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Alton Now, the newsletter of the Alton Society, is normally published three times a year.
We welcome articles, letters, poems and images pertaining to our town and its environment, so
if you have anything to share for the next edition, do get in touch. Please note that the views of
individual contributors to the newsletter are not necessarily those of the Alton Society.

Chairman’s Corner

by David Simpkins
My first year as
Chairman has been
extraordinary.
The
pandemic
uprooted
all
our
events
programmes
and
forced
us
to
establish
different lines of
communication,
namely Zoom, which allowed the business
of the Society to continue. We also tried to
include as much information as possible
on the Society’s website. Some important
activities continued, namely the Litter Pick
and the continuing work at Flood Meadows.
Regarding the latter, I am delighted that the
Society was able to contribute significantly to
the funds required by Amery Hill Residents
Association to complete works at this most
important and beautiful part of Alton and
which complements the works already
completed (and some in hand) by the Society’s
Flood Meadows team.
The issues for Alton and within the purview of
the Society continue much the same and, in
some cases, more intensely. The problems of the
High Street and its immediately surrounding
businesses are acute, suffering the doublewhammy of cultural change to a higher
percentage of online shopping and the effect
of COVID19 regulations. With the problems
of the High Street particularly needing to be
addressed in order to assist the businesses
in continuity and perhaps growth, we are
working with various local organisations and
aligning ourselves with Alton Town Council
(ATC) towards a change in High Street use.
This includes sharing that public realm on a
more effective and positive basis between cars,
bicycles and pedestrians.
Within our own committee membership and
slightly wider, there are significantly diverging
views, let alone those held by the community
at large. In any future decision for the High
Street, climate change and pollution need

to be considered whilst maintaining safe
pedestrianisation and an ability for those for
whom it is essential to have greater access to
the High Street maintained as far as possible.
Personally, I feel that a dramatic experimental
step should be taken on a trial basis as there
really is no substitute for learning from that
experience and taking further decisions in
that context.
Through its Built Environment group,
the Society has made a very significant
contribution to the improvement of the
plans for the development of the Coors site,
which is of course crucial to the town. It is
difficult to see what else could have such an
impact. I am very grateful for the significant
work and time committed to make the best
of this residential development and create
a comfortable, user-friendly public link
between the town and the development.
The provision for future community services
has been a very lively issue this year. Seemingly,
without any meaningful recent consultation,
East Hampshire District Council (EHDC) has
seen fit to allow provision of a space at the
Coors development for a community centre.
There are many reasons why this is not a good
plan, not least because it is to be located under
residential accommodation. A more effective and
beneficial plan for the community would have
been for that space to be used for residential,
and thus to the benefit of the developer, and for
the existing community facilities in the town
to be significantly upgraded by the release
of finance on that development. The Society
took a stand by speaking out at the planning
committee meeting with considered objections
when the magistrates’ court development was
considered (McCarthy & Stone application).
We were extremely disappointed that the
objections were largely ignored, together with
those of others, and a decision was made on a
very poor application, not least in terms of the
diminutive size of the accommodation spaces
for retired and infirm people and the absence of
adequate parking. We will continue to work in
the interests of the town, identifying deficiencies
in such applications and very recently have
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highlighted deficiencies in a second application
to EHDC made by McCarthy & Stone in respect
of the magistrates’ court.
We are very aware of the need for succession
within the management committee and on our
website ask any members who are interested
in joining the committee to make themselves
known and open some discussions. I can only
reiterate how important that is and so far, I am
delighted with the response.
Alignment with other societies with similar
interests and objectives is important and the
impact and influence can be substantial. We
are discussing possibilities of working on an
ad hoc basis with our friends at the Petersfield
Society and will continue to foster the already
strong links with Alton Town Council, Alton
& District Residents’ Association (ADRA), the
Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE),
Civic Voice, and other local organisations.
We have been closely involved in raising yet
unanswered questions in relation to the
proposed Veolia site at Froyle.
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All these activities take a significant amount
of time for members of the committee and
others in their teams whose efforts are
entirely voluntary and have real impact. The
Society is not here solely to win battles but
certainly to make a stand in all the matters
referred to in this note for the benefit of the
community. There have been occasions where
criticism has been levelled at the Society from
a very ill-informed and ill-researched position
and this is unwelcome but as with all such
societies it should welcome ‘critical friends’
and will continue to do so. It is important to
remember that in these fragile times in which
we live, constructive and well thought through
evidence-based comments are needed in order
to retain proper unity of purpose to propel
forward the work of the Society in achieving its
constitutional objectives.
I wish everyone a safe, healthy time ahead and
thank my close colleagues for their support in
my first year as Chairman.

John Hubbard Wins

the Outstanding Services to Alton Award
I am delighted to
announce
that
the Outstanding
Services to Alton
award this year
goes
to
John
Hubbard.
John
is well known
in Alton and his
involvement with
the town stretches
back 30 years or
so. He and his family settled in Alton in 1989,
attracted by its welcoming high street, good
schools and the sound of the Watercress Line
which, as for many of us, provides a nostalgic
throwback to childhood and mainline steam
in the late 1950s. Having begun his career in
NHS management at Hammersmith Hospital
he transferred to Basingstoke and North
Hampshire, then continued to work for the
NHS as a consultant. For ten years or so he
was an Operational Director for healthcare
projects.
His MSc in Environmental Science gained
from the centre for alternative technology
in Machynlleth led to training as an energy

