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Chairman’s Corner
by David Simpkins

Barbara Burfoot
We are saddened by the sudden death of Barbara Burfoot. 
While she was not in good health, her death has come as 
a shock to us all. Barbara was 75 and had one stepchild 
and three grand stepchildren. Barbara was a marvellous 
ambassador for the Society, having acted as Secretary 
for a number of years as well as Vice Chairman. She was 
instrumental in organising our Litter Picks until recently 
and remained well involved.

We all have fond memories of her sharp wit and intellect, 
which she put to good use when we sent out teams to 
local quizzes, often coming back as the victors against 
strong opposition.

She was involved in local politics and was a stalwart of the 
Labour Party. She stood for election on many occasions 
and it was a hallmark of her character that she was able 
to work with supporters of other parties and many others 
for the good of the Town.

She was, until her retirement, a humanist celebrant. She played a leading role in organising the 
Alton Town Guides. Many may not be aware, but she was a member and supporter of the Surrey 
Cricket Club. She was involved in the local Town’s Women’s Guild.

She attended Regency Week for the Society until 2019 and took her place in the rota and clearly 
was liked and known by so many.

We shall miss her and send our condolences to her family.

I am delighted to have 
been elected Chairman 
of the Society at the 
AGM on 16 November 
2019 following a year as 
Secretary. I look forward 
to continuing the work 
steered by the previous 
Chairman Nicky Branch 

in relation to aspects of climate change and 
how East Hampshire District Council (EHDC) 
can be persuaded to demand much more 
attention to eco-friendly building design from 
developers for the many houses yet to be 
built around Alton. 

Then there is the very significant 7-point 
improvement plan created by the Society to 
enhance the quality of the developed Coors 
Brewery site for public use, which we continue 
to press for at meetings with the Placemaking 
team of EHDC. We need to win the argument 
justifying the creation of a unifying public 
realm in the design of the development by 
Cala as outlined by Mark Penfold at our 2019 

AGM. This would so enhance the use and 
enjoyment of the centre of Alton, not just for 
residents but for visitors and tourists too.

The long-term significance of this to the Alton 
community cannot be over-emphasised. 
We continue to remind Cala of its legacy 
commitment (now seemingly shelved) to make 
cash available for a Community Centre not 
necessarily on the Coors Brewery site. Our 
objectives and efforts frequently align with 
those of Alton Town Council (both working 
in the interests of the Alton Community) and 
whilst remaining apolitical, we look forward 
to such cooperation in the future.

My election as Secretary at the 2018 AGM 
came about on the retirement of Barbara 
Burfoot and her election to the office of 
Vice-Chairman. During her handover to me, 
the depth and breadth of her knowledge in 
general and of Alton in particular was very 
evident. Suddenly and very sadly she has 
died. With the help of colleagues, I have put 
together an appreciation to fittingly conclude 
Chairman’s Corner.
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Background to Building Standards

For 50 years, ever since its inception, the 
protection and enhancement of the local 
built environment has been one of the Alton 
Society’s prime concerns. Every week the 
Society’s ‘Built Environment Group’ examine 
all planning applications relating to the 
town and where they feel it is necessary, 
submit appropriate comments to the 
planning authority. These comments are not 
necessarily objections, and as a group we 
always try to be objective and where possible 
we offer our suggestions as to how schemes 
can be improved. This is particularly the 
case with major developments where the 
public realm is involved. Our comments 
don’t just relate to how schemes look, but 
also their space standards and thermal 
performance. Hence, when the Government 
recently announced a public consultation 
on changes to the Building Regulations in 
an endeavour to reduce the amount of CO2 
produced in heating new dwellings, we felt 
that our experience could make a positive 
contribution to it.

Our Response

As mentioned in our Autumn 2019 
Newsletter, the Government’s proposal is 
set out in a 98-page consultation document 
entitled ‘The Future Homes Standard’. They 
have suggested an interim up-grading of the 
Regulations later this year with a further 
improvement in 2025. These together would 
produce a total reduction in the amount 
of carbon-dioxide emissions produced by 
new buildings of between 75% and 80% 
compared to a house built to the current 
regulations. For the interim period they were 
seeking observations on two basic alternative 
proposals:

The first option suggested is an improvement 
of 20%, which they would expect to be 
delivered through an increased thermal 
performance of the fabric of the building. The 

second option is for a 31% improvement. They 
state that this second option is their preferred 
option and superficially it looks the higher of 
the two standards. However, when one looks 
into the two options in detail it turns out that 
the second option can be achieved simply 
by improvements to the carbon efficiency of 
the heating source alone and doesn’t require 
any up-grading of the building fabric. In our 
observations we stated that in the light of 
the Climate Emergency we considered the 
way that this higher figure is proposed to be 
achieved represents an adverse move, since it 
is much easier to change the heating source 
of a building once it is completed than up-
grade the building’s fabric.

