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Chairman’s Corner 
by David Simpkins
I feel I can write 
this with so much 
more optimism 
than previously. 
We are looking 
at a time later in 
the year when we 
may be able to 
return to a degree 
of normality for 
all concerned. The 

Society has made every effort to continue its 
involvement in many aspects of community 
life in Alton, and though all our management 
and sub-committee meetings are held 
through Zoom, nonetheless we continue to 
make real progress. In February this year we 
were invited to contribute to the response to 
the Alton Neighbourhood Plan consultation, 
working with Alton Town Council. It was a 
major undertaking for those members of 
the Society concerned and regular updates 
were announced through our website. We 
made detailed representations to EHDC in 
relation to the proposals for Alton Railway 

Station with Network Rail in an attempt to 
make up for the absence of proper public and 
community consultation. 

The Built Environment Group continues 
to monitor all planning applications and to 
make detailed representations where it is felt 
necessary in the interest of the community. 

I feel that if the anticipated relaxation of 
restrictions becomes a reality, we can look to 
an event to celebrate and mark the Society’s 
50th year with some optimism. We keep a 
watchful eye on the Coors site development 
by Cala, where so many of our suggestions 
were adopted. 

We can all enjoy the results of the continued 
work at Flood Meadows by our Natural 
Environment Group and supporters. 

Basically, we have continued to do our work 
for the community in accordance with our 
constitution during these difficult times and 
I am grateful to all members of the committee 
and other supporters for their continued 
good work. 

Alton Now, the newsletter of the Alton Society, is normally published three times a year. 

We welcome articles, letters, poems and images pertaining to our town and its environment, so if you 
have anything to share for the next edition, do get in touch. Please note that the views of individual 
contributors to the newsletter are not necessarily those of the Alton Society.

Alton Litter Pick – Good Clean Fun! 
In line with the national initiative and supported by the Keep Britain Tidy campaign, 
the Alton Litter Pick will take place from 1-5 June, starting at 10am and finishing at 12 
noon each day. 

If you would like to take part, please ring Bob Booker on 01420 83570 to register your 
interest. We’re looking for lots of helpers and you can do as many or as few sessions as 
you like. Join us for some good clean fun and make a difference to your neighbourhood! 
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Gothic Cottage:  A Sad Tale Of Decay 
by Charles Kaye, Vice Chairman, Amery Hill Residents’ Association
This pair of semi-detached mid-Victorian 
cottages are next to Amery School, opposite 
the Quaker Meeting House, and look over St 
Lawrence’s Church and churchyard. They 
were built around 1860, probably by Dyers the 
Builders. While not listed, they are attractive 
with twin steeply pitched slate roofs, a smaller 
garret pitch, stone (possibly greensand) built, 
with a brick and flint wall around the front 
gardens. The cottage adjacent to the school 
(No. 2) has a considerable garden to the rear 
and the side. In 1888 they were auctioned 
as part of the Amery Farm Estate when they 
were described thus: 

‘.... a pair of recently erected villa residences 
situated on the Amery Hill Road, opposite the 
Parish Church, substantially built of stone 
and slated, having Porch Entrances and each 
containing – Sitting Room, Kitchen, Pantry 
and Three Bedrooms with good Washhouse, 
Two Wood-houses, and surrounded by 
Productive Gardens.’ 

Towards the end of 2014, the local Amery 
Hill Residents’ Association (AHRA) became 
concerned about the external state of No. 
2 (nearer to the school) and its overgrown 
garden. The property was empty and we 
were unable to trace the owner so we wrote 
on 6 November 2014 to EHDC Conservation 
Officer asking for his help in getting repairs 
effected: he had previously been very helpful 
in getting empty, deteriorating properties in 
Tanhouse Lane upgraded and reoccupied. 

Since then – a period of six years – AHRA 
have had regular contact with EHDC. 

In 2016, new nextdoor neighbours were 
concerned about the neglect and this also 
was reported to EHDC. New photos showing 
the condition of house and garden were sent 
to EHDC the same year. In September 2018 
AHRA finally met the Conservation Officer 
on site: he said he was prepared to serve an 
Order on the owner (whom he had traced) 
requiring repairs to be carried out within a 
specified period. The following year (2019) 
AHRA wrote again to EHDC enquiring about 
the serving of the Order and in August 2019 
the Conservation Officer said he shared our 
concerns and would be visiting the property 
to compile a schedule of works required for a 
formal Notice to be issued. That Notice was, 
apparently, never served. 

