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Chairman’s corner
By David Simpkins

As always, there are key issues to report. The Litter Pick 
repeats its success year on year. Clearly, this year it was 
arranged around the government restrictions and its 
administration and support from members of the Society 
and also the public was very welcome and impressive. 
We continue to forge the link with the national body, 
Keep Britain Tidy.

The work by the Flood Meadows team continues and we 
can all see how that creates such an enhanced amenity 
for us all. 

The whole environment of the centre of Alton, its skyline 
and aspect, is being changed radically by the demolition 
work taking place on the Coors site. Let us hope that 
the completion of the work and population of the homes 
and commercial units breathe the new life into the High 
Street that it does really need.

The Society has involved itself in and supported where it 
can the No Wey Incinerator campaign, ALFI (which had 
a superb display at the recent Hampton Court show) and 
other community group works.

You do not need me to remind you of the impact of the 
housing developments that have taken place in Alton 
over the last few years. Whatever one’s view, they 
have had a very significant impact upon Alton and its 
environment, and the most recent ones are of course 
just beginning to settle in. Now, out of the blue, we are 
faced with a proposed development at Chawton Park 
Farm. Our reaction to this is set out and dealt with on 

page 7 of this newsletter and I send my thanks to all 
those involved in the Society, and indeed others, in 
moving as quickly as humanly possible to respond to 
and push back this proposal.

Truly, it is difficult to see this as having anything other 
than a very harmful, deleterious effect upon Alton in 
general and its specific environment in that area.

We will continue with this opposition work, cooperating 
with and supporting others in the community, in whatever 
form that opposition takes.

We will continue our alignment with other societies and 
value our continued link with Alton Town Council, ADRA 
and CPRE. 

Again, I am grateful for the commitment of committee 
members to the matters that come along which we can 
respond to in the interest of the community in pursuance 
of our objectives. In particular, our Built Environment 
Group has put in significant time and responded 
effectively and in detail to planning proposals where 
appropriate and in particular that relating to Chawton 
Park Farm.

As always, I wish everyone a safe and healthy time 
ahead and if there is anyone reading this who would 
be interested in either joining the Society or bringing 
relevant skills to the Committee, please contact me or 
any other Committee member.

I am delighted to report that we have continued our work and contribution to the 
community within the constraints under which we currently have to work. I hope that 
the forthcoming management meeting will be the last using Zoom, but we shall see.
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welcome
Alton Now, the newsletter of the Alton Society, is normally published three times a year. We welcome articles, 
letters, poems and images pertaining to our town and its environment, so if you have anything to share for 
the next edition, do get in touch. Please note that the views of individual contributors to the newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the Alton Society.

www.altonsociety.org.uk



By Martyn & Sue Dell
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Fillup in Alton
Tell us something about your personal background
I have lived in the Alton area all my life, growing up in 
Farnham and studying for A levels at Alton College. 
Having lived in both London and Cornwall, I have 
now been back living in Alton for the last 7 years and 
absolutely love being back in the area and bringing up 
my daughter here too. Professionally I have spent the 
last 10 years working in the events industry. 

What inspired you to start Fillup?
When the pandemic struck I was placed on furlough 
and with live events feeling particularly vulnerable I 
put my head to a business idea I had been working on 
over a couple of years. Living sustainably and being 
environmentally aware have always been important to 
me. I had visited Zero Waste Shops in other parts of the 
UK and realised that what they offer would give me the 
capability to convert my own household consumption 
to being as sustainable as possible, I just needed a 
shop local to me for it to make sense. 

How do you decide what products to stock  
and how to source them?
There are so many fantastic products and initiatives out 
there now that starting off on a plastic-free journey can 
be slightly overwhelming. One of my main incentives 
for Fillup is to take the legwork out of the process 
and offer a shop with tried, tested and researched 
products. I started off by stocking household staples; 
everyday products and ingredients used by many. Fillup 

isn’t a specialist health food shop, although supplying 
raw ingredients rather than anything processed and 
packaged, it is in many ways by default a shop selling 
healthy food! By offering goods packaging-free my aim 
is to provide a convenient alternative to a supermarket 
shop, giving households the ability to reduce the 
amount of discarded waste.

