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We are delighted to announce that Martin Gibbs 
has won this year’s award for Outstanding 
Services to Alton. 

The award is given to an individual who has 
worked hard to make a difference in our 
Town through work or voluntary activity. It 
will often be through both. A special panel 
is set up by the Alton Society to decide on 
a winner from those nominated. The panel 
includes members of the Society, members 
of the community, the Town Mayor or deputy 
and the former winner of the award. 

The individual must be shown to have 
worked in a manner that supports the aims 
and objectives of the Society. Go to www.
altonsociety.org.uk for more details.

Martin Gibbs is 68 years old, married with 
two grown up daughters. He came with his 
wife Sandra to live in Alton in 1971. Their 
home is on the Greenfields Estate. He is the 
first to acknowledge that his wife has been a 
great support in his work.

Martin took over the running of the Alton 
Society’s Flood Meadows Working Party in 
2007 and has been in charge ever since. 
This involves organising the Sunday morning 
voluntary group who work in the meadows 
to help keep them in excellent condition. 
The Group recently changed their name to 
Friends of Flood Meadows. There are usually 
10 to 20 volunteers and include all ages. 
Martin ensures they receive tasks that are 
achievable, given the diversity of skills on 
offer. This can include repairing footpaths, 
clearing litter, maintaining the river and 

ponds by taking out unwanted vegetation. 
The work provides both a physical and mental 
element. This helps the wellbeing of the 
participants while benefiting the community. 
The Town Council ground staff do a great job 
in looking after the meadows and the work of 
the Friends is the icing on the cake!

Members of the Friends of Flood Meadows 
have all said that Martin is friendly, welcoming 
and that nothing is too much trouble. 
Volunteers have included those taking part 
in the National Citizenship Scheme, local 
firms, scouts and other local groups. 

Martin is now retired but is determined to 
keep up this work. 

When told about the award he said, “I was 
really surprised to have been nominated let 
alone winning this award. Given the pedigree 
of past winners I am really humbled to have 
been chosen”

Martin Gibbs wins
Outstanding Services to Alton Award for 2019
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Chairman’s Corner

Agenda for Annual General Meeting – 2019
Date: 10:30 am on Saturday, 16th November 2019

Venue: Alton House Hotel
Welcome and Presentations including – 
  - Presentation of individual award to Martin Gibbs.
  - Presentation of Ambrose award - Not awarded.
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Approval of minutes of 2018 AGM.
3. Matters arising.
4. Management committee reports 4.1. Reports to members 2019.
     4.2. Treasurer’s report.
5. Adoption of annual accounts.
6. Election of officers and committee.
    Nominations received:  Chairman – David Simpkins  Vice Chairman – Bob Booker
    Secretary – Vacant   Treasurer – To be announced
	 	 	 	 Membership	Officer	–	Bob	Booker

Individuals standing for re-election to the committee are – Brian Good, Louise Parker, Rod Eckles, 
Penny Webster-Brown, Tony Cohen, Simon Stoodley, Carole Palmer, Michael Fawcett, Nicky Branch 
and Barbara Burfoot.
Individuals standing for election – None

7.  Previously notified business. 
Guest Speaker – David Gray – “The future of Housing”
David Gray is an Architect who has dealt with the design and building of Low Carbon Housing. David is 
a member of the Chartered Institute of Building and has been a Board Level Director with some National 
House Builders. He is a member of HAB Housing.
CLOSE 12.30pm

The minutes from the 2018 AGM can be found on our website: www.altonsociety.org.uk

How time flies! This is the 
last of my Chairman’s 
Corner notes after three 
years in the position. I 
got off to a bad start in 
2016 with a hip operation 
followed quickly by a 
nasty form of lymphoma. 
Thanks to our excellent 

local NHS, and much support from my 
colleagues, I’m still going (fairly) strong! Being 
Chairman has kept the grey matter alert and 
exercised, and has provided an enjoyable and 
challenging distraction.

Looking back, I’m proud to have been 
Chairman of such a venerable institution 
which has done so much over the last 40 
years – and has tried so hard – to make Alton 
as attractive as it is now to residents and 
visitors. Nevertheless I feel frustrated that so 
much more could have been, and could now 
be done, if only there were a better balance 
between quality and quantity/profit. We now 
see our old market town, in its natural bowl, 

smothered by second-rate, characterless 
estates built over the surrounding hillsides. 
New developments are badly needed but, oh, 
they could so much better designed. There 
may be a glimmer of light in the Government’s 
new “build beautiful“ National Design Code. 
I only hope that this will encourage planning 
authorities to seek expert advice on good 
design, and then have the courage to enforce 
it on (probably) reluctant developers.