That was the high tide of official involvement. 
Since then, although the owner has tidied up 
the garden, removing overhanging plants and 
fallen flints from the boundary wall from the 
pavement, EHDC seem to have withdrawn 
from the scene. Despite the welcome support 
of our District Councillor, we now learn that 
no further action will be taken. Presumably 
the decay and rot will be allowed to continue 
and an attractive and historic property in a 
Conservation Area will remain at risk. 

After six years and persistent effort, we are 
left frustrated and sorely disappointed. A 
small but important piece of our local built 
environment is decaying in front of us and 
the Local Authority will not intervene. Where 
do we turn next for action and remediation? 
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6 November 2014 
State of building reported by 
AHRA to John Townsend, 
Conservation Officer, EHDC, 
citing the following concerns: 

• tiles slipping on porch and 
roof 

• paintwork peeling on all 
wooden surfaces 

• rot visible on window 
frames 

• flint wall in front of property 
disintegrating 

• rubbish piled by side gate. 

12 December 2014 & 20 
January 2015 
EHDC chased. 

May 2015 
John Townsend says he has 
not yet visited property but 
hopes to do so soon. 

8 September 2015 
New owners of 1 Gothic 
Cottages complain to EHDC 
about state of neighbour. 

CK reports this to John 
Townsend. 

13 October 2016 
CK sends further report with 
photos to EHDC. 

20 October 2016 
Acknowledged by Jessica 
Hill. 

15 November 2016 
Richard Whittington, new 
Conservation Officer, has 
visited property.  Confirms it 
needs attention and says he 
will ‘attempt to contact the 
owner and suggest remedial 
repairs ...’. 

2 February 2017 
RW chasing owner – ‘has 
heard nothing since pre-
Christmas’. 

26 September 2017 
CK reports to RW that he has 
visited property and talked to 
resident at No. 1.  CK reports 
No. 2 still dilapidated. 

13 November 2017 
CK chased RW again. 

19 December 2017 
CK chased EHDC again. 

6 March 2018 
CK chased EHDC again. 

15 March 2018 
RW still trying to discuss the 
matter with his boss. 

3 April 2018 
CK asks for update. 

19 April 2018 
RW replies that one more 
letter is to be sent to owners 
asking for action. If work does 
not start, Council will issue 
a ‘s.215 Notice’ requiring 
action. 

20 September 2018 
CK meets RW on site. Agreed 
no action taken yet by 
owners. RW will give them 
until mid-October and then 
serve notice. 

7 November 2018 
CK chases RW for update. 

31 December 2018 
CK reminds RW this issue 
has been going on since 
November 2014. Asks if 
EHDC would consider taking 
over property themselves? 

29 August 2019 
CK writes to Cllr Platt 
outlining the history and 
asking him to pursue the 
matter. 

30 August 2019 
CK writes to RW about nature 
of s.215 Notice and penalties 
for ignoring it. RW replies 
that owners have 28 days to 
comply. Then LA can carry 
out works and reclaim costs  
(n.b.  It now appears no such 
notice has ever been served). 

30 August 2019 
RW gives update to Cllr Platt 
and CK. He will shortly visit 
property, compile schedule 
of works to be carried out – 
‘to be done within next few 
weeks’. Will update after visit 
‘and the Notice served on the 
owners’. 

28 September 2019 
RW writes to CK that ‘owners 
are planning to start work on 
the property this weekend’. 
EHDC will not issue s.215 
Notice .... but will monitor 
the situation’. 

2 October 2019 
Ellen Mundy, Development 
Inspector, tells CK owners 
are planning to ‘carry out all 
the grounds work within a 
4-week period’. 

2 December 2019 
CK writes to Ellen Mundy 
noting that the garden has 
been tidied up. What about 
the building? 

4 February 2020 
Ellen Mundy confirms garden 
works completed; building 
works being chased. 

26 February 2020 
Visual inspection by CK 
confirms that external 
dilapidations first noted 
in November 2014 remain 
unattended and are, as 
anticipated, getting worse. 