Once the consultation was completed we were 
encouraged to find that many authoritative 
organisations such as CIBSE (Chartered 
Institute of Building Services), the RIBA (The 
Royal Institute of British Architects) and 
the AECB (Association for Environmentally 
Conscious Building) have all made very 
similar observations.  

Tony Cohen

Future Homes Standard Consultation

Get in touch!    thealtonsociety@gmail.com 
or check out our website for more information, updates, and more: 

www.altonsociety.org.uk 
Did you know we are also on Facebook and Twitter? 

Have a look and give us a like! 
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CALA Homes and the Brewery Site

We met with CALA Homes planning managers 
at the end of January to review our main 
suggestions for improving their plans, and 
to gauge their response. We appear to have 
won some limited concessions – notably an 
improvement to the Wey Walk route as it 
approaches the Kings Pond end of the site, 
and better landscaping at the Draymans 
Way entrance.   However, they are unable to 
confirm any changes until discussions with 
the planners are complete.

One of the remaining stumbling blocks 
is CALA’s approach to any ‘community’ 
contribution; again, we are waiting for further 
clarification.   

Veolia Advanced Energy Recovery Facility

Many members will have received through 
their door notification of Veolia’s plans for 
their site on the A31. Whilst the site is outside 
Alton, it will be of interest to the whole of the 
town and surrounding area.

The leaflet raises as many questions as 
answers, for example, what traffic volumes 
will it generate? What will be the hours of 
operation? How does burning residual waste 

in this way fit with our overall recycling 
strategy?  What are the real pollution risks?

We hope that the public exhibitions scheduled 
for early March will have answered these and 
other questions. Only then will we be in a 
position to comment.   

Houses on land between 60 and 86 Wilsom 
Road (Ref: 55638-001) [Outline]

Following numerous objections, the applicant 
has reduced the number of proposed dwellings 
from 23 to 9, resulting in a less cramped 
layout. Viewed purely on its merits we regard 
this as more acceptable, although we are still 
concerned over the feasibility of developing 
the remaining portion of the site in the future, 
this being on steeply rising hillside.  Alton 
Town Council has not objected.  

Application for 24-hour operation – Unit 7 
Waterbrook Estate – Hutchings and Carter 
(Ref: 51471/003)

This is a HCC application to allow importation 
of road planings and the night-time 
importation and exportation of waste.

Following widespread objections and a 
failed appeal last year, the applicant has 
resubmitted plans based on more restricted 
traffic movements to and from the site.  

It is clear to us that the original grounds for 
refusal (the noise and disruption of night-
time working) are still as valid as ever – not 
only the immediate impact on neighbours, 
but also the very real risk of giving a green 
light to other industries on the Mill Lane 
and Omega Park wanting to initiate 24-
hour working, and who currently respect the 
widely accepted constraints.

Equally important in our view is the 
inevitable difficulty in monitoring such 
overnight activity, and we can foresee 
endless enforcement battles ahead, if this 
were allowed. We have therefore confirmed 
our objections.

Rod Eckles

Other Planning Matters

Join the Alton Society now – have a say and a role in the future of our town.
Use the form on page 16 or check out our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
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What’s on your mind? Share your insights on problems 
and solutions within our community, or give us some 
feedback. Letters will be edited for content and 

clarity. All letters must have the writer’s name. You 
may send your letters to: thealtonsociety@gmail.com 

or 76 Victoria Road, Alton, GU34 2DE

Where’s Trolley?
by John Pritchard (Twitter @JohnPritchard19)

Judging by the large number of abandoned 
shopping trolleys found in Alton in recent 
months, the question Where’s Wally? has 
been replaced with Where’s Trolley?

Just as with the ‘broken window theory’,  
the sight of numerous discarded lumps 
of metal gives the appearance that people 
do not care about where they live. The 
broken window theory may be an old one, 
but it still rings true. Consider a building 
with a couple of broken windows. If the 
windows are not repaired, the tendency is 
for vandals to break a few more windows. 

Eventually, they may even break into 
the building, and if it’s unoccupied, 
perhaps become squatters or light fires 
inside. Similarly, the low-level dumping 
of trolleys may lead to increased volumes 
and types of detritus, blighting our town.