What are the benefits for individuals/the town/wider society?
We are facing a global environmental crisis and the 
coronavirus pandemic has only exacerbated the issue, 
with disposable PPE now included in the waste washing 
up on our shores and adding to landfill. We are incredibly 
lucky to live in a very beautiful part of the world and my 
hope is that Fillup offers our community an opportunity 
to minimise our contribution to this growing concern 
and stand and be counted as an area committed to 
steering our path towards a more sustainable future. 

What are your impressions after your first few months? 
The response to the shop has been fantastic. It was 
really important to me that Fillup is somewhere that 
anyone feels they can walk through the door; it doesn’t 
take just one type of person to have an environmentally 
conscious mind. I price-match Sainsburys with like-for-
like products wherever possible.

At Fillup you can find food and drink items, cleaning 
products and bathroom essentials available to be 
dispensed into your own containers (we do have 
produce bags and a selection of jars too, if needed).

Alton now has a ‘Fillup’ shop where you can take 
your own containers and fill them up with goods, so 
eliminating wasteful packaging. Here, we interview  
its founder and owner, Louise Bagnall.



NEWSLETTER OF THE ALTON SOCIETY SUMMER 20214

We have looked at, and completed, the surveys 
currently being circulated by Heartflood. We feel 
strongly that they no more than scratched the 
surface, so we set out below more detailed ideas and 
observations about reshaping our Town Centre.

By Louise Parker & Charles Kaye

The Town
Alton is an expanding town: a wave of development 
is taking place which is adding over a thousand new 
households to our community and during the remainder 
of this decade more developments will follow. The 
character of the town is changing: it is moving from a 
market town with a brewery background and industry 
towards a dormitory town with an increasing emphasis on 
retirement homes. Often neglected is the fact that we have 
an academic population of over 3,000 teenagers (Alton 
College, Amery and Eggar’s). 

The town has many advantages:

• an unspoilt town centre, compact and accessible
• plentiful central car parking
• an attractive country valley setting  
 (to be preserved)
• direct rail service to London
• good road network
• good bus service south to Winchester
• five central venues for events 
• Community Centre
• Assembly Rooms
• The Maltings
• Alton College
• Library
• Three supermarkets on the fringe of town   
 (one of them just off the town centre), with the  
 expected addition of a fourth at the proposed  
 new retail part in Mill Lane.

Attractions

The town already benefits from:
• The Watercress Line
• Jane Austen aura (Chawton and  
 Chawton House)
• Alton Gallery and Curtis Museum  
 (both central)
• The River Wey and three public open  
 spaces within easy walking distance  
 of the Town Centre
• Regency Week
• Beer Festival (bi-annual)
• Transport rallies (cars, buses)
• Weekly market
• Alton Town Council park programme
• New Sports Centre
• ‘Marmot Christmas’
• May’s Walking Festival
• The Palace Cinema
• The Bottle Fair (bi-annual)
• Civil War re-enactments
• An emerging café society on both the  
 High Street and in Market Square
• The arrival of new businesses, mainly  
 independents
• A monthly Farmers’ Market, although this 
  appears to have been declining –   
 possibly due to the popularity of  
 direct selling to consumers as a result  
 of the pandemic?
• A monthly Craft Market

Right: Alton High Street

AHRA response to 
Heartflood consultation 
on Alton Town Centre



Improving the Town Centre
We have listed some suggestions:

A) Appearance and presentation:
 •  smartness (shops and frontages)
 •  cleanliness - litter war
 • signage - simplified and updated
 • flowers and trees (more of both)

B) Car parking
 • first hour to be free  
  (to encourage longer stays)

C) Late evening shopping
 • once a week in the summer season  
  and during run-up to Christmas
D) Encourage new businesses on High Street  
 and Market Street:
 • use of ‘pop up’ tenancies
  (exhibitions, sales, collectables, crafts,  
  advertising - local, societies, schools)

Target
What do we want to change and  
encourage?

A) More visitors: day or  
 stay? both?