Another keen concern of the Society is energy 
efficiency and the link to climate change. I’m 
no supporter of the more extreme views or 
actions of Extinction Rebellion, but I do think 
EHDC should be more robust in requiring 
improvements in the design of the thousands 
of new buildings still to be completed within 
its new Local Plan. To end on this theme, 
I would like to see all new private gardens 
planted with at least one tree, and all estates’ 
roads planted on both sides with trees at 20-
30 metre intervals. And EHDC could use a 
drone to enforce this! 

Nicky Branch
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Readers will be aware of our continuing 
campaign for a higher quality of building 
design, and given where we are it should 
be no surprise that, once again, we have 
decided not to present a John Ambrose 
Award this year (see our last edition). This 
award is named in honour of the first 
Chairman of the Society, and recognises 
“excellence in one or more projects relating 
to building, conservation, landscaping, or 
other environmental improvement that have 
enhanced the visual quality and/or the 
amenities of the Alton area”.

Such is the state of new building in and 
around Alton that we think ‘lowering the bar’ 
would risk devaluing the award. In housing 
design in particular, we only have to look 
at the cramped Miller Homes development 
in the Anstey Road and its woeful lack of 
recreational space, the Borovere Farm plans 
for standard ‘off-the-shelf’ suburban houses 
– totally out of context with their location, 
and the dense row of urban streets along 
the frontage of Redrow’s Will Hall Farm 
development – an important gateway location 
on the edge of the town, to appreciate the 
dilemma we have.  

Above all, we must resist the standard ‘any 
town’ house types that developers promote, 
instead of using a proper analysis of context 
and character, to provide well designed 
contemporary housing to meet the needs 
of the future, and to enhance our town’s 
character and setting. Importantly, we are 
failing to build houses for the future. The 
newly declared climate emergency, if it is to 
mean anything, should be demanding much 
higher building standards in terms of fabric, 
insulation, and renewable energy provision. 

There are also real opportunities to improve 
the public realm of our town, by improving 
the setting of the River Wey, by changing 
the focus of large spaces from car parks to 
attractive public spaces that allow a mix of 
people, cars, buildings and landscape. Too 
many of the public spaces are just known as 
‘car parks’, despite often being the first point 
of entry into the town, and the river seems 
largely forgotten as it runs through the town. 

But there are glimmers of hope, both at 
national and district level:  

• There is a growing realisation that we must 

do better. The government’s new ‘Building 
Better, Building Beautiful Commission’ 
has been initiated to promote higher 
quality design, and (crucially) to ensure 
new housing developments meet the 
needs and expectations of communities. 
See  https://www.gov.uk/government/
groups/building-better-building-beautiful-
commission.

• This year’s RIBA Stirling Prize to the UK’s 
best building went to a much acclaimed 
terrace of social housing in Norwich – an 
example of modern innovative design.  These 
extremely energy 
efficient homes 
have generous 
private and shared 
space, with parking 
pushed to the 
street’s outer edges, 
making sure that 
‘people, not cars, 
own the streets’. 
When a resident 
was asked how 
much she needed 
the heating on she 
replied, “just twice 
this year”.

• At a local level, EHDC’s recent consultation 
on the new draft Local Plan has given us a 
real opportunity to state the case for more 
attractive sustainable design, and we – 
together with Energy Alton – have submitted 
a set of clear aims and aspirations to the 
planners as a basis for making much more 
rigorous demands of developers in the way 
they design new buildings. 

• Finally the government’s new Future Homes 
Strategy (see separate article) seems to offer 
real hope. 

But we have to remain vigilant. We need the 
engagement of all members when we see the 
threat of inappropriate plans being imposed 
on us. There really does seem to be increasing 
efforts at government levels to ensure that 
‘quality of design’ is added to ‘presumption 
in favour of development’ – and so we and 
fellow-members of Civic Voice will give our 
wholehearted and practical support to the 
above initiatives.

Housing Design: Dare we hope for better?
by Rod Eckles and Mark Penfold
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Have you visited the Flood Meadows recently? 
If so, have you noticed all the work that has 
been going on around the Lenten Street 
Bridge entrance? Many people have, and 
we have had some interesting conversations 
with passers-by while working there. In case 
you have missed it all this should bring you 
up to speed. 

The Alton Society’s work to safeguard the 
natural environment in our wonderful town 
sometimes tends to get forgotten amid all the 
high profile discussion related to housing, 
roads, the High Street, and all the other stuff 
that sells newspapers.

Behind the scenes, plenty is done by our tree 
warden, Jim Dickinson who ensures that 
wise and practicable advice is given. This is 
available to the Alton Society (and individual 
members) plus to Alton Town Council. Apart 
from this, much of the Society’s efforts related 
to the natural environment are concentrated 
on the “Friends of Flood Meadows” working 
parties which generally take place on a 
monthly basis on the third Sunday morning 
of each month.

Throughout the past year we have been 
carrying out our usual range of activities 
at these events, maintaining the paths and 
the ecologically fragile environment along 
and around the river bank and the former 
watercress beds, as well as generally keeping 
the area tidy and (as far as possible) litter-
free.