If you find an abandoned shopping trolley, 
please contact the supermarket it came 
from. If the name of the supermarket isn’t 
visible, please contact East Hampshire 
District Council and they will come out 
and remove it.

WHERE’S TROLLEY? 
by John Pritchard (Twitter: @JohnPritchard19) 

Judging by the large number of abandoned shopping trolleys found in Alton in recent months, 
the question Where’s Wally? has been replaced with Where’s Trolley? 

Just as with the ‘broken window theory’,  the sight of numerous discarded lumps of metal gives 
the appearance that people do not care about where they live. The broken window theory may 
be an old one, but it still rings true. Consider a building with a couple of broken windows. If the 
windows are not repaired, the tendency is for vandals to break a few more windows. Eventually, 
they may even break into the building, and if it's unoccupied, perhaps become squatters or light 
fires inside. Similarly, the low-level dumping of trolleys may lead to increased volumes and types 
of detritus, blighting our town. 

If you find an abandoned shopping trolley, please contact the supermarket it came from. If the 
name of the supermarket isn’t visible, please contact East Hampshire District Council and they 
will come out and remove it. Diolch yn fawr!

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

Locations 
1. Old Magistrate’s Court 
2.  Drayman’s Way 
3. Church Mews 
4. Manor Car Park 
5. Old Post Office 
6. High Street 
7. Tower Street 
8. White Horse Pub 
9. Murray Grove 
10. Lady Place Car Park 
11. Mechanics Alley 
12. John Trimmer Walk 
13. Tower Street 
14. Manor Car Park 
15. Victoria Road Car Park 
16. Tower Street 
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Civic Voice News
by Carol Palmer

Since last October there has been a flurry of 
activity in the sphere of design and quality 
of new developments, and Civic Voice (CV) 
has been closely involved, putting the Civic 
Movement front and centre as much as it 
can, and lobbying on behalf of its members. 

Good Design – Voice of the Community

It has been campaigning for Community 
Groups to have a formal voice in Design 
Reviews.  EHDC only has a Design Review 
Board for the South Downs National Park, not 
for the rest of East Hampshire*1. This vacuum 
surely needs to be filled if the impetus and 
principles embodied in October’s ‘National 
Design Guide’*2 and ‘Design: Process and 
Tools’*3 Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) 
update, are to be followed in Alton. Thanks to 
CV’s campaign, Civic Societies are specifically 
mentioned in the section entitled ‘Effective 
community engagement on design’.  Also 
last October, a Written Ministerial Statement 
informed us of the intention to consult on a 
National Model Design Code (in the ‘new year’) 
which will be informed by the Building Better 
Building Beautiful Commission  ‘BBBBC’ 
(see below) and will set out recommended 
parameters for key elements of successful 
design.  

More Focus on Good Design – Beauty & 
Democracy in New Developments

The BBBBC report ‘Living in Beauty’ 
was published in January this year.*4  It 
recommends creating a fast-track planning 
process for developments that are attractive 
and popular with the local community. 
They say that beauty should be an essential 
condition for planning permission; that all 
new homes should meet minimum standards 
for space, amenity and comfort, and that 
democracy and community involvement 
should be visually assisted by digital 
technology (3D/Virtual Reality) ‘expanding 
from the current focus on consultation in 
the development control process to one of co-
design’.  On Homes England’s targets they 
say we should be measuring quality and 
outcomes as well as quantity... Meanwhile, 
the report also says the Government should 
invest in the skills of existing planning officers 
and inspectors as well as highways engineers.  
Crucially, it says ‘Our aim is not to abolish 

the network of planning constraints, but to 
provide a fast track for beauty that will keep 
all the precious safeguards in place.’

Ian Harvey, for Civic Voice, has said in 
response, ‘We need a revolution in public 
engagement to put more democracy in the 
planning system. This report is part of the 
momentum that is building to make this 
revolution happen’.  Tying in to this, a survey 
CV conducted in March last year showed the 
lack of public trust in the planning system, so 
CV  will now be lobbying the Government for an 
ABC Planning System – Accessible, Balanced, 
Collaborative.  A few points of interest from 
their list of goals are to: increase the time 
that Community Reps can speak at Planning 
Committees to 5 minutes; require developers 
and Local Authorities (LA’s) to provide a clear 
summary of how the community’s feedback 
has informed decision making – that would 
be interesting – and for the Government to 
encourage LA’s and developers to sign up to 
the principles of the International Association 
of Public Participation*5. 