B) More for the teenage   
 population to do

C) Drawing the new estates’   
 residents into the town to 
 spend, participate  
 and contribute

 • new ventures to be encouraged
 • butcher*
 • artisan baker/cake shop*
 • hair salon
 • toy shop
 • greengrocer*
 • delicatessen*
 • another bistro (High Street)? already  
  in prospect
 • more cafés
 • craft supplies, such as yarn, fabrics,   
  haberdashery, papercrafts, jewellery
 • ‘Digital Hub’ – providing a space for home- 
  workers to hotdesk/book meeting rooms

  *if not individual premises, perhaps a ‘Farm  
  Shop’ shared space for local producers,   
  akin to the new Creative Emporium.
 
 • Alongside a policy of no more stores on   
  outskirts which could devitalise the  
  Town Centre

E) Publicise!
 • Selling the town on social media and in print
 • Establish a proper Tourist Information Centre 
 • Our proposal is that space in the Assembly  
  Rooms (ground floor front) could be used  
  to offer an active service for visitors as   
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continued overleaf



  opposed to a passive ‘cupboard’ of  
  leaflets in a back street without any  
  staff. Having a manned presence is  
  either an employment opportunity  
  in the town or the opportunity for  
  volunteering. An alternative location  
  could be to use one of the empty shops  
  in the Town Centre.
 • More features and explorations of  
  the Town to be highlighted e.g. Tree  
  Trail, Architectural Highlights
 
F) Museum and Gallery an active focus:

 • more should be made of these assets. 
   Publicity for the outstanding collection  
  of china and pottery upstairs in the  
  Allen Gallery - more talks and themed  
  displays. Establish a new exhibition  
  of Alton History of Brewing upstairs  
  in the Assembly Rooms – potential to  
  partner with Alton College media  
  students to create an interactive,  
  multi-media display?
 • Seek investment to make the Curtis  
  Museum more interactive and visitor  
  responsive.
 

• If relocating the Tourist Information   
 to the ground floor of the Assembly   
 Rooms, and introducing an Alton   
 History of Brewing to the upstairs floor  
  of the Assembly Rooms, there is the  
  opportunity to identify the Museum/ 
  Assembly Rooms complex as   
  Alton’s ‘Cultural Centre’.
 • More events on the Green.

G) More themed events, e.g:
 • Film Festival (Palace Cinema and  
  Alton College)
 • an Austen Weekend: talks and tours  
  (Chawton and Chawton House)
 • an Opie Weekend: (folk) dance, 
  songs and talks

H) Cyclist access and pedestrianisation 
 The former has been much improved  
 with cycle racks and repair stations.  
 Changes in High Street access can be  
 considered but must be thought through  
 carefully, particularly with regards to  
 numbers and benefit. Pedestrianisation is a  
 controversial topic and does not have the  
 same priority as other proposed measures.
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Conclusion
The Town already has much to offer but undersells itself: 
that needs to be changed. This needs active support and 
contributions from County and District. There is scope, 
with backing and encouragement, to extend the range of 
what is on offer and to draw new residents and visitors in 
and to integrate new residents. Alton’s residents are proud 
of their town but have become disillusioned by the gentle 
demise of a vibrant High Street. Against the backdrop of the changing nature of retail and purpose of High Street 
businesses, it will be easy to dismiss these ideas as impractical or to say ‘We’ve already tried that’. If we do not 
make an effort, nothing will change and we will quietly slip further down, overtaken by Bordon and Petersfield, 
with a sclerotic centre, slowly seizing up, to be labelled ‘Gateway to the National Park’, a transit zone. 
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You will no doubt have seen our email about this and the article in the Alton Herald of 1 July. We protested 
against it in the strongest terms to the members of the East Hampshire District Council (EHDC) Planning 
Policy Committee, who discussed it on 6 July. At the end of a two-and-a-half hour meeting, the Committee 
were asked to vote on this motion:

“Members are requested to note the different spatial 
options for the EHDC Local Plan 2017–2038 and 
approve the preferred option (Option 2) for the spatial 
strategy to feature in the emerging East Hampshire 
Local Plan”. 

The result of the vote by the nine-member committee 
was only one objection, one abstention and the rest  
in favour.