assessor and he used those skills and the
qualification in his significant and forensic
involvement in Energy Alton in 2011. He
played an important role in gaining a larger
grant for an Energy Advice Programme in
Alton, including the installation of solar PV
on the roof of Alton Town Library. This led
to an international award and significantly
contributed to the EHDC Energy Strategy of
which he became Chair in 2016.
He continues his active commitment to
Energy Alton, and which is so relevant now we
have an undoubted climate emergency, and
which is evolving into Alton Climate Action
and Network. He has led Energy Alton into
the establishment of strong links with EHDC,
Alton Town Council and the Alton Society. In
common with the Alton Society, he sees the
strength of partnership between voluntary
groups and local government, which can only
bring about long-term benefits. An example
of this is the creation of the vision of Cycle
Alton to enhance walking and cycling in the
town. In order to use his practical skills,
John is also involved in the Repair Café and
supports the team.
continued...
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Following election to the Alton Tennis Club
Committee in 2008, John soon became
involved in fundraising and project managing
for the Club’s new facility. As a result of those
efforts, the Club moved from just two courts
to four floodlit courts with a new clubhouse,
at a cost of £220,000. John and his wife Sue
have been members of St Lawrence Church
since coming to Alton and in addition to being
involved in Young Church over many years,
John joined the Parochial Church Council
(PCC) and became Chair of the Finance
Committee. He then led another fundraising
and project management job, this time for
Church of the Holy Rood, Holybourne, where
the sum of £160,000 was raised to upgrade
the interior to serve the people of Holybourne
and Alton for many years to come.
In a slightly more relaxing context but still in
support of the town, John has been involved
in the Open the Book Team which acts out
Bible stories to primary schools in the town,
although with COVID19 currently that is on
hold. John and Sue’s two children have been
educated in Alton from primary school and
John was a Governor at Amery Hill School
for ten years and Chair of Governors for five
years. During that time, the school became
a Specialist Music School and John became
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Chair of the East Hampshire Educational
Improvement Partnership for a couple of
years.
John is no longer a member of the PCC and this
released some time for him to become Chair
of Resurrection Furniture, the charity shop
in the high street that recycles furniture. The
shop provides a ‘church on the high street’
for people to receive support and any surplus
profits go towards maintenance of the town’s
historic church buildings and enhancing the
growth and spiritual needs of young people
in the town.
John is also a member of the Parish Eco
Church Team. His objective is to reduce the
carbon footprint within the four churches and
to take steps to better preserve this precious
world of ours.
In such spare time as John has, he is involved
in choral singing with the church choir and
the Waverley Singers, along with gardening,
walking, sailing and disappearing off-grid at
his hut on the Isle of Wight.
Having made such a hugely significant
contribution to the community of Alton over
many years, the Alton Society is proud to
present the Outstanding Services Award to
John Hubbard, a very well deserving winner.

COVID19 and the New Normal
by Bob Booker
There have been four major events in the last
20 years that have had a incredible effect on
all of us: the devastating attack on the Twin
Towers in New York; the financial meltdown
in 2008; the vote to leave the EU in 2016 and
finally the current pandemic. In many ways
they are all linked, as they led to economic
consequences that were not anticipated, and
the last one could lead to changes both good
and bad.
Our current way of ‘making money’ revolves
around profit and takes little notice of various
enterprises other than to reward those that
invest in corporations who bestride the global
economies. I am tempted to say that is now
part of a different World. Let me explain.
Our society is built around a system of
production and consumption; the products
can be actual or virtual. The more we
consume the better it is for the consumer,
and the producer makes a profit. This is

shared by those who support the company,
particularly investors, who could be you or
I through our pensions. There is little effort
to build things that last or can be repaired.
It is a crazy system. The advent of COVID19
changes that. I thought the financial crisis
of 2008 would have made some difference
but it seems the ordinary taxpayer ended up
bailing out failing financial institutions to
ensure they did not collapse, swallowing up
people’s savings. The answer then was more
regulation, but back to business as usual.
As a society I think the time has come to
pursue a new normal. This will encourage
‘value-led’ businesses. We need to redefine
capitalism so that it attaches value to
what we have been given for free and, in
some cases, cannot be replaced once used,
for instance natural resources and the
creatures we exploit. We are waking up to the
importance of biodiversity and sustainable
food production. David Attenborough’s latest
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programme “Extinction” highlights how
close we are to a breakdown in the current
system, and climate change not only affects
our ability to live in peace and harmony but
threatens us with new diseases that have no
respect for national boundaries. There will
be a panic to secure dwindling resources
such as fresh water and land not affected by
flooding, drought or violent storms.
How can we give ‘value’ a meaning? For
example, if the production of clean energy
to supplant the burning of fossil fuels is
to succeed, why are we still subsidising
fossil fuels? Our tax regime should be tilted
towards encouraging clean forms of energy
production and removing all help given to the
dirty industries.
Our food preferences have led to the continued
destruction of the Amazon rainforests to
provide more land for beef production.
Ironically, it has been calculated that we
don’t need any more land for the demands
of this industry but it is encouraged, as the
beef can be farmed cheaply. There is a move
by consumers to eat less meat and plantbased diets are becoming more popular. This
can be reflected in the imposition of tariffs on
beef from abroad such as South America if
its origin is the Amazon or other vulnerable
eco-systems.
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Our use of single-use plastic has caused
awful consequences for both animal and fish
populations. Charging for plastic bags has
been very successful in reducing their use
and the price is about to go up as well as being
extended to apply to all retailers. This policy
has led to an amazing reduction in the plastic
bag litter, especially in Alton, as seen in our
litter picks. However, we should go further
and tax manufacturers at source to cover the
true cost of clearing up the containers their
products come in to encourage sustainable
ways of marketing. This will come, and the
deposit return scheme is a good example of
how this can work. Once in place, we will
see a big reduction in both plastic and glass
bottle litter. Cans can be included as well.
Perhaps more than anything over this period
we have come to appreciate the diversity
that surrounds us. Remember the birdsong
during the lockdown? The cleaner air in our
town centre? The rise in bicycle use and
walking? The option of working from home
that showed it is not necessary to maintain
expensive office blocks?
Let’s put a value on these ‘positives’ and work
towards making them the ‘new normal’.
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Agenda for change