Efforts have increasingly been focused on 
working in ever-closer partnership with Alton 

Town Council and Amery Hill Residents’ 
Association to improve the Flood Meadows 
in general and the immediate environment 
of the Lenten Street entrance in particular. 
Now, in 2019, all that hard work is beginning 
to pay off, but we had to wait until the upper 
stretches of the river had dried up. (This is 
part of the natural cycle of winterbourne 
rivers, and nothing to worry about – the water 
will be coming back quite soon now!) 

In the spring Martin Gibbs and I, together 
with Charles Kaye from Amery Hill Residents’ 
Association, visited Romsey War Memorial Park 
to see for ourselves how a badly eroded river bank 
had been restored and re-planted with native 
species planting to produce a safe, secure and 
“natural”-looking environment alongside the 
fast-flowing river Test. We were very impressed – 
it looked great, and if the solution worked there 
it was sure to work equally well, if not better, 
beside our own intermittently-flowing upper 
reaches of the River Wey. 

By July 2019, the river had dried up, and 
work could begin. The first stage involved 
installing a temporary fence of wooden 
posts, wire mesh and fine membrane to hold 
back approximately 12 metric tonnes of 
topsoil to re-model the heavily-eroded river 
bank immediately downstream from the 
bridge. That’s an awful lot of toil, sweat and 
shovelling, and it took us until the end of 
September to get it done. In October we filled 
approximately 200 “vegetative sacks” (rather 
like giant sandbags) with a further 5 tonnes 
of topsoil and laid them in a wall along the 
new temporary fence. We continued the line 

What’s on your mind? Share your insights on problems 
and solutions within our community, or give us some 
feedback. Letters will be edited for content and 

clarity. All letters must have the writer’s name. You 
may send your letters to: thealtonsociety@gmail.com 

or 76 Victoria Road, Alton, GU34 2DE

The Editor received no letters for this edition.  Obviously everyone is busy doing other things, 
but please do take the time to raise an issue, make your point, pass on useful information, 
be positive about something!  Don’t be bashful!

Alton’s Natural Environment
What exactly IS happening in the Flood Meadows?
by Brian Good, Leader, Natural Environment Group
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right up to the bridge itself, concealing much 
of the existing rather ugly and functional 
brick-and-concrete wall that had been there 
as long as anybody could remember, and 
which harks back to the days when this was 
all farmland, and cattle used to come down 
to the river to drink at this spot. By the time 
you get to read this, the sacks should have 
been “hydroseeded”, to impregnate them with 
an appropriate selection of native wildflower 
species, and then we will have to wait until 
the spring to see what it all looks like when 
the growing season takes off. 

While all this is coming to completion, as 
a separate part of the project, Amery Hill 
Residents’ Association are working on a plan 
to beautify the bridge itself, with new railings 
(similar to those along the riverside walk 
beside Costa Coffee in the High Street) and 
a suitably grand entrance arch. This part is 
still at the design stage, and it is not directly 
within the Alton Society’s remit.

Separately, a new “dipping platform” is being 
constructed by specialist contractors in the 
deepest of the ponds a little way downstream 
from the bridge to enable local schoolchildren, 
and others, to get closer to nature without 
falling in.

In case you are wondering where all the money 
is coming from to pay for all this, there is a 
specific central government grant. This must 
be spent by 31 March 2020. By providing a 
considerable amount of volunteer labour input, 
the Alton Society is helping the money to go a 
lot further than it would have done if specialist 
contractors had been used throughout.

That’s an awful lot of words, but if you have 
managed to keep with the story so far, you might 
find the following picture gallery helpful …

May 2019: The re-built river bank in Romsey, 
earlier this year. We were very impressed!

August 2019: The temporary fence is erected

September 2019: The topsoil – a lot of it – is 
poured and shovelled into place 

October 2019: The vegetative sacks are placed 
along the line of the re-modelled bank

October 2019: The line of sacks is continued 
right up to the bridge
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A Year in the Life of the Community Group
by Bob Booker

Being a member of the Alton Society’s newest 
group may sound a bit dry, but far from it! 
This year has proved that the foresight of the 
main committee in setting up this group was 
a masterstroke. At present the group has five 
members with the remit of tackling matters 
that relate to the community in Alton. The main 
task has been to deal with grant applications 
from other organisations that have similar 
charitable objectives as the Society. Grants 
can be applied for up to a maximum of £250 
per application. It is possible to go higher in 
very special circumstances.

You may ask how are we are able to do this? 
A generous legacy from Altonian Ray Porter 
means we have a capital sum available to the 
Society. This has been used to further our 
aims, and giving grants is one of them.