The view expressed by many, including the Chairman, 
was that ‘we must get this signed off so as not to delay 
the progress of the Local Plan, otherwise we could 
be exposed to speculative development strikes by 
developers’, and ‘we can’t consider the detail because 
we are a ‘strategy’ committee and not a Planning 
Committee’. Although there were also voices raising 
concerns about the calculation of the housing numbers 
for East Hampshire that are influenced in two ways by 
the existence of the South Downs National Park: the 
limits on the number of new builds they can provide, 
so the rest of East Hampshire has to meet this ‘unmet 
need’ and the effect on the Affordability Index (makes it 
higher), which brings with it the requirement for higher 
housing numbers. The Officers advised caution in trying 
to proceed with an Alternative Calculation rather than 
the Standard Method. The Committee was told by the 
Officers that there were no ‘show stoppers’ regarding  

Chawton Park Farm, which is why it is the ‘Preferred 
Option’.   

Officers say that unlike Northbrook Park, Chawton 
Park Farm (CPF) isn’t in a Special Protected Area (SPA) 
– Ancient Woodland doesn’t have any special legal 
protection apparently – and there is no flood risk. They 
are looking for a ‘net gain’ for biodiversity at CPF and 
they say this site has opportunities to achieve this. The 
Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre is doing 
research into the woodlands to see which areas are 
suitable for increasing the biodiversity. And professional 
ecological advice is coming from HCC.

Now that this Preferred Option has been chosen, Officers 
can start further investigations into what is possible at 
CPF: they say the ‘quantum’ (of housing) is currently 
unknown. The impression was given by Officers that the 
problems with the bridge can be overcome, but no details 
were given. They need to have more in-depth discussions 
with Hampshire County Council. The narrowness of 
Chawton Park Road and impact on congestion of the 
development was glossed over.

Alton has had enough of its beautiful surroundings being 
the dumping ground for East Hampshire’s housing 
numbers. Your Society will continue to oppose this 
unsustainable and scandalous proposal in whatever 
ways it can.

Chawton Park Farm Proposal 
1200 homes – A Scandal By Carol Palmer
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He also gave them an oak tree that would have been 
used for building. Medieval leper hospitals usually 
included a house for the warden, dwellings for the 
inmates and the sisters/brothers who looked after them, 
kitchens, a hall and a chapel/church. They were placed 
at the edges of settlements but needed to be near a 
road so that they could collect alms. Inmates would be 
buried on site and so care needs to be taken if any work 
is ever done in the area.

About 30 years later, the warden and brothers of the 
‘hospital of St Mary Magdelain for lepers’ in Alton were 
also given protection. This was a dangerous time, with 
robberies and killings quite a frequent occurrence. The 
last mention of the hospital functioning that has been 
found so far is in 1302.

The position of part of the Alton Spittle is given in the 
deeds of the Alton House Hotel - the previous building 
on the site being called ‘Spittle House’. This places the 
hospital at the eastern boundary of the manor of Alton 
Eastbrook, on land at the corner of Normandy Street 
and Papermill Lane. The leper hospital is remembered 
in several names in Alton. The area called Spittlehatch 
records a hatch (or gate) on the road from Worldham that 
led to the hospital, and the corn mill (on the site of the 
flats by King’s Pond) was referred to as ‘le Spittle Mill’ 
in 1621. The fields called Spittle Field or Spital Field (the 
new Cemetery and Alton College land) were probably 
given to the hospital as a form of endowment.

Later, the old hospital came into the hands of the Butler 
family. An inventory was taken in July 1723 of items 
in the ‘dwelling house called Spittle’ and these show  
a possible layout:

The early history of 
the Alton House Hotel By Jane Hurst

There was a leper hospital or ‘Spittle’ in Alton in the Middle Ages. In 1234, the ‘sisters of the hospital of St Mary 
Magdalen, Aulton’ were given royal protection by King Henry III.
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Downstairs: parlour, pantry, kitchen

Outside: brewhouse, skillen, strong beer sellar (cellar),  

small beer sellar (cellar)

Upstairs: parlour chamber, maids’ chamber, 

kitchen chamber, men’s chamber

This must have been one of the more substantial buildings 
of the medieval Spittle as it survived until the early 1800s.