Improving the Planning System for Alton
Our ‘Agenda for Change’, announced in June, has received widespread support in Alton and
elsewhere in the East Hants District. It’s a long term project, aimed at bringing meaningful
improvements to the planning decisions affecting Alton. It champions a new approach to approve
design, make houses fit for the future (particularly climate change) and help satisfy the need for
houses and flats for young people. This is after a series of damaging planning approvals of major
schemes that have worked against the Town’s interests.
The challenge
To bring about significant and meaningful improvements in the planning outcomes affecting
Alton. We will achieve this by challenging the weaknesses in both the policies and processes
embodied in the planning system at a local and national level, and campaign for consistent
levels of excellence in the Local Planning Authority’s decision-making. This will include the
need to engage with individuals and other organisations that have similar concerns.
What needs to be done by EHDC
PLANNING POLICY
1

Adoption of good design principles, including choice of materials, and better internal
space standards, for example as expressed in the BBBB Commission’s report: Living with
Beauty.

2

Application of Alton-specific policies which are current, and which focus on the town’s
unique character, sense of place, and historical context, for example in an updated
Neighbourhood Plan.

3

Ensure that all development mitigates against the impacts of climate change, by insisting
on rigorous building standards with the aim to build carbon neutral new homes and
all other developments, in line with the SDNP Sustainable Construction Supplementary
Planning Document.

PLANNING PROCESSES
4

Facilitate earlier intervention by The Society in the planning approval process, recognising
that we have historically always been too late to influence outcomes.

5

Implement a Design Review Process, as they operate across most of Hampshire and in the
SDNP, especially for the sensitive and significant applications.

6

All sensitive and significant applications and significant amendments to them, to come to
Planning Committee, with meetings held in Alton, and with adequate public notice.

7

All public consultations to be held at convenient times and locations, to optimise public
attendance, and to be attended by Planning Committee members.

8

Sensitive and significant applications to include 3D modelling, clearly illustrating
relationship with the topography and street scene. These to be available at public
consultations.

9

Make site visits the ‘norm’ for all sensitive and significant applications, and ensure that
a majority of the Planning Committee members attend, or alternatively make separate
arrangements to visit the site. Members who have not attended should abstain when
votes are taken.

10 Agendas and associated papers to be issued earlier than the current 6 working days. Ban
the issue of Yellow Sheets on the day of meeting.
11 Applicants, ATC, and objectors to be allowed more than the current 3 minutes to present
their case, allowing the use of visual aids as appropriate.
12 The Committee Chairman should not feel obliged to agree with the officers’ recommendations.
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Major developments in Alton
by Rod Eckles

Coors Brewery Site
CALA Homes’ application for the brewery site is still a pre-occupation for us. We met with
their management team in July, and following these and other discussions with the planners
and Town Council they submitted revised plans that contained some limited improvements in
design and layout, but some serious problems still remain, including:
•

Inadequate open space. Unfortunately the increase in density (the plans now have 220
homes) has not resulted in a commensurate amount of extra open space, despite some
improvements to the shape of the riverside walk.

•

Whilst the pedestrian crossing over Draymans Way has been moved closer to the river, it
still follows a dis-jointed route from the town centre, due to highways constraints. [See our
alternative proposal below].

•

Although the removal of two units at the
eastern end of the site has meant a slight
improvement in the route of the Wey Walk,
this does not go far enough in alleviating the
impact of the railway embankment where
the path meets a ‘brick wall’ on its way to
Kings Pond.

•

Affordable homes. We believe that CALA
are wrong to concentrate purely on
affordable flats. In a site of this size there
should be a portion of affordable houses,
to accommodate the needs of young, low
income families. Also, the concentration of affordable homes into three apartment blocks
will lead to ghetto-ising, which we need to avoid.

•

Community Space. We are wholly opposed to this. Whilst there was public concern over the
failure to make any community provision in the earlier plans, we believe the space proposed
is ill-conceived and wholly inappropriate.
• The provision of a ‘shell’, as proposed, lacks any defined purpose;
• Its location rules out a number of specific uses, eg as a day nursery;
• 19 parking spaces are woefully inadequate for any public functions;
• It would be too small to provide any viable multi-use performance space that the town
needs;
• The use of a ground floor of a 4 storey apartment block would be fraught with difficulties
in terms of noise, and conflicts with residents’ interests;
• The frontage of the building, facing north, will command nothing like the pleasant sunny
‘plaza’ that appeared on the front page of the Herald.
And so for all these reasons we make no apology for describing the idea as a ‘white elephant’.
Far better, in our view, to commute this for cash, to be used to improve community facilities
elsewhere, for example on the more central Bank Car Park.