Timeline of correspondence 
between Amery Hill Residents Association and EHDC  
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Jane Austen’s House in Chawton normally 
receives more than 40,000 visitors a year, 
drawn from all over the globe. In common with 
all other museums, we closed our (physical) 
doors to visitors in March 2020.  Although we 
managed to reopen on a very restricted basis 
between August and November, we remain 
closed at time of writing. 

As a small organisation overwhelmingly 
dependant on visitor income (admission 
charges and shop sales) we were obviously 
very concerned about ‘getting through’. 

Potentially huge financial problems have 
been helped enormously by donations to our 
Survival Appeal (totalling £133,000 from all 
over the world) and financial grants including 
a significant one from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. At the same time, we have also been 
very grateful for support from Hampshire 
County Council and others towards dealing 
with critically needed repairs to the house’s 
roofs – this work should start towards the 
end of 2021. 

A major part of the organisation’s strategy 
in the past year has been to grow our online 
offering. Recent years had already seen our 
social media presence become more obvious 
– not least of all due to the huge number of 
supporters and fans of Austen all over the 
world, many of whom will never be able to 
come to see Jane’s house in person. We have 
used these platforms to mark important 
anniversaries, share latest information on 
developments and, of course, 
show pictures of nearby cats 
which visit regularly! It also 
provides a great opportunity for 
people to engage across the wider 
Austen community. 

This activity has really stepped 
up in recent months and the team 
has developed an imaginative 
programme of events which 
would normally only take place at 
the House but can now be made 
available to all – some for free, 
others charging ‘admission’. 

A highlight of any year is the 
celebration of Jane Austen’s 
birthday on 16 December (1775).  
In 2020, we held an ‘afternoon 

tea party’ which was hosted by our Director, 
Lizzie Dunford, and included talks provided 
by expert friends located in the United 
States and Australia. We had a (paying) 
audience of well in excess of 250 drawn 
from many countries and the feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive. 

Lizzie and Sophie Reynolds, Collections & 
Interpretation Manager, offer regular ‘virtual’ 
guided tours and occasional craft workshops 
which have proved immensely popular, with 
most selling out. We have also offered (non-
guided) virtual tours of the house which 
generated over 25,000 visitors over the first 
three months alone. 

This extraordinarily challenging year has 
stimulated us to think creatively about how 
we can better engage with our world-wide 
network of supporters and enthusiasts and 
position ourselves globally. We will continue 
to actively blend a mixture of physical events 
at the site and events available remotely. 

Many people are asking when we expect to 
reopen. The current thinking is that it will 
be soon after 17 May (the provisional date 
identified for indoor museums) but we will 
obviously keep this under review. Although 
we are champing at the bit to reopen, we will 
only do so when we consider it safe for our 
visitors, staff and volunteers. We really value 
the public support we receive from both 
people locally and those across the world. 

A Georgian washing line greeted visitors last year

Jane Austen’s House From Home 
by Martyn Dell, Trustee, Jane Austen’s House, Chawton
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Alton Station Forecourt Regeneration Project 
by Carol Palmer
I’m sure most of you will by now be aware 
that the District Council gave this project the 
formal go-ahead in December last year.  This 
was after funding agreements were finally 
put in place with South Western Railways 
and Hampshire County Council (including 
Waitrose monies) – EHDC are also funding 
this project.  But if not, and in case you would 
appreciate an overview, here is an attempt at 
that. 

I found an article in the Herald from October 
2016, published when plans were being 
put on view in the Alton Assembly Rooms, 
where Stephen Lewis, the then Chairman of 
the  Friends of Alton Station, is reported as 
saying “it may take some time to put in place 
the £425,000-£465,000 needed to complete 
the project” How right he was!  And of course 
inevitably, the lowest estimate has now nearly 
doubled to £843,000. 

Given this is a key gateway location for 
Alton, and despite there being no public 
consultation (more on that below), our Built 
Environment Group had a good look at the 
plan available on the EHDC website and wrote 
to the Regeneration & Placemaking Manager 
with their comments ranging from lack of 
consultation with the public, to offering a free 
Design Review.  We covered, public realm, 
the double-decking option (parking 2nd tier), 
trees/landscaping; signage; pedestrian/
vehicle routes; EV charging points. 