Groups that have benefited are “Walk Alton” 
(who organise the Town’s Annual Walking 
festival in May with help from the Town 
Council), Alton’s Community Bus Project 
(providing a much needed bus service 
from Alton’s outer suburbs to the Town on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays) and the Friends of 
Alton Hospital’s Pike Courtyard project. Other 
applications are pending. There is a formal 
process of the application and organisations 
can download the form from our website 
www.altonsociety.org.uk click on “About Us” 
then on “Grant Applications”. If you are not 
too sure if you or your group qualifies then 
contact the lead member on the group Bob 
Booker (telephone number at the end of this 
Newsletter).

The Community Group is responsible 
for organising the Town’s Litter Picks. 
This has been done for many years on an 
annual basis, but it was decided to be more 
ambitious and have two a year, one in the 
Spring and the other in the Autumn. It has 
proved to be very popular. Ever since David 
Attenborough’s iconic Blue Planet series 
highlighted the problems caused by litter 
to our environment and other species, plus 
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall’s series about 

where our rubbish goes and its effects on 
others, there has been a change in people’s 
behaviour. The charge for plastic bags in 
shops has made a considerable difference 
to our attitude towards single-use bags, and 
the anticipated returnable bottle, cans and 
cartons scheme will, we hope, have a similar 
effect. The main problem in Alton is cigarette 
butts. Some smokers still find it difficult to 
accept that this is litter and dangerous to the 
environment. Over the years we have seen 
fewer and fewer plastic bags dumped in Alton 
but at present it’s cans, bottles and cigarette 
butts that are top of our list! We have been 
able to designate local litter hotspots and 
have actively targeted these with advice. If 
that doesn’t work, we get in touch with the 
District Council’s enforcement officers to 
deal with the culprits. 

The community group are involved with 
“Alton Matters” and the “Alton Adopt a 
Station” organisations. We take part in Alton 
Matters projects to enhance the Town Centre, 
ensuring it remains and improves as a lovely 
destination for visitors and Altonians. The 
Adopt a Station group is new. Its aims are to 
make Alton Station a pleasant place to come 
to before exploring the town. We want more 
planters and maybe posters promoting local 
events and places, such as our museums.

We have taken up the mantle of trying to 
persuade local councils that Alton should 
have street decorations and banners across 
the High Street on special occasions. We 
always used to do this. Our High Street would 
benefit from this: raising the awareness of 
how vibrant and interesting our town is, with 
a colourful history and future.

Given we only have four to five meetings a 
year you can see how active we are and that 
is the key. We set our aims and then get on 
with the work. If you are interested in joining 
us please get in touch! 

Contact thealtonsociety@gmail.com or speak 
to any committee member.
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Joining Civic Voice
by Carol Palmer

As you may well know the Alton Society made 
the decision in the summer to join 262 other 
Civic Societies in becoming a member of Civic 
Voice [CV], the umbrella charity for the Civic 
Movement in England. Griff Rhys-Jones OBE 
is its President. CV gives the Civic Movement 
a National Voice. Its main aims are to make 
places more attractive, enjoyable, distinctive, 
and to promote civic pride. It represents 
76,000 people. 

Here are some of the reasons why we’ve 
joined: 

• For the value of the authority, recognition, 
status and PR opportunities deriving from 
being part of a national organisation that 
promotes the principles we stand for. We 
can now use the CV logo in our publicity.

• To be aware of and contribute to the 
national conversation in the Civic 
Movement. We recently met with Ian 
Harvey CV CEO, and local Civic Societies in 
Petersfield, to hear (amongst other things) 
about CV initiatives; discuss the Building 
Better Building Beautiful Commission’s 
work (BBBBC*); discuss local issues e.g. 
how councils’ requirement to self-fund 
Planning Appeals may affect their decision-
making – we asked CV to conduct research 
on Members’ views about this. 

• To contribute to surveys and research: 
e.g. CV’s “Building Better” online survey: 
results were included in BBBBC’s interim 
report. Examples of issues covered: how 
the current planning process locks people 
into confrontational views; no constructive 
dialogue; citizen involvement coming too 
late in the process to effect anything more 
than a small adjustment. 

• To be involved in/aware of CV campaigns 
and discussions for example: should Civic 
Societies have a more formal role in the 
Planning System; and the Historic High 
Street campaign.

• To be aware of government initiatives and 
research e.g. the National Housing Design 
Audit which will report this Autumn, and 
is supported by CV among others.

*BBBBC is an independent body that is 
advising government on how to promote and 
increase the use of high-quality design for new 
build homes and neighbourhoods with the aim 
of making them more likely to be welcomed, 
rather than resisted, by existing communities. 
It reports in December 2019.

Although CV is administratively a small 
outfit, it champions important principles 
for the movement and brings these to 
national attention via Press Releases and 
government lobbying via the All Party 
Parliamentary Group for Civic Societies 
(CV research has been included in the 
Government’s “Community Engagement in 
Placemaking” initiative). As you may know, 
EHDC launched a Placemaking Strategy in 
September this year. We will be commenting 
on this. 