•

Nature and Biodiversity. Given CALA’s admission that the site has ‘wildlife value’, we think
there is scope for more improvements to facilitate nature and biodiversity, such as extra
trees, and incorporating ‘bricks for wildlife’ such as birds and bees.

•

Building for the Future. This is probably the most serious omission. That such a large
development should be so dependent on conventional fossil-fuelled heating systems, at a
time when we need to move urgently towards more sustainable design, is deplorable in our
view.

To see our full response go to our website: www.altonsociety.org.uk

Read on!
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A New ‘Draymans Square’?
We have received some encouraging initial responses to our proposals for a new public square
straddling Draymans Way, at the entrance to brewery site. At a recent meeting with EHDC there
was broad support for the concept of this pedestrian/cyclist-friendly space at the Wey Walk
crossing.
The idea is for a public realm extending both sides of the road, forming an attractive and
welcoming entrance to the CALA site, and accommodate the Highways Authority’s objections to
a more direct pedestrian route from the town centre into the CALA site [referred to above].
There are a number of problems to be resolved, including the need for CALA to reposition
the proposed apartment block at the site’s entrance, but there was support for the concept
in principle. EHDC staff have agreed to review the redesign of the Manor Car Park, and the
marginal loss of parking spaces, and Highways would need to accommodate the necessary
traffic calming measures.
Our alternative suggestion, incorporating a new public realm

We hope that the loss of parking spaces will be seen as a price worth paying to achieve an
enhanced public realm space. With appropriate landscaping this could work to the real benefit
of CALA Homes, not only in creating a more attractive entrance to the brewery site, but in
forming a more tangible link to the town centre.
McCarthy & Stone and the Magistrates Court site
The new application for 43 retirement homes (ref: 56420/003) has been greeted with widespread
alarm. Residents’ comments on the planning portal, including more than 100 objections, are
an indication of the public anger caused by McCarthy & Stone’s attempt to cancel its obligation
to pay a £577,000 contribution towards affordable homes.
As reported in the Herald, yet again we have a
developer trying to wriggle out of its obligations. For
anyone interested in the detailed calculations, see the
applicant’s Financial Viability Statement dated 19th
August. It is clear to us that they have started with
an unviable profit figure, and worked backwards in
presenting revenue and cost calculations that back it
up! We are demanding that the Statement should be
subject to independent scrutiny, and that the District
Valuer must be satisfied with the viability argument
before any planning permission is given. Otherwise the
application should be refused.
Our thanks to members, and many others, who took the trouble to make their voices heard – an
inspiring display of solidarity in defending our town’s interests.
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Wey Walk through the old Brewery site
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by Louise Parker, chair of the Amery Hill Residents’ Association
thematically and aesthetically with the other
Amery Hill Residents’ Association (AHRA)
sections of the Wey Walk. In support of this,
recognises and welcomes the ‘green spine’
we are encouraged that the current proposal
which is intrinsic to the new planning
includes an archway at both the entrance
proposal issued by CALA for the Brewery
and exit of the site, and we strongly believe
site. It forms the ‘missing link’ on the Wey
that these should reflect the design concept
Walk which was formally launched in 2020
of the Lenten Street Bridge archway installed
by Alton Town Council. We have a vision of
earlier in 2020. We expect to see consistent
how this green spine should be transformed
signage, surface and general treatments
from a concept on paper to reality, taking
along the Brewery section of the Wey Walk.
into account our knowledge of the river, its
We also feel there should be an emphasis on
management where it is in considerable close
the rural and countryside – rus in urbe – as
proximity to residents, and our experience of
the section is the Green Lung running right
working with other developers.
through the centre of the town.
The green spine should be considered as an
Many of you will be unaware that there is
extension of the ‘Green Lung’ between Flood
an attractive ornamental pond and fountain
Meadows and King’s Pond, not an urban
corridor. We would like to see a natural
created by former owners of the Brewery,
which sheds light on the history of the site
widening of the river once it emerges from
itself (see photo below). It is not shown in the
under Draymans Way. The Brewery section
latest proposal, yet we feel that this should be
is an important transition between the built
retained as part of the story of the site’s usage
environment of the High Street and the
over the years.
more natural environment of King’s Pond,
and as such it should be sympathetically
continued ...
treated, so that the Brewery section is linked
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We have concerns about the bridge across
the river, particularly as it is going to be
the only means of vehicular access to the
majority of the properties in the development.
We see a potential conflict between vehicles,
pedestrians and wildlife, and would like a
detailed understanding of how this important
interchange will be managed and delivered.
We expect to see the mature trees along the
river retained, augmented by appropriate
planting along the Green Lung. We would
also expect to see new planting introduced
to screen the river from the road so that
the ‘urban landscape’ is hidden (parked
cars, bins, etc) from walkers and cyclists.
We are delighted that the proposal includes
naturalistic play features alongside the River
Wey that will be integrated into the overall
landscape and approve of this approach to
introducing elements of the rural into an
urban setting.
The exit from the site, where it links with
Lower Turk Street and rejoins the current
route of the Wey Walk round into King’s Pond,
is another important junction and needs
to be treated sympathetically. We want to
understand the developer’s rationale behind
the current proposal – not only the proposed
layout but also the specific details in relation
to the footpath surfaces and lighting.
AHRA is broadly encouraged by the latest
CALA proposal as it relates to the Wey Walk,
but we know that the devil is in the detail
and that the success of realising a balanced
scheme comes about in the detailed planning