By 1757 the occupier was James Johnson, who was 
probably running a school here as he was a schoolmaster 
but not on the staff of the nearby Eggar’s Grammar School. 
In July 1788 the Spittle House and garden, together with 
other property, came up for auction at Garraway’s Coffee 
House in London when it was bought by James.

After the deaths of James and his widow in 1808, the 
next owners were the Lewis family who sold the corner 
plot (now the site of the Roman Catholic church) to Lucy 
Pajot and her daughter in 1818. By the time that John 
Musters bought the Spittle House and its land in 1822, it 
had been divided into two dwellings. The larger one had 
two bedrooms, a parlour, kitchen and brewhouse. The 
smaller one had a parlour and kitchen with a bedroom 
over the parlour.

In the 1820s, the old ‘Spittle House’ was demolished 
and, on 31 May 1828, the ‘new erected Mansion’ 
was conveyed to Joseph Jordan, cabinet maker and 
upholsterer, for £1260! In 1832, Jordan sold the property 
to Rev. John Bannister for £1400. The ‘new erected 
Mansion’ still stands – it is the central part of the Alton 
House Hotel –and the Lodge was, in 1832, described as 
a ‘new erected cottage’.

John Banister became the perpetual curate of West 
Worldham in 1828. As there was no clergy house in the 
village, John decided to live in nearby Alton, where he 
ran a ‘gentleman’s preparatory school’ which he called 
‘Normandy House’, although the house was also known 

as ‘West Worldham Parsonage’. In the 1841 census, 
John was aged about 50 and had seven students and 
a ‘classical assistant’ living with him. It was quite usual 
for clergymen (like Jane Austen’s father) to take private 
pupils. Often the young men were being prepared for 
University entrance.

John’s property came up for sale in 1844 and there is a 
good description of the residence and pleasure grounds. 
Eventually it was bought by John Edward Spicer who had 
married Miss Pajot next door and ran Alton’s paper mills. 
The property was leased out to Mrs Hooper – a daughter 
of Alton’s surgeon William Curtis – and from this garden, 
the firework display could be seen when the railway to 
Alton opened in 1852.

As the owner, John Edward Spicer, had gone bankrupt, the 
‘very desirable Gentlemanly Residence’ was auctioned 
and, eventually, came into the hands of Henry Carpenter 
of Eastbourne for £2000. He renamed it ‘Beckington 
House’. After his death in 1862, his widow leased the 
property to several interesting people for short periods 
until it was taken by Sir George Samuel Brooke Pechell, 
Bart and his family. Sir George applied to the Local Board 
to supply him with water for the Hydraulic Engine used in 
connection with his organ here – to be paid for by meter 
to be provided by him! He bought ‘Alton House’ (as it 
was now known) and, after he died in 1897, it was again 
acquired by the Spicer family next door.

By 1905, the occupier was Major-Gen. Sir Geoffry 
Barton, KCVO, CB, CMG, who had fought in the Ashanti 
and the Zulu Wars. He was followed by Henrietta Jane 
Christina Bentink, widow of Baron Wolter Bentinck of the 
Netherlands, who had lived in various local places before 
settling here. After 12 years, in May 1924, Henrietta died. 
Mrs Mary Spicer, who lived next door and owned ‘Alton 
House’, does not appear to have leased out the house 
after this and it remained empty for about seven years 
until being sold to Charles Henry Duckett - but that is 
another story!

Far left: The old hotel 
without its wings

Left: The Alton  
House Hotel today
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What has our  
Built Environment Group  
been focussing on?

There is currently some doubt as to whether 
or not these historic water tanks will be able to 
be preserved and we were invited to view and 
comment on Crest Nicholson’s visual inspection 
report on the preservation of these towers, with 
particular regard to the water tanks on the larger 
of the towers.

We wrote to Crest Nicholson on 11 June to say 
that we support the Alton Building Preservation 
Trust’s proposals regarding their preservation as an 
essential part of the conservation of the tower.  We 
commented that ‘they are a significant and bold 
visual expression of an important architectural 
heritage’ and that ‘this is a landmark for the 
future and we support celebrating and retaining 
the history of the structure rather than reducing  
its impact’.