Nationally CV builds partnerships (they’re 
a member of the Heritage Alliance https://
www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/). Locally 
they engage with Societies, giving support 
and advice and helping with campaigns. 
Annually in Birmingham they hold a National 
Convention, promote a National Civic Day 
(societies use it to celebrate a building or area 
local to them) and hold the CV Design Awards, 
where a society can nominate a building, and 
send out a newsletter every two weeks. If you 
would be interested in receiving this please 
contact carolannpalmer@btinternet.com.

It’s worth having a look at their website 
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/ to learn more, 
and read their Press Releases. This is in the 
process of being replaced and updated.

Our website has more information on all the work our Groups are doing.

Go to www.altonsociety.org.uk for further information.

Get in touch!    thealtonsociety@gmail.com 
or check our website for more information, updates, and more: 

www.altonsociety.org.uk 
Did you know we are also on Facebook and Twitter? 

Have a look and give us a like! 
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CALA Homes and the Brewery Site 
by Rod Eckles

Following the report in our summer edition, 
the publication of CALA Homes’ application 
has confirmed our worst fears. The plans 
include none of our main aspirations for the 
site: a meaningful, accessible and peaceful 
riverside park around an extended Wey Walk, 
a community facility on the site (or cash 
equivalent), or a hotel to encourage tourism.

Given where we are, the strategy we have 
adopted is to focus on a small number 
of improvements to the layout which we 

hope should be acceptable to the planners 
and CALA alike, since they could make a 
huge difference to the attractiveness of this 
crucially important site, to the benefit of 
residents and prospective home-owners.  

This annotated layout (below) indicates just 
seven key improvements we would like to 
see. At the time of writing we have submitted 
these suggestions to EHDC, and await a 
response. We also hope to discuss them with 
CALA direct.

Our 7-point Improvement Plan

For further explanation, go to https://altonsociety.wordpress.com/planning/coors-brewery-
site/ and scroll down to LATEST NEWS.

Other planning topics:
Large Sites Consultation (Local Plan 
Review)

As expected, this has attracted a huge 
amount of interest, largely because of the 
potential impact of two large sites close to 
Alton – Neatham Down and Chawton Park 
Farm, to which we are vehemently opposed. 
To read our full response, go to the Local 
Plan page in our website Planning menu:  
https://wordpress.com/page/altonsociety.
wordpress.com/829 

Magistrates Court
McCarthy and Stone’s exhibition of their plans 
on the 18th September was disappointing in 

many respects. Whilst we are relieved at the 
prospect of this site being redeveloped after 
so many years lying derelict and the number 
of apartments being reduced from 57 to 43 
compared with the previous application, what 
concerns us is the extremely poor design and 
layout, falling well short of our expectations 
for such a sensitive ‘gateway’ site. 

The developers have gone for a dull, 
unattractive scheme – a pastiche of two storey 
terraced housing.  It’s bland and no doubt 
uncontroversial as far as the planners are 
concerned, but does nothing to contribute to 
the townscape, or in our view to delight any 
prospective resident. 
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Also concerning us is the lack of commitment 
to provide the 40% quota for affordable 
homes and we are unconvinced by the claim 
of ‘high standards of insulation and energy 
efficiency’, given the imperative to move 
towards zero carbon housing. Yes, the plans 
avoid the use of gas boilers, but there is no 
suggestion of renewable energy provision, or 
to achieve anything better than the minimum 
building regs +10%. 

23 houses at Wilsom Road (Ref: 55638-
001)
This application site is allocated in the 
Neighbourhood Plan, and so valid in principle. 
However, we are objecting strongly to what is 
proposed – a very cramped layout, including an 
urban street of houses along the road frontage, 
totally out of keeping with the immediate 
neighbourhood, and its edge of town location.  
Also of concern are the extremely tight parking 
arrangements, potential access problems to the 
higher houses – especially given the very steep 
gradient, and a lack of commitment to the 40% 
affordable housing quota. For our full response, 
go to Latest News on our Website Home Page: 
https://altonsociety.wordpress.com/

Lynch Hill
This employment site now has two approved 
applications – one proposing access from a 
new junction on Montecchio Way, another 
from Waterbrook Road, off Mill Lane (a much 
preferred option). We await the outcome with 
interest, but in the meantime The Society 
pleads with all parties involved to negotiate 
a solution which will protect the special 
woodland environment from avoidable harm, 
and deliver a traffic solution which ordinary 
sensible road users would regard as the 
much preferred option. 

Tesco Site Retail Application in Mill Lane 
(Ref: 57035)
Following concerns raised over access, road 
safety, and inadequate parking provision, 
the applicant has made further submissions, 
but these don’t appear to have addressed 
the issues. The woefully inadequate parking 
provision remains unchanged, as does the 
absence of electric vehicle charging points. 
The lack of renewable energy provision is a 
serious omission – we see this as a golden 
opportunity to incorporate solar panels, given 
the large expanse of roof space. 