and dialogue prior to works commencing.
AHRA has had several meetings with CALA and
their consultants in relation to the Wey Walk,
and is now arranging a follow-up meeting
with CALA to discuss our aspirations, using
the items mentioned above as a framework to
progress.
We would like to end on an important,
cautionary note: The current proposal lists
a comprehensive maintenance schedule for
the future Management Company for the
site, comprising activities for permeable
pavements, treatment system and swales.
It is, however, silent with regard to the
maintenance and upkeep of the River Wey,
both during the construction period and then
once all the properties have been occupied.
These elements are of vital importance
to ensure both the control of the river in
times of heavy rainfall and the fulfilment
of the estate’s ‘riparian responsibilities’,
as described by the Environment Agency.
Riparian responsibilities related to the River
Wey itself need to be both acknowledged and
planned for by the developer, and our views
in relation to this are as a direct result of
our experience with Redrow and the new
development at Hop Field Place.
We sincerely hope that this time round, the
knowledge we have gained in working with the
various key stakeholders – the Environment
Agency, EHDC, HCC and ATC – will be acted
upon much earlier in the process.

Please note that our website has more information on all the work our Groups
are doing, so go to www.altonsociety.org.uk for further information.

Get in touch!
thealtonsociety@gmail.com
or check our website for more information, updates, and more:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
Did you know we are also on Facebook and Twitter?
		

Have a look and give us a like!

AUTUMN 2020 NEWSLETTER

Page 11

Floating a Change to the Rules

for the Outstanding Services to the Town Award 2021
The Alton Society is proud to have presented this award for many years. At present the way
the rules are written may exclude certain noteworthy candidates that are being put forward by
our members for consideration. We want to continue to promote the values of the Alton Society
in our celebration of people who have made an Outstanding Contribution to the Town. We are
therefore considering a slight revision of the wording and would be grateful for your comments.
Our reasoning is below.
Our website states that we:
“Make an annual award to an Altonian who has made an outstanding contribution to the town” and
our rules for the Award state that we want to acknowledge the “personal contribution ... towards
work, voluntary or otherwise, that has been of outstanding benefit to the Alton community”.
Later on there is a definition of the work that qualifies for the award:
“promoting and encouraging the rational and appropriate development of Alton and its amenities;
stimulating interest in the past, present, and future of Alton; and working for the enhancement of
local features of particular historical, cultural, or aesthetic importance.”
However, there seems to be a disconnect between the overall approach and the detailed definition,
and we suggest this should be resolved in this way:
We would like to add after ‘aesthetic importance’ the words, ‘and contributing to the sustainability
of existing community amenities and generation of new ones’.
Do get in touch with any comments. Thank you.

Speed Watch Call for Volunteers
When Alton Community Speed Watch
(ACSW) first hit the streets it’s fair to say it
wasn’t universally welcomed; a hard core of
motorists seemed to think that speed limits
somehow didn’t apply to them. Thanks to
a bunch of Speed Watch volunteers, that’s
changing. After nearly two years of ACSW’s
activity in the town, Alton seems to be getting
the message about the negative effects of
speeding vehicles and motorcycles on our
quality of life. Support for our activities
from the town’s residents by far exceeds the
original naysayers and offending is certainly
reduced whenever and wherever ACSW is
active.
Community Speed Watch is an educational
programme, not enforcement, and it’s
accepted that most people probably don’t
set out deliberately to exceed urban speed
limits. The mobile ‘Speed Indication Device’
(SID) that you see ACSW operating in various
parts of the town is deployed, not to ‘catch’
speeding motorists but rather to educate them
by employing a roadside, radar-controlled
LED panel displaying their vehicle’s speed.
The team of volunteers in dapper hi-viz gear
is very conspicuous by the side of the road;

likewise, the SID is difficult to miss and most
vehicles slow down when they spot us ... and
yet – and yet!
ACSW is endorsed and supported by
Hampshire Police and those motorists who
don’t comply with the speed limits have their
details recorded and added to a national
police database. They will receive advice from
the police by letter about their driving and the
need to maintain safe standards on our roads.
Serial offenders will, in addition, receive a
visit from a police officer. ACSW promotes an
holistic view of speed mitigation in the town.
To assist motorists in observing speed limits
ACSW has launched an initiative along with
the town council and ADRA to deploy ‘Speed
Limit Reminders’ (SLR’s) at various speeding
‘hot-spots’. These signs ‘light up’ to remind
motorists when they are exceeding the speed
limit for that location while also logging
huge amounts of data around traffic flows,
vehicle speeds, time of day etc. which can
used to better inform highway strategies and
improvements.
If you would you like to make a difference
to the quality of life in Alton we’re offering
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the opportunity to join our
band of volunteers. It’s not an
onerous commitment and you
can do as much or as little as
you wish. Speed Watch is very
flexible. You’ll be required to
undergo a very short police
training session and then
you’ll be good to go.
It’s friendly, sociable and
you’d be doing something
worthwhile
for
your
community. For more details
email: acsw@btinternet.com