We finished with our strong objection to any 
proposal to remove the structures as they are an 
essential part of the conservation of the water 
tower and integral to its design.

The welcome outcome is that Crest has now 
commissioned a structural surveyor to more 
properly appraise the condition of the tanks by 
means of a scaffold tower, and the results will be 
shared with all parties involved in this discussion, 
including Alton Town Council.

Preservation of the water towers 
in the meadows at the Lord 
Mayor Treloar’s Hospital Site

Lidl - did they think they 
could determine this 
Planning Application by 
delegatory powers?!

By Carol Palmer

We were delighted with the news that made the front page 
of the Alton Herald on 10 June: our Planning Authority 
has agreed that the determination of the Lidl planning 
application (old Tesco site on Mill Lane) should be by our 
democratically elected Planning Committee. We, along with 
the Holybourne Village Association and others, wrote to the 
District Council to set out why we felt that such a large and 
influential site should be appraised and assessed by the 
Planning Committee, not by Council Officers.   

The application was due to come before the Planning 
Committee on 8 July but the meeting has now been 
postponed until 5 or 26 August.
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Keep Britain Tidy’s  
Action in Alton

The litter pick was organised by the Alton Society with 
the support of Alton Town Council. The Society had 
help from the Keep Britain Tidy campaign to ensure the 
safety of the participants. Our local MP and a number 
of Alton District and Town Councillors took part, giving 
up some of their time to help us clear rubbish from the 
Town’s streets, pavements and alleyways. 

Local businesses also sent volunteers, showing a 
wonderful commitment to support our local community. 
There were teams from the Nationwide Building 
Society, local firm Jisp and Alton’s Specsavers. Alton 
Lions came on two days and the Alton Climate Action 
Network (ACAN) joined forces with the Society, clearing 
litter from the Wooteys, Manor and Anstey estates. The 
Ashdell Residents Association and the Church Triangle 
Residents Association covered their areas, which 

included King’s Pond, St Lawrence Churchyard and the 
old cemetery. Special thanks go to Bottega Dei Sapori 
on Crown Hill who provided vouchers for a free coffee 
as a ‘thank you’ to the volunteers.

We disposed of 66 rubbish bags, 40 face masks (these 
had been left on the ground rather than put in a bin) 
and too many cigarette butts to count. It is astonishing 
that irresponsible smokers continue to blight our 
environment. 

We plan to repeat the event in the Autumn,  
but many of us will be going out between  
now and then to tackle the scourge of litter.  
If you want to help then contact the organisers  
at thealtonsociety@gmail.com

Keep Britain Tidy’s National Spring Litter Pick 
campaign was supported in Alton over five days 
at the beginning of June. A total of 70 volunteers 
were out daily in groups complying with Covid-19 
regulations to cover specific areas in the town. 



Civic Voice -  
Planning News By Carol Palmer

Stage 1 - 6 months
Call for sites/areas under the three categories 
with ‘best in class’ public engagement.

Stage 2 - 12 months 
Local authority prepares its Local Plan.

Stage 3 - 6 weeks 
Local authority submits the plan for examination 
and publicises the plan for consultation with ‘best 
in class’ engagement. Responses will have a word 
limit and those seeking changes must explain how 
the plan should be changed and why.

Stage 4 - 9 months 
Planning inspector examines the plan against the 
sustainable development test and makes binding 

Civic Voice has been very helpful in advising and guiding societies like ours on the likely impact of the 
forthcoming changes to the planning system that are to be embodied in a Planning Bill expected this autumn. 
Here is a reminder of what is proposed re the timescale of ‘new style’ Local Plan adoption – with further 
explanation below.
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This graphic shows the likely stages at which Civic Societies 
can input to the Planning System if the Planning Reforms do go 
ahead. Community Input will be reduced – see the comments by 
the MHCLG Committee (right). Our role as a Civic Society will 
be to advise at Stages 2 and 4 (see image  ‘Civic engagement in 
new style Local Plans’ above) and that is all. Civic Voice believes 
they should lobby via the APPG so that members get a formal 

changes where necessary. All those that submitted comments on the 
plan would have a ‘right to be heard’.

