
 

 

ALTON’S SPRING LITTER PICK – PART OF THE KEEP BRITAIN 

TIDY CAMPAIGN MAY/JUNE 2021  

 

Tuesday 1st June to Saturday 5th June 10am to 12 noon each day. 

 

1. Introduction 

70 volunteers took part over five days, some helping more than once. Three 

local companies sent teams (Jisp, Nationwide and Specsavers). Alton Lions 

supported the litter pick (LP) with two teams on separate days.   All ages were 

represented. They included the MP, Damian Hinds. Local District  & Town 

Councillors Steve Hunt, Ginny Boxall, Richard Platt and Suzie Burns. 

Two local residents associations (Ashdell Residents Associaiton and Church 

Triangle Residents Association) helped clear their areas. The Alton Climate 

Action Network (ACAN) sent teams to local estates (Wooteys, Manor, Anstey) 

to clear rubbish from alleyways, pavements and recreation areas. We 

understand that a team also went out in Holybourne but were not aware until 

after our event. 

The format was in accordance with the advice from Keep Britain Tidy and was 

Covid safe.  We sent out teams of 3 to 6 each day. They covered specific 

areas. We visited all the areas on our target list and added some extra walks 

this year.  

Alton Town Council provided large rubbish skips for general waste and 

recyclable items.  

We collected 66 bags of rubbish with 19 full of recyclables (if there was a 

deposit return scheme this amount would have been lower).  

 

2. Equipment. 

The Town Council lent us litter pickers and provided rubbish bags. These 

bags are recyclable (we did use up some previous black bags to avoid waste). 

We purchased bag rings to help with collecting the rubbish and ensured each 

group had full instructions as to where to pick up litter (with maps if 

necessary). Gloves were available but most volunteers brought their own. 

We provided high visibility jackets. 

 

3. Main Problems 

a. Cigarette Butts – As with previous litter picks these were present 

everywhere but some areas were worse than others. Many smokers do 



 

 

use the bins provided but it is clear we need more specific bins for butts to 

tackle this problem. We are convinced more visits to Alton by Enforcement 

officers would help reduce this litter.  

b. PPE Masks – We picked up and disposed off 56 during the week. We 

assume some were dropped accidentally but cant avoid the conclusion 

that some were just dropped through laziness.  

c. We continues to see a big reduction in the number of single use plastic 

bags since the introduction of the carrier bag charge. We anticipate that 

with the rise in the charge and the inclusion of smaller traders that must 

charge, this will lead to a further reduction. 

d. Glass, plastic bottles and cans – these were numerous and particularly 

found in bushes at the edge of roads, pathways and car parks. The 

introduction of the deposit return scheme in 2024 in our opinion will make 

a big difference to this form of littering. 

4. Litter Hotspots 

a. Sainsbury’s staff car park and fuel station: the Manager has informed us 

that they have stopped issuing the blue plastic gloves to customers at the 

pumps. This has led to a big reduction in this form of litter (compared to 

previous years).  The staff car park however needs a regular clear up of its 

rubbish.  

b. As East Hants District Council has not cut back vegetation in their car 

parks,  these have become litter havens. No one appears to be clearing 

these areas. The worse ones were Ladyplace, Bank, Mount Pleasant, Turk 

St and Manor. Car drivers leave most of the litter in these areas. We will 

request that the District Council priortise cutting back the overgrown 

vegetation as soon as possible. As an aside the covered walkway is again 

in need of a good clean and the trees in this area should have their bases 

cut back. Perhaps our District Councillors could follow these requests and 

oversee any action? 

c. All the alleyways are suffering from overgrown vegetation (weeds). These 

need a good clean, particularly Bakers Alley.  

d. The seating area parallel to Sainsburys and near the bus stop. This is 

awful and doesn’t appear to be cleaned regularly by anyone. 

e. The road verge and pavement parallel to the Swan Hotel where the taxis 

park, is particularly bad this year. It doesn’t look good for the Swan or the 

Town. 

f. Threadgolds in Normandy Street for the fourth year running is a disgrace. 

The Shop Owner we understand has been fined twice. He needs to be 

visited again! 

5. Recommendations 



 

 

a. While the provision of much needed seating at Crown Close has added a 

great deal to the general ambience of the Town more needs to be done to 

clear the litter from here. Much of it consists of takeaway litter and 

cigarette butts. Those seated at the tables are not taking their litter to the 

bins, but leaving it for others to clear up. Local volunteers clear this area 

regularly but a bin of some form would make a big difference, if placed 

near to the seating. We noted this last September and it needs to be done 

for the coming Summer. 

b. The seating area in Flood Meadows could do with a bin. This picnic area is 

very popular, but some abuse it by leaving their rubbish on the table and 

on the ground. This can be dangerous to other users such as children and 

also to animals. 

c. Some establishments should be urged to provide bins for smokers. On the 

list should be Threadgolds, Neros, Costa, most pubs. 

d. More regular checks on hotspots and the town’s litter bins. Emptying at the 

weekend has been a problem and this is when many of them are used by 

the “weekend” revellers. 

 

Thank you to all those who have supported our Litter Pick. We are attempting to do 

more in between our major efforts in the Spring and Autumn. If you want to be part of 

that please get in touch. Email thealtonsociety@gmail.com or check out our website 

at www.altonsociety.org.uk 

 

Bob Booker  (Alton Society Litter Pick Coordinator) 

mailto:thealtonsociety@gmail.com
http://www.altonsociety.org.uk/

