society. These can be found on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk

Date

Standing Order Mandate
To the Manager

Bank PLC
Postcode

Address
I,

(full name)

request you pay to The Alton Society, Account No. 00026566 at TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty Pence (12.50) every year until further
notice, starting on 1st October 20..... (please complete year).

Account Number
Sort Code

Gift Aid Please tick box

Signed
if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.

Date

THE

ALTON

SOCIETY

Join us now and have a say and a role

in the future of our town. Use the form
on the previous page or check out our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
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