Stage 5 - 6 weeks
Local plan map, key and text are finalised and adopted.

voice in the new planning system. This 
would bring change and responsibilities 
for both civic societies and LPAs. A 
straw poll of our committee members 
produced the result 3:1 in favour – with 
the comment that this should mean 
being a ‘statutory consultee’.   

Civic Voice believes that Civic Societies 
remain the best route into the planning 
process for serious community 
involvement in planning matters. I hope 
you agree.

For more information have a look 
at this set of slides from a recent CV 
presentation where those two graphics 
came from: http://www.civicvoice.org.
uk/uploads/files/Regional_Network_
June_2021_Slides.pdf
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The Ministry of Housing Communities and Local 
Government‘s (MHCLG) Committee produced a report 
in May entitled ‘The Future of the Planning System in 
England’, on the results from the ‘Planning for the Future’ 
white paper consultation that we contributed to last year.

https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/6180/
documents/68915/default/

Key findings are encouraging:

• Members of the public should still have a say  
 on individual planning applications.  The report  
 concludes that: ‘All individuals must still be able  
 to comment and influence upon all individual  
 planning proposals.’

• The government should reconsider its ‘zonal’  
 proposal for local plans to designate three types  
 of land. The Committee says it is: ‘un-persuaded  
 that the government’s zoning-based approach will  
 produce a quicker, cheaper, and democratic   
 planning system’, and says it ‘should reconsider  
 the case’ for this. The Committee commented  
 on the ‘lack of detail’.

• Evidence is required for the government’s   
 300,000-homes-a-year target. The Committee  
 says: ‘To command public support there also needs  
 to be greater clarity on why and how the housing  
 target needs to be delivered, including why relying  
 on brownfield sites alone would be insufficient.’

• A time limit of 18 months is recommended for  
 works to commence on site, to tackle the ‘problem  
 of build out rates’, with penalties if progress is slow. 

A Parliamentary Debate on the Planning Reforms 
followed the Report on 21 June

The non-binding motion called on the Government 
to protect the right of communities to comment on 
individual planning applications. The motion was carried 
by 212 votes to 0.  The majority of Tory MPs abstained. 
Vice-Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) 
for Civic Societies, William Wragg, supported the 
motion.   

Many MPs spoke in support of the Civic Voice message 
to Government that opportunities must be made 
available for communities to make representations on 

details of individual planning applications.

Government Report on White Paper Consultation

10 June 2021 House of Lords  
Debate ‘Motion of Regret’ on 
impact of Changes to Permitted 
Development Rights (PDRs)*

Motion of Regret

Sadly this has no legal effect to stop or amend 
the Statutory Instrument (SI 2021/428) but 
gives members an opportunity to put on record 
their dissent. It was critical of the government 
and the government was defeated. The motion 
said: “[the SI would] remove the voice of local 
communities, resulting in a new swathe of 
poor-quality housing, and detrimentally impact 
the prosperity of high streets; ...these changes 
have been introduced with insufficient parliamentary 
scrutiny and calls on Her Majesty’s Government to 
withdraw the Order”.

*These are rights to make certain changes to a building 
without the need to apply for planning permission. They 
derive from a general planning permission granted by 
Parliament, rather than from permission granted by the 
local planning authority (LPA).
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Effect of this Statutory Instrument

We can expect to see planning applications for 
changes in the Town as a result of this SI which 
comes into effect on 1 August. It will allow not just 
offices (as currently) but also shops and businesses 
to change from Class E use (Commercial etc) to Class 
C3 (Residential). Already, in May, we saw a planning 
application (36780/008) for change of use at 68-68A 
High Street from an existing sports therapy business 
to three residential flats. This is in the Conservation 
Area and was refused in June for reasons of loss 
of community facility and unacceptable impact on 
residential amenity for nearby commercial premises 
in terms of noise disturbance.

The other issue with homes built under PDRs is the 
floor area. Thankfully these homes will now have 
to meet the Nationally Described Space standard: 
minimum 37m² floor space for a new 1-bed flat with 
shower.