The Flood Meadows in 2020

by Brian Good, Leader, Natural Environment Group
In the Spring edition of Alton Now we looked
the selective cutting back of nettles bordering
at what had been happening in the Flood
the riverside path to ensure that it remains
Meadows over the winter months, with a
accessible to the general public.
particular emphasis on the Pocket Parks
Just to add to our problems, parts of the
Initiative scheme. This gave us the delightful
riverside path were severely eroded by the
dipping platform, new seating areas, a
unusually high levels of water flowing in the
wildflower area, and a re-vamped entrance
river following on from the winter rains. Part of
to the meadows via the Lenten Street Bridge.
one of the bridges actually became detached
Most of the money came from a central
and floated away downstream. Alton Town
government grant, topped up from Alton
Council came to the rescue once the waters
Town Council funding, and the Alton Society
had subsided, finding the necessary money
provided the volunteer labour force to help
to employ specialist contractors to replace
make it all become a reality. I described
several of the crumbling bridges completely,
all of this in glowing terms, and wrote
using some very realistic-looking man-made
optimistically about our plans for the coming
materials.
months. If only we had known then what we
The combination of a wet winter and early
know now…
spring, followed by a prolonged spell of hot
Soon after we went to press with that edition,
dry weather in the summer, caused the
the regular monthly ‘Third Sunday’ Friends
annual weed growth to be even more virulent
of Flood Meadows sessions became badly
than usual. The relatively high water level in
affected by the COVID19 lockdown. The
the river and ponds in the summer months
April session did not take place at all, and
presented added problems to our efforts
all subsequent sessions have been restricted
to keep it all under control. Fortunately in
due to the need to obey the rules and observe
August we additionally had two separate
social distancing. Nevertheless, our hardy
groups of teenaged volunteers belonging to
handful of hard-working volunteers still
the National Citizen Service (NCS) scheme
managed to carry out a significant amount of
working with us in the Flood Meadows.
conservation work. As the weather warmed up,
They performed magnificently, and by the
the annual task of removing vast quantities
end of the month we had been able to catch
of invasive ‘Fools Watercress’ from the river
up on the lost work. The riverside paths
bed and ponds began in earnest, along with
are once again open for the public to enjoy,
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and large expanses of water are now clearly
visible where there had previously only been
vegetation. Regrettably, we are not permitted
to take photographs of the NCS volunteers at
work, which is a great pity, because they were
very impressive indeed. Hence, there are no
accompanying pictures to show specifically
what they achieved for us.
In September we finally achieved completion
of the task that had begun a year earlier.
On Sunday 20 September we managed to
fill another two dozen vegetative sacks and
spread a further seven metric tonnes of topsoil
to complete the landscaping of the area of
river bank around the Lenten Street bridge.
This might sound like a lot of soil to you (and
believe me, it is!) but it doesn’t actually go
very far once you start spreading it around.
The following Sunday a few of us went back
and sowed the area with grass seed. By the
time that you get to read this article, the
entire area should be a picturesque blend of
green grass blades interspersed with a few
native wild flowers. Please help us in our
efforts to keep dogs, small children and all
and sundry off this particular piece of ground
until everything has had a chance to become
properly established.
As you might already know, we carry out
these working party sessions on the third
Sunday of each month, and we are always
on the look-out for keen new volunteers to
come along and join in the fun. Everybody is
invited. Bring along boots and gloves if you
have them – we will provide the rest! Just
come along to the Tanhouse Lane entrance,
from 10am to 12 noon.

Now, both the Flood Meadows and Kings Pond
belong to Alton Town Council. For reasons
which are lost in history, the Alton Society
has been involved for many years in assisting
with, and co-ordinating, the voluntary efforts
to maintain the Flood Meadows. However, until
now there has been no similar arrangement
for Kings Pond. We have recently been asked
to act as advisors on the proposed setting
up a separate ‘Friends of Kings Pond’ body,
drawing upon local volunteers, and meeting
for two hours once a month to carry out
routine and one-off maintenance tasks. This
is still at a very early stage of development,
and it is anticipated that there will be more to
report in due course. It must be emphasised
at this juncture that the Alton Society is
NOT being asked to take on this additional
responsibility – we have been asked merely to
advise on best practice, based upon our own
experience.
And, finally, here are some pictures to show
you what we have been up to over the past
six months:
May 2020: Removing the Fools Watercress
from the river
These three photographs were taken from
the same spot at, effectively, the beginning
middle and end of our two-hour working
party session. They show how a weed-choked
stretch of the river was transformed into a
freely-flowing chalk stream in the space of
two hours. As well as making the area more
visually attractive, it also reduced the water
level upstream by approximately 4 inches
where it had formerly been flowing across the
footpath.

10am
11am
12 noon
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September 2020: Landscaping work around the Lenten Street Bridge
10 am Flattening the curve pt 1:
This what 7 tonnes of topsoil looks like.

12 noon Flattening the curve pt 2: This what
it looks like once it has been spread around.
Just needs the grass seed now…

There was plenty to be done on the upstream
side of the bridge, too:
11am building up the bank to disguise an
unsightly mass of concrete.

Get in touch!

12 noon all ready for planting up with native
wild flowers.

thealtonsociety@gmail.com

or check out our website for more information, updates, and more:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
Did you know we are also on Facebook and Twitter?
Have a look and give us a like!

Tune in for updates on
Wey Valley Radio 101.1 FM
Don’t forget to tune in to WVR 101.1 FM, our local
community radio station. The Alton Society has
a regular slot every Tuesday at 10am where we
discuss current issues in the town, and elsewhere.