Following this, in February, CV signed a 
letter*6, along with Campaign to Protect 
Rural England, the Design Council and 
others, calling on the Government to set up 
an independent body to oversee the quality 
of design. Ironically, a body doing just that 
was abolished in 2010:  The Commission 
for Architecture & the Built Environment 
(CABE)...  The ambition is for this body to be 
long-term and authoritative, not time-limited 
as proposed by the BBBBC.

Launch of report ‘A Housing Design Audit 
for England 2020’*7 

It’s been a busy January! This report was 
launched on the 21st and was funded by the 
Place Alliance and CPRE among others. 142 
developments were audited.  It was the first 
audit of its kind since 2007. Sarah James 
of CV said CV ‘will be applying pressure to 
Government to ensure that developments 
which do not meet minimum requirements 
should be refused on design grounds.’

Talking of good design, a large development 
called Derwenthorpe,  in Yorkshire*8 was 
given two awards by RIBA (the Royal 
Institution of British Architects) in 2017 – see 
photo opposite – including one for Best Large 
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Residential Development.  Its aims were 
to provide ‘a socially and environmentally 
sustainable community, ... energy-efficient 
homes, incentives for lifestyle change, the 
promotion of community participation and 
long-term custodianship’.  RIBA described 

it as ‘a singular harmonious place for the 
residents, where community is the focus and 
inspiration, creating a beautiful sense of place 
and identity for those living there.’  Doesn’t 
this sound wonderful, and so encouraging 
that it can be achieved?

Photo by kind permission of Tim Crocker

Events

There is a Civic Societies All-Party 
Parliamentary Group meeting on 17 March 
at the Palace of Westminster. I plan to be 
there.  Speakers will be Nicholas Boys Smith 
(Chair of BBBBC) and Prof M Carmona of 
the Place Alliance and Ian Harvey will be 
there to represent our views. If any Members 
would like to attend or ask me to pass on 
comments/questions, do let me know.

So as you can see, there’s been a lot going 
on and it will be interesting to see what the 
White Paper on Planning Reform, expected in 
the coming weeks, proposes...

Finally, the CV Challenge!
Being their 10th anniversary year, they are 
challenging all of their members in 2020 to 
commit to growing membership by 10%.  In 
our 50th Anniversary year perhaps we could 
all aim to recruit one member each to the 
Alton Society?!

*1  https://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-policy/statement-community-involvement

*2  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design-guide

*3  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/design#effective-community-engagement-on-design

*4 See the report here: http://www.createstreets.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Living-with-Beauty-Jan-2020.pdf

*5 https://www.iap2.org/page/about  

*6  http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/uploads/files/Letter_Robert_Jenrick_MP_Feb_2020.pdf

*7  https://indd.adobe.com/view/23366ae1-8f97-455d-896a-1a9934689cd8

*8 https://www.architecture.com/awards-and-competitions-landing-page/awards/riba-regional-awards/riba-yorkshire-award-
winners/2017/derwenthorpe-phase-one
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Spring Clean and Pass On
by Karen L Booker

S p r i n g 
is the traditional 

time to give the house a 
really good clean. My parents 

used to combine forces in this 
annual ritual, tackling each room and 

moving furniture for a ‘deep clean’, reviewing 
every item, culling some contents and 
replacing or replenishing others as required. 
Nowadays, an annual spring clean is too 
much hassle for most of us and usually only 
prompted by redecorating a room or, more 
drastically, moving house!

In our household, binning what’s discarded 
is a last-resort strategy. But what should we 
do with what we no longer want, wear, need?

Furniture, pictures and quality bric-a-
brac go to Resurrection Furniture for resale 
– check out its High Street premises. They 
don’t accept beds, so for these try:

Bordon Furniture Helpline 01420 489000

Phyllis Tuckwell 01252 719917

British Heart Foundation 01252 888630

Any item that contains aluminium, copper, 
brass, lead, stainless steel, gold or silver 
can go to Metal 4 Uganda. It can be dropped 
off at Alton Maltings; for larger items call 
John on 07970 540 961 – but no fridges or 
freezers please.

Clothing, shoes, jewellery and books

Alton is renowned for the quality of its 
charity shops, so donate! Oxfam even has a 
designated ragbag for clothing beyond reuse, 
but the buttons can be cut off and donated 
(see below).

If you want some return, either for the charity 
of your choice or yourself, learn to use eBay.

Is it cashmere?  Check out www.turtle-doves.
co.uk, who make products from recycled 
cashmere and will show their appreciation 
for receiving your off-casts with a free snood 
or fingerless gloves – that is, if you’re not 
making your own!

School uniforms are appreciated by the 
Food Bank, to be reused in the town.