I will try to summarise Ms Friedman-Brown’s 
comprehensive and useful reply below, where 
she explains the context and restrictions that 
EHDC were under in pushing this project 
forward, as I believe it gives a valuable insight 
into where we are now.   

Before doing so I also want to mention the 
work of the Alton Placemaking Strategy Board, 
initiated and chaired by Cllr Rob Mocatta, 
which comprises all Alton Town & District 
Councillors as well as our Hampshire County 
Councillors, and the Placemaking Officers at 
EHDC.  They are keeping a watching brief on 
developments and meet monthly.  The plan 
is, so I understand, for this Board to include 
a Stakeholders Group’ later on in the year, 
which is expected to include societies such 
as ours. 

Letter Summary 
• The landowner is Network Rail (NR), and 

the forecourt will remain its asset after 
project completion.  Therefore design and 
materials have to be consistent with its 
existing design specifications, and those 
of South Western Railway. 

• Tree planting has been included after 
discussions with NR. 

• Any public realm improvements have been 
constrained by the space needed to enlarge 
parking spaces that do not meet current 
standards while keeping the same number. 
However Danielle says that improvements 
have been included and provide for a 
better flow of vehicle, pedestrian and cycle 
movement. 

• An overarching goal has been to improve 
vehicle, pedestrian and cycle access and 
this has resulted in proposed additional 
footway provision, realignment of the 
car park area and improved access and 
storage for cyclists. 

• The proposals allow for double-decking in 
future if NR deem this to be necessary. 

• More cycle parking on the forecourt or the 
station platform is also being considered. 

• A Design Review cannot be accommodated 
as this project is a Placemaking priority 
to be delivered this year, and timescales 
cannot be jeopardised.  It should start at 
the end of this month I believe. 

On the issue of Public Consultation her final 
paragraph says:   

The project team do acknowledge that the 
wider public could be better engaged in the 
project, which until now has been difficult due 
to communications embargoes before signing 
of funding agreements.  It may also be possible 
that a future project with other interested 
parties, such as the Station Adoption Group, 
could be delivered after the completion of the 
Forecourt improvements. 

So it will represent another part of Alton that 
will I guess be in chaos for a while, along with 
the Magistrates Court development and CALA 
but when these are all completed, perhaps 
we can look forward to a peaceful and settled 
environment for central Alton! 
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Alton Station forecourt
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How Green is Your Wallet?? 
by Bob Booker  

When the pandemic 
struck, many older 

people worried about 
their pensions 
and the effect 
on the  economy 

with the shutdown of so 
many sectors. If you had 
invested in the brewing 
industry, for instance, or 

your pension fund relied             
. on shares in the drinks 

and hospitality 
industry then you 
will be having 
a nervous time 

waiting to see the 
effect on your finances.  

My wife and I depend on our pensions and 
investments for our income. We decided 
years ago to try, as best as we could, to 
ensure we put our money into certain types 
of investments. We were determined to avoid 
oil, gas, the manufacture of and selling of 
arms. We employed an independent financial 
advisor (FA) to help us. Our plan was to put 
our money where our morals are, and to help 
tackle climate change. This has turned out 
to be a good move and our FA has guided us 
ever since.  

However, we were conscious of the fact that 
we could go further.  We could do more to help 
tackle the climate crisis while maintaining a 
reasonable income from our savings. I decided 
to write to our bank, building society, energy 
supplier and other companies we used to see 
where they invested their capital or what they 
did to mitigate the environmental effect of 
their operations. This elicited some interesting 

responses. Our bank did not answer, despite 
several reminders. By contrast our building 
society did, and confirmed their policies were 
in line with our own. Our energy company 
sold us 100% clean energy through their 
own windfarms, solar panels and buying in 
energy from green sources such as biomass. 
What they buy matches the energy used by 
their customers. 

Our bank’s lack of response was 
disappointing. In the end we decided to find 
a bank that supported our objectives and we 
ended up looking at Triodos (the UK branch 
is based in Bristol). They invest in projects 
that are aimed at tackling climate change or 
don’t adversely affect our environment. This 
includes, for example, community-led groups 
purchasing clean energy equipment such as 
solar panels on public buildings. We switched 
our account and have never looked back. It 
is an online account and there is a small 
monthly fee (less than the price of a pint of 
beer). Even the debit card is not made from 
plastic! It felt right to be putting our money 
where it is doing some good, while helping 
to tackle the biggest threat to our existence. 
I should add that we do not get commission 
for mentioning them! There are bound to be 
others who try to do the same kind of things 
as Triodos. There are ethical investment 
opportunities as well and it pays to get good 
advice on what to look out for. 