Treloar College Extension (Ref: 22387/067)
This is awaiting decision. It follows our 
strong objection to what is a blatant breach 

of the Settlement Policy Boundary on the 
edge of Holybourne and the unnecessary 
encroachment into the countryside.  We 
do not believe the college have adequately 
demonstrated that the proposed new 
buildings cannot be accommodated inside 
the existing Settlement Policy Boundary.

‘Future Homes Standard’ Consultation
The Government has just launched plans to 
introduce new standards for house building 
by 2025, involving significant improvements 
in low carbon heating, insulation and energy 
efficiency.  This arises from the UK’s target to 
reduce all its greenhouse gas emissions to net 
zero by 2050, and recognises that our homes 
– new and existing – account for 20% of all 
emissions.  The plans envisage improving 
building regulations as early as 2020, as an 
interim stepping stone.

A key objective is for an average home to have 
75 - 80% less carbon emissions than one built 
to today.  The consultation, currently limited 
to new homes, runs until 10th January 2020; 
a further consultation is expected to address 
existing homes, and new and existing non-
domestic buildings.

Many argue that the 2050 target is not 
ambitious enough, given the Climate 
Emergency, but the timescale does seem 
to recognise that even for this target to be 
achievable, we must act now.

And so the challenges we face continue 
unabated. Nevertheless, with Alton’s special 
character and fine setting continuously 
under threat, the Society’s Built Environment 
Group will continue to work, with others, 
to strive for the best possible outcomes. We 
believe that there is increasing awareness 
at government levels that quality of design 
(appearance and efficiency) needs to be added 
to “presumption in favour of development” – 
so we and fellow-members of Civic Voice will 
give our wholehearted and practical support 
to the Future Homes Standard initiative 
described above. 
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Alton’s Pubs – a future?
by Bob Booker

When growing up in Alton, reaching your 
18th birthday was a very special day! You 
could then drink alcohol legally. Some of us 
had managed to drink a half or pint of beer 
in certain pubs under the watchful eye of the 
landlord even before that age.

I was 17 when I went into a local pub with 
friends. The landlord knew our families. This 
was an advantage as we were told that we 
could have a half pint of beer if we behaved 
and kept quiet; two aims we thought we could 
manage. However, the inevitable competitive 
game of darts meant it was not always 
possible, but we were never ejected! 

Beer and brewing was a part of the DNA of 
Alton. One of my many part time jobs as a 
teenager was to work in Courage’s brewery 
in Turk Street. This was one of the biggest 
employers in town. For me it was all part of my 
education. I learnt a lot about the life of the 
working man in our town. As I was studying 
for a degree I often had my nose in a book and 
my workmates nicknamed me the “Prof”. We 
were allowed a daily allowance of a pint of ale 
or a bottle of lemonade in the canteen. I kept 
to the lemonade. At the time I was unaware 
of how much history there was in the bricks 
and mortar of that building, and it was only 
later in life I realised. If you are interested, 
I can recommend Jane Hurst’s publication 
called Alton’s Pubs. This forms 
part of the Alton Papers series. 
The Curtis Museum has copies 
for sale. Names that conjure up 
memories for me are Courage 
and Watneys breweries, and local 
pubs: the Dukes Head, The Castle 
and the Barley Mow. Many have 
long since gone or changed their 
names. Both The Swan and The 
Crown, sometimes under other 
names are listed as beer houses in 
one of Alton’s oldest street maps 
dating from the 17th century. 
There is a copy on the wall of the 
Pod inside St Lawrence Church.

Sadly we no longer brew beer in the town 
itself, but do have the excellent Triple fff 
microbrewery in Four Marks and this has 
been adopted by many Altonians as ‘our’ 
brewery.

Some of the old pub names reflect the times: 
the Barley Mow with its agricultural references 
and The Wheatsheaf. I well remember the 
Alton pubs used to have notices up saying, 
“No Hop Pickers or Gypsies”. That certainly 
would not happen today. My personal 
favourite used to be the Market Hotel. This is 
still in the Market Square. Times change and 
so do drinking habits, and given the number 
of pubs closing every week nationally, I 
suspect a few more will do so in Alton over 
the next few years. 

Pubs provide a number of services, and 
in town, the arrival of Wetherspoons has 
changed the local scene. Cheap real ale and 
other drinks plus reasonably priced pub food 
has revived that end of town. Other pubs 
have had to up their game, and many have 
by concentrating on their core strengths. 
Some are now sports pubs, while others 
cater for a younger audience; many provide 
entertainment, promoting local talent. There 
are also those where you can have a pint and 
chat with friends without the background 
noise of fruit machines and loud music. 
I have visited all types in Alton purely for 
research for this article! It appears to me that 
Alton will continue to have an interesting pub 
scene for some time yet.

Photo courtesy of Memories of Alton Facebook 
page – Market Square taken c1985
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Continued ...