Are you a knitter or do you sew?

Left over, unused or unpicked wool can be 
donated to Knitters Anonymous – just leave 
it on the back pew at All Saints Church. They 
knit for the homeless, premature babies and 
refugees.

Buttons and haberdashery items? They 
too can be added to Twiddle Muffs, knitted 
by Knitters Anonymous, for those with 
dementia, but charity shops also accept 
haberdashery, crafts and sewing fabric, so 
donate. Gift-aiding your items makes them 
worth even more!

Kitchen items

Donate to charity shops, especially in late 
summer when students are furnishing new 
accommodation in university towns. 

Store cupboard items can be donated to 
the Food Bank via collection points at the 
Maltings and in Sainsbury’s, as long as they 
are within the sell-by date, and extra produce 
from the garden can be given to Alton’s 
new Community Cupboard – contact Alton 
Climate Action & Network via the Community 
Centre for details.

Garden items

I buy all my garden pots and containers 
from Alton’s Waste Disposal site (the dump) 
but of course you can also donate there. 
Do remember to register your car online. 
Unwanted tools will be accepted by Metal 4 
Uganda. Remember that plants benefit from 
splitting at this time of year, so share your 
treasures with friends. 

After the spring clean, all that remains 
in your home 
will be there 
because it’s 
either useful 
or beautiful, 
as William Morris 
decreed. And isn’t that 
clear-out liberating?!
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Dates for your diary 
1. Alton’s Spring Litter Pick, organised by the Alton Society. Meet at the Old 

Post Office in the High Street at 10am. We aim to finish by 12 noon. Litter 
pickers and high-viz jackets will be provided, but please bring your own 
gloves. Children must be supervised.

2. Alton’s Regency Day (start of Regency Week).

3. Also – Alton Community Fayre 10am–3pm in the Public Gardens. The 
Society will have a stall at the Fayre, so if you can help call 01420 83570.

4. Alton’s first Eco-Fair (again we will have a stall at this 
event and need volunteers, please call the number above).

5. Alton’s Autumn Litter Pick. Same details apply as under 1 above.

6. Alton Society Annual General Meeting 10.30am to 12noon.

7. The Yuletide Festival – we have a stall at this event and will need help. 
Give us a ring nearer the time. 
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Flood Meadows and the Pocket Parks Initiative
by Brian Good, Leader, Natural Environment Group

What has been happening over the winter months?
In the Autumn 2019 edition of Alton Now 
we looked at what had been going on in the 
Flood Meadows over the late summer / early 
autumn, and the measures that had been 
undertaken to further enhance this beautiful 
corner of our town.  Quite a lot has happened 
since, and this seems a good opportunity to 
catch up with events over the winter months.

First of all, there has been an awful lot of 
rain lately!  This means that the River Wey 
has a great deal of water in it at present.  
The riverside path towards the Tanhouse 
Lane end of the Flood Meadows is currently 
flooded, and it is likely that we are going to 
need to carry out some repair work when the 
water level goes down again.  Apart from this, 
it all looks rather beautiful.

The money allocated by central government last 
year for the Pocket Parks scheme has now all 
been spent, and the results are there for everyone 
to see.  The dipping platform on the large pond 
was finished before the winter set in, and the 
comments and remarks from passing mums, 
dads, grandparents, dog walkers and other 
curious passers-by have been overwhelmingly 
positive.   If you have not yet done so, just try 
walking out to the end of the platform and 
spending a few minutes looking around.  It is a 
wonderfully serene and peaceful environment, 
and you can see so much more than you can 
from the bankside path.   

The Lenten Street Bridge was re-modelled 
in February, and in place of the old functional 
concrete platform with industrial-looking 
metal rails and meshing, we now have a 
suitably rustic structure with beautifully 
carved oak bollards, a non-slip surface, 
some nice wooden railings and a very ornate 
entrance arch so that anybody entering the 
area for the first time can be left in no doubt 
about where they are!

Further upstream, the area around the old 
Horse Chestnut tree with its two carved 
wooden benches and the (hopefully) wild 
flower seed beds is currently awaiting the 
onset of the growing season so that bit can be 
seen, and used, in all its glory.