If you are thinking this is a good idea, do 
make sure you get financial advice before 
making changes, as what we have done may 
not suit your situation. However, if we all 
invested in clean technologies then it would 
make an amazing difference to our march 
towards a zero carbon economy. 
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Litter in and Around Alton  
by Carol Palmer

No one can have failed to notice the abundance 
of litter on and in our hedges, streets and 
verges this year. It’s more noticeable in some 
places in the winter, of course. 

Many valiant souls have been out and about 
litter picking. I expect you’ve seen them. 
I was one of them (the photo shows what I 
collected on a Peter Wykeham Way walk) 
and I do enjoy it. Bob Booker has been busy 
with the Church Triangle Association, and 
the Alton Herald ran a piece recently about 
George, a 4-year-old who has started litter 
picking around King’s Pond! 

Bob was invited to speak at the Alton Town 
Council Community Committee meeting in 
January about his experience, gained partly 
from organising two litter picks a year here, 
for the Alton Society. He and Dean Phillips, 
Chair of the Alton & District Residents 
Association (ADRA) joined in with councillors 
to discuss what actions could be put in place 
to combat the increasing levels of littering 
across Alton.   

The good news is that Councillors resolved to 
put a paper to Full Council to outline a two-
strand approach to an education campaign 
and a post-covid community litter pick 
campaign. 

Meanwhile, to underscore the continuing 
dismay and disgust of Altonians at the 

littered state of the verges on the roads 
approaching and leaving Alton (all of them), 
the Alton Society recently wrote to the leaders 
of Hampshire County Council and East 
Hampshire District Council to ask what is, or 
will be, done about this. EHDC have replied 
to say that NorseSE’s regular 6-monthly litter 
picks were affected due to crews being used 
to collect critical waste, but that litter picking 
on the A31 was completed on 5 March. 

Meanwhile, the Alton Society is organising a 
Litter Pick around the town in the first week 
in June – see page 2 for more details. As ever, 
we look forward with thanks to your support! 

Get in touch!    thealtonsociety@gmail.com 
or check out our website for more information, updates, and more: 

www.altonsociety.org.uk 
Did you know we are also on Facebook and Twitter? 

Have a look and give us a like! 
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Latest News from Civic Voice 
by Carol Palmer
Government response to the Building 
Better Building Beautiful Commission 
(BBBBC) 
Civic Voice constantly keeps on top of 
Government policy, and responds to 
consultations on behalf of its members. At 
one of their regional webinars recently they 
updated us on the Government’s response 
to the BBBBC report and its two planning 
consultations last October (mentioned in our 
Autumn 2020 newsletter).   

It will be responding on behalf of members 
to the consultation on changes to the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 
and updating us on news of the creation of 
an ‘Office for Place’ within the next year. A 
Planning Bill is proposed for the latter part 
of this year, and Civic Voice will be meeting 
ministers to discuss this. There is also news 
about Local Listing developments (see below). 

So what changes will we as a community see 
if these proposals go through? How will our 
involvement with the Planning System be 
affected?  

National Planning Policy Framework 
Good things  

• Greater emphasis on good design and 
beauty 

• Changes to address climate change, e.g. 
new streets to be tree-lined 

Something of concern 

• Local Authorities (LAs) will find it harder 
to restrict permitted development rights 
(PDR), i.e. restricting the changing of a shop 
to residential use, where PDR would be 
harmful to an area e.g. a conservation area 

A New Initiative - National Model Design 
Code 
• Government wants every area to have a Design 

Code in place (could be any size of area) 

• Local residents will be involved with 
creating them – need to reflect local 
character 

• £50k being offered to Local Authorities 
to apply for a pilot scheme – I have asked 
whether EHDC has applied for this 

• Includes lots of guidance for LA’s on 
implementation including consultation 
strategies and community panels and forums 

• Civic Voice feel this is going in the right 
direction for community involvement and 
delivers much of what the Civic Movement 
has been asking for a number of years 

As you know, the Planning Bill (unless 
changed) will categorise all areas into 
three designations – Growth, Renewal and 
Protected. Here is a diagram courtesy of 
Civic Voice showing an overview of how the 
different parts of the new Planning System 
will relate to each other.    
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Change to Community Involvement in the 
Planning System 
Growth Areas: If community involvement is 
‘front loaded’, i.e. to determine the Design 
Code for one of these areas, as a ‘Master Plan’, 
then presumably this approach could see an 
end to planning applications in these areas, 
and no need for community involvement from 
then on in. This needs clarification. 