AUTUMN 2020 NEWSLETTER

Page 15

Alton’s Autumn Litter Pick
This autumn’s Town Litter Pick, supported
by Keep Britain Tidy’s national campaign,
took place on each of the six days beginning
on 21 September. Volunteers were out daily
in groups that complied with COVID19
regulations to cover specific areas in the town.
The pick was organised by the Alton Society
and supported by Alton Town Council.
64 volunteers took part. They included
teams from Nationwide Building Society, a
local firm called Jisp and Alton’s Specsavers
branch. Alton Lions covered two days and
our MP Damian Hinds turned up on Friday to
help. A number of local councillors including
Steve Hunt, Chris Lawrence, Ginny Boxall

and Matthew Bayliss put in a shift, as did
representatives from several Alton residents’
associations.
We disposed of 55 rubbish bags, 61 face
masks (these had been left on the ground
rather than put in a bin) and too many
cigarette butts to count. It is astonishing that
irresponsible smokers continue to blight our
environment.
We plan to repeat the event in the spring but
many of us will be going out between now
and then to tackle the scourge of litter. If you
want to help in the future then contact the
organisers at thealtonsociety@gmail.com
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‘Planning for the Future’

or a Nightmare Ahead of Us and how will it affect Alton?
by Carol Palmer
Media silence would surely be the only way to
have avoided hearing about two Government
Planning Consultations which launched in
August: ‘Changes to the Planning System’ and
‘Planning for the Future’ (the Planning White
Paper (PWP)), ending on 1 Oct and 29 Oct
respectively. The PWP argues that the current
planning system is too complex, discourages
public participation and proposes to reform
it to become a ‘significantly simpler, faster
and more predictable system’. It states that
there is little incentive currently for highquality design and proposes a ‘fast track for
beauty’. Its vision is for 300,000 homes to be
built annually and includes a new Planning
Act and amended National Planning Policy
Framework.
Both documents have stirred up a lot of
comment and concern. The consultations
are available online for response or by email.
*¹ *². The Alton Society Built Environment
Group is currently preparing a response to
the PWP*³. If you have any comments you’d
like us to add, please let us know by emailing
thealtonsociety@gmail.com.
As you know, we are members of the
Campaign for the Protection of Rural
England (CPRE) Hampshire, and of Civic
Voice. CPRE has produced a template letter
for anyone to send to their MP detailing
their concerns and it can be found here:
https://www.cprehampshire.org.uk/news/
planning-reforms-cpre-hampshire-letter-tohampshire-mps/. It sets out the issues very

So based on those figures, in East Hampshire
the target would increase by 35%, and for
Hampshire the increase will be 21.23%,
meaning East Hants’ target is 65% larger
than Hampshire’s even though in June ’19
the average house price in East Hants was
£357K, about 14% higher than the Hampshire
average of £312K. The target increases could
be much larger however, as CPRE forecast

clearly and understandably and everyone is
encouraged to send it.
Civic Voice are hosting webinar discussions
until mid-October, which we have joined. They
are asking the fundamental question: Is this
a Radical Reform or a Developers’ Charter?
i.e. is it more about delivering on the 300,000
homes per year (p.a.) target rather than any
reform of the Planning System itself? If
the former: Where is the evidence for why
we need this? – given that according to the
Local Government Association (LGA) in Feb
2020 and also stated by CPRE, that in the
last decade more than a million homes given
planning permission have not actually been
built. Surely the government’s primary focus
should be on getting these builds started?
The planning system is not the main cause of
housing shortfalls – 90% of applications are
approved by LPAs*4.
In Alton we currently have about 1,200
homes under construction and about 300
with planning permission waiting to be
built. This will increase our population over
the next c.5 years by approx 3,600 i.e. 20%
based on a figure of about 18,000 in 2011*5.
The PWP introduces a ‘Proposed New
Standard Method’, which has been called the
‘affordability algorithm’, the purpose of which
is to ensure that less affordable places get
more housing. See below how the algorithm
deals with East Hampshire’s targets, courtesy
of Planning and Development Consultancy
Lichfields*6:

50% for East Hants and the LGA say that
numbers in the South East will increase by
57%. This tyranny of the algorithm is what
has prompted the c.70-strong backbench
rebellion in the House of Commons.
A
member of our Built Environment Group has
suggested that we will end up with a Minister
for Algorithms!
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Affordability
This is something that we in Alton are very
concerned about: where, how and when are we
going to get affordable homes for the young?
CPRE have pointed out that the affordability
algorithm creates what I would call a vicious
circle, where paradoxically developers are
encouraged to build above the median price
to ensure that the Local Planning Authority
(LPA) allocates more land for more homes
in order to bring the price down, and so on,
meaning that the average house price will
be even less affordable for the young. Social
Rent is another way of providing for this type
of housing need but it isn’t mentioned in the
PWP at all. The National Housing Federation
says only 6338 were completed in 2018-19
(84% less than in 2010-11) but that we need
90,000 each year for the next decade to meet
demand.
Will we, the community get more involved?
Not really, but our input will be even more
crucial e.g. to spot heritage and conservation
issues up-front, in zones designated for
Growth and Renewal. We will be consulted
about location of these zones, and our
Neighourhood Planning process will be asked
to supply Local Design Codes ‘to provide
certainty and reflect local character and
preferences about the form and appearance
of development’. Meanwhile, a National Body
would be set up to support ‘the delivery of
provably locally-popular design codes’, and
each LPA would recruit a ‘chief officer for
design and place-making’. LPAs will be asked
to split all their land into three categories:
growth, renewal and protection. Permission to
build would be granted automatically on sites
that have been earmarked for development,
thereby reducing risk for developers.
Concerns
Here are some quotes and concerns from
various organisations and people about the
PWP:
• Prof Gavin Parker University of Reading
Planning Professor ‘blunt instruments
aimed at highly complex situations.’ He
predicts “a decade of disruption, a lack of
clarity and uncertainty”

Get in touch!