All of this is closely associated with the Amery 
Hill Residents Association and Alton Town 
Council, so we, as the Alton Society, can’t 

take much credit for it directly, although we 
were pretty closely involved in the planning 
and design stages.  Our role as the council’s 
unpaid volunteer labour force has been 
to clear away, and keep clear, the areas 
immediately around the work sites.  For 
instance, in January we were busy trimming 
and clearing vegetation on the banks adjacent 
to the dipping platform.  In February, along 
with several other willing volunteers, I was 
standing in the river upstream from the 
bridge clearing vegetation from the banks and 
reinforcing the berms.  You might remember 
that these were put in place a couple of 
years ago to help promote wildlife diversity 
by making it more like a river and less like 
a drainage ditch.  At the time of writing, 
the plan for March is to spread a further 2 
or 3 tonnes of topsoil on the bankside area 
immediately next to the Lenten Street bridge 
to give the area a more natural profile, and 
to make good the (not unexpected) slumping 
that has occurred over the winter months as 
everything settled in.  The hydro-seeding that 
took place in October seems to have taken off 
very nicely indeed, and by the time that you 
get to read this article, it should all look very 
green and pleasant indeed.  A far cry from the 
mass of concrete, bricks and stinging nettles 
that dominated the area 12 months ago!

In case you are wondering, the contribution 
that we made with our unpaid labour 
force has been costed out as being worth 
approximately £7,000.  To put it another 
way, the project simply could not have 
been carried out without us, as the money 
to pay contractors just wasn’t there.

As you probably know, we carry out our 
“Friends of the Flood Meadows” working 
party sessions every month, usually on the 
third Sunday morning of each month, from 
10.00am to 12.00noon.  We meet just inside 
the Tanhouse Lane entrance to the Meadows.  
Please feel free to come along and say “hello”, 
and possibly even lend us a hand picking up 
litter, or cutting down a few weeds, or any of 
the many other little acts of good citizenship 
that all go to make this little corner of Alton 
so special.  Who knows, you might even enjoy 
yourself in the process and become one of 
our regulars... 
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That’s quite enough words from me.  Here are 
a few pictures to tell you more of the story:

1 December 2019: Cutting back vegetation 
and repairing berms up stream of the 
Lenten Street Bridge.

2 December 2019: The traditional end-of-
session coffee and biscuits (and, as it was 
nearly Christmas, mulled wine and mince 
pies too).

3 January 2020: Enhancing the area 
around the new Dipping Platform.

4 February 2020: The new-look Lenten 
Street Bridge, complete with sculpted oak 
bollards.  Very nice! 

5 February 2020: Another view of the 
new-look Lenten Street Bridge, with the 
extensively re-modelled section of the 
river bank shown in the foreground.  This 
section of bank was due to have more 
topsoil added in March to make up for 
the inevitable subsidence as everything 
settled down over the winter. 

6 February 2020: Removing the early 
growth of Fool’s Watercress before 
the nesting / spawning season gets 
underway, to prevent the ponds and 
waterways from becoming choked up. 

1

2

3

4

5

6
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VOX POP – Sarah Broadbent
Interviewed by Martyn Dell

I first came to Alton in 1976. I 
had been teaching in a Service 
School in Germany and applied 
for jobs in the South of England.  
The post of Deputy Head at Alton 

Infants was the only interview I got 
so it was very lucky that they offered 

me the job!

I bought my first house here on the 
Greenfields Estate and lived there for nearly 
seven years. By this time, I had become 
headteacher of an infant school in Bordon 
but I remained living in Alton.

I once heard one of my schoolchildren say “I 
like living in Alton because when you stand 
in the middle you can see all the edges.” 
That is not quite the case these days but the 
ambience of the town continues to be very 
friendly and it is unusual to walk into the 
town without meeting people you know. I 
now live on the other side of Alton and make 
a point of walking down and up the hill most 
days so I remain pretty fit.

I go to St Lawrence Church and very much 
enjoy singing in the choir. All the Christians 
in Alton work well together and I have made 
good friends volunteering in the Foodbank, 
serving coffee in the Tuesday Fairtrade Coffee 
morning and from my time as governor at St 
Lawrence CE Primary School. We are very 
blessed in Alton that all the schools are 
really good. Although no longer a governor, 
I am part of a group that go into the primary 
schools to act out bible stories so I still see 
the schools in action and am full of praise for 
the high standards and care in all of them. 

I also lead a great team which runs ‘Teddies’.  
This is a group for preschool children and 
their parents/grandparents/carers held in 
St Lawrence Church every Monday morning 
for an hour. The children play and there is 
always an art activity, the adults chat and 
drink coffee and then we have a story and 
sing songs. It is an incredibly friendly and 
inclusive group and everyone feels very ‘at 
home’ in the church. The session ends with 
bubbles and hunting for cardboard teddies 
around the church. It is lovely for me to have 
such regular contact with younger people in 
the community – yet more people to meet in 
the town.