Renewal Areas: Civic Voice has said it is not 
clear whether planning applications will still 
apply for these areas, or whether they would 
be given ‘prior approval’ with no further 
community input after the master plan stage. 

Protected Areas: Normal permission routes 
would continue to apply but could have 
design codes and guides. 

Office for Place  
• Pioneer design and beauty within the 

planning system 

• Will support LAs to produce master plans, 
design codes and guides 

• Civic Voice’s Sarah James is on the 
Steering Group advising Government 

Algorithm for Calculating Housing 
Numbers 
The Government has abandoned its 
proposed change to the formula (algorithm) 
for calculating housing need. It is largely 
retaining the existing standard method and 
formula, but making one change to increase 
housing need forecasts by 35% for 20 large 
urban authorities. 

Local Lists 
It was announced in October that 22 areas 
are to receive funding to create ‘local heritage 
listings’ and the good news is that Hampshire 
is one of them and our Conservation officer 
at EHDC, Peter Fellows, is working on this 
with his colleagues. 

Formal Role for Civic Societies in the 
Planning System? 
Ian Harvey, CEO of Civic Voice, believes 
that the role of Civic Societies will be 
fundamentally less influential in the future. 
He poses the question: do we want a formal 
voice at the Local Plan stage?  When asked, 
most people replied yes at the Local Plan 
consultation period, closely followed by the 
Statutory Consultation period for planning 
applications. See for interest the graph below 
where most people replied that they engaged 
with the planning process at individual 
planning application stage. 

If anyone has any questions do let me know.

Please note that our website has more information on all the work our Groups 
are doing, so go to www.altonsociety.org.uk for further information.

Get in touch! 
 thealtonsociety@gmail.com 

or check our website for more information, updates, and more: 

www.altonsociety.org.uk 
Did you know we are also on Facebook and Twitter? 

  Have a look and give us a like! 

At what stage of the planning process do you try to regularly engage with the system?
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The Flood Meadows in 2021
by Brian Good, Leader, Natural Environment Group

In the Autumn edition of Alton Now we 
looked at what had been happening in the 
Flood Meadows during 2020, with the new 
dipping platform, seating areas, a wildflower 
area, and the impressive new entrance to 
the meadows. We noted the disruption to the 
conservation work caused by lockdown, and 
the steps that had been taken to catch up on 
lost work, removing highly invasive species 
such as Fools Watercress, and improving 
landscaping aspects of key areas.  

As summer gave way to autumn, we managed 
to level out the river bank by the Lenten 
Street bridge, and we successfully sowed 
the whole area with grass seed. Then we had 
another national lockdown, and all voluntary 
work stopped.

There was a brief respite in December, when 
we were able to get a few volunteers into the 
river and working on the berms (more on this 
later). Then we had another lockdown…

It was not possible to hold any working party 
sessions in January, February or March, but 
hopefully from April onwards normal service 
will be resumed. 

The winter rains led to some very high water 
levels in the river. This is mostly good news 
(and greatly preferable to the dry years when 
the river has been virtually empty), but it 
does mean that we are going to have to carry 
out some seriously extensive maintenance 
and repair work on the riverside paths when 
the water finally recedes later in the year.

If you have visited there lately, you will know 
that the entire 15 acres of this 
public open 
s p a c e 

look absolutely marvellous in their spring 
finery, and the area that was re-seeded in 
September is now looking suitably lush and 
green.

There is currently a keen focus on the health 
of the entire length of the River Wey as it flows 
through Alton. As we went to press it was 
very pleasing indeed to see the landscaping 
work being carried out along the length of 
the river that runs through the part of the 
Will Hall Farm site that we must now learn 
to call ‘Hopfield Place’. What was previously a 
straight(ish) ditch and an area of boggy land 
has now been re-modelled to create a much 
more natural area with bends, shallow parts, 
deeper parts, fast-moving areas and slower 
moving areas, which should not only look 
good as it matures, but also help to promote 
wildlife diversity. Wouldn’t it be great if we 
could have more of this in Alton?! 