The Alton Society has formally 
welcomed Carol Palmer as a 
member of the Management 
Committee, the Built 
Environment Group (BEG), the 

Sustainability Group and the 
Community Group. She and I met 
recently to put together a synopsis 
of what she brings to the Society 
and the local area from the wealth 

of experience she has gained from civic 
involvement and her continuing drive to 
make a difference. This is in her own words: 

I was born in Woking and lived there until, 
as a born and bred southerner, I moved to 
Burton-upon-Trent in the Midlands in 2003.

Very shortly after the relocation I found it 
friendly, with the neighbourliness and natural 
community spirit a contrast to the fast-paced 
commuter life of Woking. Having worked in the 
Civil Service, and legal and company secretarial 
roles in the South, I now found myself starting 
a new skill set in IT – something I’d always 
been fascinated by, and started working for 
Pirelli and then Eurocell near Derby. I was 
also able to continue and find a new outlet 
for my desire to get involved in doing things 
for the community by joining the Burton Civic 
Society and agreeing to be Secretary, and 
later on joining and finally running a small 
photography group. I appreciate the benefits 
being part of a team can bring to efforts for 
change and finding solutions to issues, in this 
case locally, and also the chance to make good 
friends in the process. 

I have always been interested in nature and 
wildlife being a supporter of the Worldwide 
Fund for Nature, the British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society (BHPS) and the 
Woodland Trust, and am delighted to have 
found a Woodland Trust wood ‘Home Farm’ 
up the road which is less than 10 years old, 
and a hedgehog family that visits us and our 
neighbours in Connaught Way – the first time 
I’ve seen hedgehogs in any garden of mine in 
the 30 years I’ve been a member of the BHPS! 
I’ve installed an infrared wildlife camera 
which is a source of great joy observing their 
behaviours and motivates me to try to help 
halt their slow spiral to extinction (reduction 
of 50% in rural areas since 2000). Part of this 

involves writing to pet food manufacturers 
asking them to ensure their foods do not 
contain the ‘wrong’ ingredients.  

Counselling has played an important part in 
my life. Having received it, I then felt strongly 
that I wanted to ‘give back’ and for 10 years, 
both in Woking and Burton, I worked on a 
telephone counselling helpline. I believe that 
self-healing (both mentally and physically) 
is a potential within all of us, and an 
independent sympathetic listening voice may 
trigger this. As a qualified Adult Education 
Teacher I assisted in the education of autistic 
children and taught numeracy and literacy to 
adults with a range of abilities and difficulties, 
and also taught pronunciation to foreigners 
independently. My own impaired health over 
the years has disrupted any drive forward in 
a single career but I feel fortunate to have 
been involved in so many sectors and a wide 
range of roles as a result.

I have so enjoyed seeking and finding 
community activities in Alton following on 
from my experiences in Burton. Throughout 
my life I have been a church-goer and had 
found myself embraced in Burton by the 
local church and its activities. I am now 
involved with my husband at All Saints. 
I was delighted to find a U3A here and we 
joined the U3A Birding Group and have been 
enjoying discovering new places to visit as a 
result.  The sports centre 
with its offering of table 

Vox Pop – Carol Palmer
Interview with David Simpkins
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tennis which I also enjoy, is only down the 
road – a real bonus. I am so pleased to be 
living near enough to walk to Chawton, and 
have joined the reading group at Chawton 
House. I find I am genuinely interested in 
a wide spectrum of issues and activities in 
Alton and its surroundings but there is just 
not enough time to devote to them all! The 
Alton Society with its different committees 
and the wealth of knowledge and experience 
they embody, is a fascinating way to get 
involved in, focus, and hopefully help deal 
with community issues.

In addition to my enthusiasm and efforts to 
commit time to community issues I have an 
interest in horse racing. I enjoy trying to pick 
a winner! My husband has been a syndicate 
(partial) owner of jump race horses for most 
of his adult life and we both enjoy all that 
this entails: attending race meetings; visiting 
the training stables; the social side of being a 
syndicate member with friends; being wined 
and dined on the occasional stable open day! 
Our nearest racecourse to Alton is Fontwell. 
One can follow a jump race horse for as 
much as 10 years, which makes the hobby 
more interesting, whereas a flat race horse 
will inevitably disappear to stud (if it’s good) 
or sometimes jump racing (if it’s not) after 2 
– 3 years. 

In common with others I am very aware of the 
clear and present danger of climate change 
and it’s good to have met the founders of the 
Alton Climate Action Network through the 
Alton Society Sustainability Committee and 
to be involved with groups of people trying 

to raise awareness. I am a great supporter 
of the Ocean Cleanup Campaign’s ambition 
to reduce the Great Pacific Garbage Patch by 
50% in five years. With regard to recycling, 
I support the national coordination of waste 
treatment and availability of efficient waste 
collection services locally.