The Alton Society is a fantastic group of 
people who work very hard to encourage us 
all, including elected members, to look after 
our heritage – whether it be through litter 
picking, influencing planning applications, 
encouraging individuals who work so hard to 
improve conditions for the most vulnerable 
people in our town, climate change initiatives, 
Alton Local Food Initiative and so much more.

Friends of mine who come to visit have enjoyed 
being part of the Jane Austen Regency Week, 
Santa Run and Yuletide festival, as well as 
visiting the Allen Gallery and Curtis Museum, 
the incredibly well-maintained town park 
and a wonderful selection of charity shops. 
They have also enjoyed concerts, Proms in 
the Park, live plays and musicals, good food 
and a wealth of places to drink coffee.

I have just worked out that I have lived here 
for 44 years and I think it is unlikely that I 
will ever move! 
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Tune in for updates on
Wey Valley Radio 101.1 FM
Don’t forget to tune in to WVR 101.1 FM, our local 
community radio station. The Alton Society has 
a regular slot every Tuesday at 10am where we 
discuss current issues in the town, and elsewhere. 

Chawton Subway Project
by Bob Booker

Having been appointed as a steward at the 
Jane Austen’s House Museum I often walk 
from Alton to Chawton via the pedestrian 
subway at the end of the old Winchester Road: 
the same route that visitors would use having 
arrived at Alton station and taken a bus to the 
Butts before walking into Chawton village.
Whilst the subway was quite clean and bright, 
it was boring! I thought it could be improved 
if something was done with the walls. I had 
seen subway murals in Basingstoke and 
Southampton, so the germ of an idea grew. 
I visited other sites and was struck by the 
ingenuity of decorating subway walls, and 
was pleased to see they did not appear to 
suffer vandalism. 
I put the idea to the Town Team of that time 
led by Town Manager Julie McLatch. The 
group was enthusiastic, so Julie went off 
to find out about costs and funding. As the 
subway is County Council’s responsibility, 
they insisted they would want to do the work. 
This was agreed and a budget set. Funding 
was obtained from Councillors’ grants, 
private donations and relevant organisations. 

The Jane Austen’s House Museum, Chawton 
House and the Alton Society all pledged 
support, as well as private individuals. It was 
clear that the project could be achieved, so 
designs were worked on, using quotes from 
Jane Austen and her novels. 
What began in 2017 seemed to take forever to 
pull together until finally, in 2019, the panels 
were put up and the work completed. All of 
those involved were gathered together for an 
official opening on 22 October 2019. Everyone 
who has seen the panels has been pleased 
with the final result, and already a number 
of visitors to Chawton have commented on 
them. A job well done!
If you haven’t yet seen the panels, do go along 
and have a look.

Litter 
by Peter Desmond-Thomas

Litter everywhere
Clearly many don’t care. 
Disposable cup or crisp packet cast down 
In the centre of the town. 
This is an attitude of ingratitude. 
Even where bins are provided 
Litter is carelessly discarded. 
So it falls to us all
To clear up after each such fool. 
Please try to keep your neighbourhood tidy 
If we collectively care at all. 

Remember ... every litter hurts.
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How can we convert the Petrolheads?
by Bob Booker

We have a climate emergency. The world is 
struggling with ways to tackle it and it seems 
at times there is little you and I can do to fix 
the problem. However, this is not the case; 
many of us are already trying to change our 
lifestyles to help in any ways we can. Friends 
often say to me, well what can we do, when 
the likes of China, India and USA seem to 
be doing little and yet cause the most CO

2 
emissions? We must remember that China 
has more PV installations than any other 
country and California (which is the size of 
many countries) is leading by example with 
its introduction of clean energy. 

How are we doing? There has been a big 
effort to reduce the use of single-use plastic, 
tackling waste and pollution. The plastic bag 
tax has led to a tangible reduction in those 
bags ending up as litter. Our litter picks have 
made a difference in Alton and we can tell 
how the ‘bag charge’ has led to fewer bags 
being dumped by users. 

One of the biggest issues in the future will be 
how we travel from A to B. Motor transport 
is a major polluter and is poisoning us, 
especially our children. I reckon in years to 
come scientists will find a link between rising 
cancer rates and our polluted atmosphere 
as they did with cigarettes and lung cancer. 
Many of us are trying to rediscover the use 
of our legs and walking to local destinations. 
There has been a long-overdue rise in cycle 
use. The popularity of electric bicycles has 
meant more elderly users are rediscovering 
the joy of cycling. This makes cycling easier 
whilst helping keeping people healthy. But 
what about petrol and diesel cars? 