Had you heard of these? I hadn’t until recently. 
An SCI defines how local planning authorities will 
meaningfully engage communities in planning. 
But... ‘unfortunately far too many have become 
long, out of date and out of touch documents 
stating little more than statutory requirements’ (Civic 
Voice). Civic Voice believes that SCIs should be the 
‘bedrock of community involvement’.

Here is the link to East Hampshire’s SCI: https://cdn.
easthants.gov.uk/public/documents/East%20Hants%20
Statement%20of%20Community%20Involvement%20
(2018)%20.pdf

and below is our entry on the chart produced from 
research by the University of Reading. So in answer 
to your question (!) yes, our LPA has one. It was 
produced in 2018 and all LPAs are legally required 
to have one.

Thanks for reading this report! If you have any questions, do get in touch at:  
thealtonsociety@gmail.com

Check our website for information, updates, and lots more...  

www.altonsociety.org.uk
thealtonsociety@gmail.com @TheAltonSociety @AltonSociety

message us follow us
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Letters to the Editor

The Alton Society Membership Application

Dear Editor,

As I walk down the town to the centre I notice the grey 
blob on the pavement. It looks a little like a very dirty 
snowflake which has adhered itself to the ground. It has 
been there some time and on closer inspection I can see 
it’s a piece of chewing gum. I can’t begin to understand 
the reason why a person would spit out their gum and 
let it land on the ground for everyone to tread on. It’s 
unhygienic and looks awful. Doesn’t anyone care?

I walk on further and the pavement is now populated by 
cigarette butts. I, among many, volunteer to do regular 
litter picks, and have found this is the most persistent 
form of litter at present. Most smokers act responsibly 
but some persist in thinking that they have a right to 
drop their butts on the ground for others to deal with. 

They have to be cleared up as they are full of dangerous 
chemicals and plastic and it has been proven that 
micro-particles from these butts find their way into our 
rivers and finally the sea. I am convinced that unless we 
continue to kick up a fuss about this type of litter it will 
just get worse. It is time we had enforcement officers 

visit Alton at least once a week and fine the litterers 
(I call them tossers!). Local and national government 
should act and have a real fine deterrent, first offence 
£500. The tossers would only do it once.

The introduction of a deposit return scheme would also 
make a difference, as getting money back does make a 
tosser think twice before he or she drops their bottle or 
can. Germany has had one for years and it works. Ours 
is due to come in 2024 – but why not now? 

I have to question why people drop litter. We were 
always taught to take our litter home (and there was 
less single-use plastic then as well). I am informed that 
schools do try to inculcate a duty in children not to drop 
litter, so when does this change? 

We have all seen the wildlife programmes showing how 
litter blights the life of so many animals and it has led to 
the choking of our oceans with tons of rubbish. I don’t 
pretend to know the answers but we cannot continue 
as we are. We are drowning under a tsunami of rubbish.

Yours, Bob Booker

I/we wish to become member(s) of the Alton Society

Standing Order Mandate

Title  First Name Surname 

Title  First Name Surname 

Address

Address

Tel EmailPostcode

To the Manager

Account Number

Sort Code DateSigned

Postcode I, (full name)

Bank PLC

Signed

Date

Second person at the  
same address (if desired*)

Registered Charity No. 1077729

(*A second person named at the same address becomes a full member of the Society for no 

additional subscription.) The annual subscription of £12.50 is due on October 1st each year.  

You can use a bank transfer to our bank (details below) or return this form with your cheque or 

standing order mandate (see below) to: Bob Booker (Membership Officer), 76 Victoria Road, Alton GU34 2DE    

e-mail: thealtonsociety@gmail.com  Your details will be held on computer. By signing this form you 

consent to allow us to contact you by post, email and telephone (occasionally), to further the 

objectives of the Society. These can be found on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk

request you pay to The Alton Society, Account No. 00026566 at TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty Pence (12.50) every year until further 

notice, starting on 1st October 20..... (please complete year).

Gift Aid Please tick box         if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.
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www.altonsociety.org.uk

AVLAN (Alton and Villages Local Action for Nature), Butts Road / Borovere Gardens Cut Pound, Amery Street
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