As you might already know, we carry out our 
Friends of the Flood Meadows working party 
sessions on the third Sunday of each month, 
and we are always on the look-out for keen 
new volunteers to come along and join in the 
fun. Everybody is invited. Bring along boots 
and gloves if you have them - we will provide 
the rest!  Just come along to the Tanhouse 
Lane entrance, from 10am to 12noon.

And, finally, opposite are some pictures to 
show you what it all looks like. 
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December 2020: Re-building one of the ‘berms’ in the Flood Meadows to encourage a more 
natural profile to the river and encourage wildlife diversity.

March 2021:  The early work on landscaping and re-profiling the river adjacent to Hopfield Place. 
This extensive re-modelling of the watercourse will make it less like a drainage ditch and more 
like a proper ‘natural’ river. It is expected to mature over the coming months to provide an ideal 
wildlife habitat. The developers, Redrow, have been taking expert advice about this, and we will be 
following the story closely as a possible model for what can be achieved elsewhere in Alton.
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What a Town! 
The number of community groups in Alton dedicated to improving our environment while 
encouraging people to mix and make new friends never ceases to amaze us. 

Yet we still meet people who say, “Oh, I didn’t know about any of them!” 

We have permission to reproduce this network map showing the many groups we have links 
with (thanks to ACAN). 

Membership Secretary Vacancy 
Our membership secretary is standing down in November and 
we are looking for a new one. Can you help us? 

What does the job involve? 

1. You need to have a computer and internet access 

2. Knowledge of Excel is useful but not essential 

3. You will become a member of the main 
committee. It meets six times a year. You may 
not need to attend every meeting. 

To find out more about the role, please get in 
touch – send an email to 
thealtonsociety@gmail.com
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The Alton Society – Membership Application
I/we wish to become member(s) of the Alton Society

Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Second person at the same address (if desired*)

Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Address .............................................................................................................................................  Postcode ...........................

Telephone ......................................................... Email ...................................................................................................................
 (*A second person named at the same address becomes a full member of the Society for no additional subscription.)

The annual subscription of £12.50 is due on October 1st each year. You can use a bank transfer to our bank (details below) or 
return this form with your cheque or standing order mandate (see below) to:  

Bob Booker (Membership Secretary), 76 Victoria Road, Alton GU34 2DE    e-mail: thealtonsociety@gmail.com
Your details will be held on computer.  By signing this form you consent to allow us to contact you by post, email and telephone 
(occasionally), to further the objectives of the Society. These can be found on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk

Signed .......................................................................................... Date ........................................................................

STANDING ORDER MANDATE

To The Manager,  .................................................................................................... Bank plc

Address ................................................................................................................................... Postcode  .............................

I, .............................................................................................................  (full name) 

request you pay to The Alton Society, Account No. 00026566 at TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty 
Pence (£12.50) every year until further notice, starting on 1st October 20..... (please complete year).

My Account Number  .................................................................... Sort Code ................................................................

Signed .......................................................................................... Date ........................................................................

         Gift Aid  Please tick if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.

 Registered Charity No. 1077729
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Committee members

Design and printed by TreloarPrint at Treloar College      print@treloar.org.uk    or    01420 547424

Space for personalised label

for hand-delivered copy.

Gill Cooper (Treasurer) 07791 737561

Carol Palmer 07763 342045

Louise Parker 07966 450054

Rob Smith (Minutes Secretary) 

Simon Stoodley 84758

David Simpkins (Chairman) 83799
Bob Booker (Vice Chairman, Membership & 
Events)        83570 or  mobile 07968 192323 
Tony Cohen 82026
Michael Fawcett 89341
Brian Good 542819

This edition of the newsletter has been edited by Donna Wood

	  

Please note that our website has more information on all the work our Groups are 
doing, so go to www.altonsociety.org.uk for further information.

Get in touch! 
 thealtonsociety@gmail.com 

or check our website for more information, updates, and more: 

www.altonsociety.org.uk 
     Did you know we are also on Facebook and Twitter? 
          Have a look and give us a like! 
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