This is a tough one, and the UK has an end 
date of 2050 for the building of ICE (internal 
combustion engine) cars. In my view this is not 
soon enough, and we should be encouraging 
the use of clean fuels for cars now. Electric 
vehicles (EVs) are available and becoming 
more popular. I took the plunge in April 
2018 by leasing a new Nissan Leaf (a 5-door 
family car, model Tekna 40kw). I have never 
regretted the move to an EV. It does need a 
change in your driving habits and requires 
more planning if you are going on longer 
journeys but that is not insurmountable. 
What will happen to the petrolheads, 
though? I have friends and relatives who find 
it difficult to embrace such a radical change 
and will give various reasons for not grasping 
the inevitable. 

In their view, we should wait for the hydrogen 
car. This is not possible and any hydrogen 
engine converts its energy into electricity for 
the car. How is that different to a genuine 
EV? What about the price? This is a genuine 
barrier for many, but it is changing even as 
you read this article. There are some grants 
available but the current government have 
cut these back due to the popularity of the 
schemes. Many models are on a par with ICE 
vehicles and the rise in SUVs has happened 
despite the costs being higher than a modest 
EV. Secondhand EVs are holding their value, 
unlike ICE vehicles.

The charging of the battery causes some 
worry but public chargers are increasing 
and will become easier to use. Journeys I 
have made with charging at some points 
have been from Alton to Wales, Oxford, Kent 
and the Midlands. My range is 160 miles in 
the summer and 140 in winter. Most of my 
journeys do not need a charge at all and I 
do have a home charger, which uses cheap 
rates of electricity in the early hours of the 
morning. I reckon I pay about 4p per mile.

What about the rise in the use of electricity? 
Most people are not aware that our personal 
use has decreased compared to ten years ago. 
Plus the percentage of clean energy being 
used continues to rise. All houses should 
now be built with a battery storage capacity 
such as the Tesla Powerwall to store home-
produced electricity from PV solar panels. 
This can boost personal and district capacity 
to meet demand. We should be doing this 
now, as well as insisting all new buildings 
should have zero carbon emissions. 

My petrolhead friends may nod in agreement 
but I can’t help feeling that, for them, the 
clincher is the lack of the ‘vroom vroom’ noise 
from a throaty ICE engine… I’ve no idea how to 
solve that one! 
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The Alton Society – Membership Application
I/we wish to become member(s) of the Alton Society

Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Second person at the same address (if desired*)

Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Address .............................................................................................................................................  Postcode ...........................

Telephone ......................................................... Email ...................................................................................................................
 (*A second person named at the same address becomes a full member of the Society for no additional subscription.)

The annual subscription of £12.50 is due on October 1st each year. You can use a bank transfer to our bank (details below) 
or return this form with your cheque or standing order mandate (see below) to:  

Bob Booker (Membership Officer), 76 Victoria Road, Alton GU34 2DE    e-mail: thealtonsociety@gmail.com
Your details will be held on computer.  By signing this form you consent to allow us to contact you by post, email and tele-
phone (occasionally), to further the objectives of the Society. These can be found on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk

Signed .......................................................................................... Date ........................................................................

STANDING ORDER MANDATE

To The Manager,  .................................................................................................... Bank plc

Address ................................................................................................................................... Postcode  .............................

I, .............................................................................................................  (full name) 
request you pay to The Alton Society, Account No. 00026566 at TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty 
Pence (£12.50) every year until further notice, starting on 1st October 20..... (please complete year).

My Account Number  .................................................................... Sort Code ................................................................

Signed .......................................................................................... Date ........................................................................

         Gift Aid  Please tick (✓) if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.

 Registered Charity No. 1077729

	  

Tony Cole Photography
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Committee members

Design and printed by TreloarPrint at Treloar College      print@treloar.org.uk    or    01420 547424

Space for personalised label
for hand-delivered copy.

Gill Cooper (Treasurer) 07791 737561
Carol Palmer 07763 342045
Louise Parker 07966 450054
Rob Smith (Minutes Secretary) 
Simon Stoodley 84758
Penny Webster-Brown 84928

David Simpkins (Chairman) 83799
Bob Booker (Vice Chairman, Membership & 
Events)      83570 or  mobile 07968 192323 
Tony Cohen 82026
Rod Eckles 83539 
Michael Fawcett 89341
Brian Good 542819

This edition of the newsletter has been edited by Donna Wood

Join the Alton Society now – have a say and a role in the future of our town.
Use the form on the previous page or check out our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
	  

Duckling at Kings Pond by Tony Cole Photography