•

•

•

•
•

•

The Wildlife Trusts: PWP fails “to address
climate change, the ecological emergency,
and growing health inequalities”. https://
action.wildlifetrusts.org/page/66900/
action/1
The zoning plans will become outdated and
require frequent amendments and local
democracy will be undermined because
zones will be decided but not necessarily
implemented for years to come
Royal Town Planning Institute: “Reduced
flexibility, innovation and the ability to
respond to changing circumstances”
Lack of clarity in PWP regarding the
Historic Environment
The background to the PWP was partly
analysis of the zoning system in Japan,
which has twice the population and builds
900,000 homes a year of which many are
rebuilt/refurbs
Potential de-skilling of LPAs? PWP
envisages local planning staff shifting
their focus away from making individual
decisions towards developing the Local
Plan. Although a resources and skills
strategy for the planning sector is
proposed, to be funded by landowners
and developers.

Hopefully this gives you a flavour of the
complete upheaval that is confronting us.
*¹
*²

*³
*4

*5

*6

https://www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/planning-for-the-future
https://www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/changes-to-the-currentplanning-system
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/MHCLGPlanning-for-the-Future/
https://www.gov.uk/government/
statistical-data-sets/live-tables-onplanning-application-statistics
Average occupancy of new houses is approx
3, giving an increase of 4500 new residents
i.e. 25% – then reduce for under-occupancy
to 20%
https://lichfields.uk/grow-renew-protectplanning-for-the-future/how-many-homesthe-new-standard-method/#section7

thealtonsociety@gmail.com

or check out our website for more information, updates, and more:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
Did you know we are also on Facebook and Twitter?
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The Quaker Garden

by Karen L Booker
“...one true meaning of life is to
plant trees under whose shade
you do not expect to sit.”
W. Henderson.
In January of this year I took over
responsibility for the Quaker garden: not the
whole burial ground, but the wide bed behind
the flint wall, in front of Alton Meeting House.
It had been gardened before of course,
particularly in my memory by Joyce Preddle,
whom many of you will remember as a very
committed campaigner, writer and town
citizen.
However, the garden had since
become overgrown and unmanaged.
Having drawn up a planting plan, I bought
plants at a charity-run nursery and clearing
the site commenced.
By March the horticultural “thugs” had been
consigned to a newly ordered EHDC brown
bin, and the world had hunkered down into
lockdown.
Spring
blossomed
regardless:
grape
hyacinths, narcissi then tulips, as I continued
in solitary silent gardening. No Meeting, no
tenants, no daily or weekly events, no traffic
noise; just birdsong and burgeoning growth
as new planting was completed in perfect
weather. It was a special time; now ended.
But what remains over that wall is a
developing garden, part of Alton’s Town

Guided Walks route, with a historic Quaker
graveyard beyond, surrounded by trees that
have now all been named and mapped by the
Alton Society’s volunteer tree warden, Jim
Dickinson.
It is a place to sit, to appreciate, to give thanks
for nature – it has kept many of us sane these
past few months!

Alton Society Annual General Meeting 2020
Our AGM, normally held in November, attracts
up to 80 participants. Due to the pandemic, the
management committee has taken advice from
the Charity Commission and decided to postpone
the meeting.
We will comply with our financial obligations
by filing our return to the Charity Commission
and we intend to send a report to our members
containing information as to what our groups
have been doing during the year 2019/20.
Some committee members are standing down this
year after a number of years of excellent service
to the Society. Others are prepared to carry on
at present. We do have vacancies, so if you are
interested in becoming part of a vibrant civil and
environmental group then do get in touch.
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The Alton Society – Membership Application

	
  

I/we wish to become member(s) of the Alton Society
Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Registered Charity No. 1077729

Second person at the same address (if desired*)
Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Address ............................................................................................................................................. Postcode ...........................
Telephone ......................................................... Email ...................................................................................................................
(*A second person named at the same address becomes a full member of the Society for no additional subscription.)
The annual subscription of £12.50 is due on October 1st each year. You can use a bank transfer to our bank (details below)
or return this form with your cheque or standing order mandate (see below) to:
Bob Booker (Membership Officer), 76 Victoria Road, Alton GU34 2DE

e-mail: thealtonsociety@gmail.com

Your details will be held on computer. By signing this form you consent to allow us to contact you by post, email and telephone (occasionally), to further the objectives of the Society. These can be found on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk
Signed...........................................................................................

Date.........................................................................

STANDING ORDER MANDATE
To The Manager, ..................................................................................................... Bank plc
Address.................................................................................................................................... Postcode ..............................
I, ............................................................................................................. (full name)
request you pay to The Alton Society, Account No. 00026566 at TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty
Pence (£12.50) every year until further notice, starting on 1st October 20..... (please complete year).
My Account Number .....................................................................

Sort Code.................................................................

Signed...........................................................................................

Date.........................................................................

Gift Aid Please tick (✓) if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.
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Join the Alton Society now – have a say and a role in the future of our town.

Use the form on the previous page or check out our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
	
  

Space for personalised label
for hand-delivered copy.

Committee members
David Simpkins (Chairman)
83799
Brian Good
Bob Booker (Vice Chairman, Membership &
Gill Cooper (Treasurer)
07791
Carol Palmer
07763
Events)
83570 or mobile 07968 192323
Louise Parker
07966
Nicky Branch
562698
Rob Smith (Minutes Secretary)
Tony Cohen
82026
Simon Stoodley
Rod Eckles
83539
Penny Webster-Brown
Michael Fawcett
89341
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