It was heartening and complimentary that 
my approach to the Society was met with 
enthusiasm and support, and that I have 
been given the opportunity to offer my 
skills, and contribute as much as possible 
to the objectives of the three groups and the 
Management Committee. 

Alton is a historic market town full of 
character, with a beautiful location in the 
Hampshire countryside and we all have 
to try to contribute to the achieving of a 
balance between the need for housing and 
employment developments, and the evolution 
of Alton, whilst retaining the unique spirit 
and sense of community within it, as well 
as preserving the integrity of the landscape 
around it. 

I know that all members of the Committees 
and Groups, and the Society work to make a 
difference in Alton and whilst I realise I am 
very new to Alton, I have fallen in love with 
the town, its community and what it has to 
offer and relish the opportunity to join in 
the Society’s efforts (and those of any other 
organisations) to retain the character of Alton 
and to minimise any adverse consequences 
flowing from the need for development and 
change. 

Tune in for updates on
Wey Valley Radio 101.1 FM
Don’t forget to tune in to WVR 101.1 FM, our 
local community radio station. The Alton 
Society has a regular slot on the airwaves 
every Tuesday at 10am where we discuss 
current issues in the town, and elsewhere. 

Join the Alton Society now – have a say and a role in the future of our town.
Use the form on page 19 or check our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
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Friends of Flood Meadows – Community Action
Flood Meadows – Come and join the Friends of 
Flood Meadows to help with tidying, clearing 
litter and some maintenance. We meet at 
the Tanhouse Lane end of the meadows at 
10am on the third (3rd) Sunday of the month 
(next dates are 17th November, and 15th 
December 2019). It is a family-friendly group. 

Children are welcome and it helps them to 
learn about our local environment. Bring 
gardening gloves and wellingtons (though 
we do have some spares)! We always finish 
with a coffee or tea and, if you are lucky, a 
chocolate biscuit.

Alton Repair Café has opened for business
Our friends at Energy Alton 

report that the Alton 
Repair Café opened 
its doors in the Alton 
Community Centre on 

14 September, thanks to 
the generosity and expertise 

of all involved. 48 visitors 
brought repairs, and many more people, 
including Chris from Wey Valley Radio, 
came to look around. Visitors’ comments 
included, ‘superb’, ‘professional’, ‘excellent’ 
and ‘delighted’.

Repairs ranged from a huge wine cooler, 
chairs, a TV, a touch lamp, radios, 
headphones, kitchen gadgets, dresses ripe 
for alteration, bikes, secateurs, and a 60 year 
old Hornby train. The train, fixed by Ian who 

had just dropped in, was then fit to be used 
by the visitor’s 4-year-old grandson, like his 
father before him. 

We started the morning with 11 repairers. 
Over the next three hours, 10 more people 
offered their services, some to repair and 
some to help run the day. Visitors were 
generous with their donations, which totalled 
£216.20, covering out of pocket expenses for 
those helping out and venue hire. To provide 
room for more repairers the Community 
Centre provided additional room for our 
second event on 12 October. 

Please go along on the second Saturday of 
every month, 10am to 1pm, or contact Penney 
Hames on 07811 217744 or altonrepaircafe@
gmail.com.
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Yuletide Festival 
1st December 10am to 4pm 

in the Assembly Rooms and in the town
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The Alton Society – Membership Application
I/we wish to become member(s) of the Alton Society

Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Second person at the same address (if desired*)

Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Address .............................................................................................................................................  Postcode ...........................

Telephone ......................................................... Email ...................................................................................................................
 (*A second person named at the same address becomes a full member of the Society for no additional subscription.)

The annual subscription of £12.50 is due on October 1st each year. You can use a bank transfer to our bank (details below) 
or return this form with your cheque or standing order mandate (see below) to:  

Bob	Booker	(Membership	Officer),	76	Victoria	Road,	Alton	GU34	2DE				e-mail:	thealtonsociety@gmail.com
Your details will be held on computer.  By signing this form you consent to allow us to contact you by post, email and tele-
phone (occasionally), to further the objectives of the Society. These can be found on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk

Signed .......................................................................................... Date ........................................................................

STANDING ORDER MANDATE

To The Manager,  .................................................................................................... Bank plc

Address ................................................................................................................................... Postcode  .............................

I, .............................................................................................................  (full name) 
request you pay to The Alton Society, Account No. 00026566 at TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty 
Pence (£12.50) every year until further notice, starting on 1st October 20..... (please complete year).

My Account Number  .................................................................... Sort Code ................................................................

Signed .......................................................................................... Date ........................................................................

         Gift Aid  Please tick (✓) if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.

 Registered Charity No. 1077729

	  

Flood Meadows in Autumn by Nikki Bird
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Committee members

Design	and	printed	by	TreloarPrint	at	Treloar	College						print@treloar.org.uk				or				01420	547424

Space for personalised label
for hand-delivered copy.

Brian Good 542819
Peter Holden (Treasurer) 549521
Carol Palmer (co-opted) 07763 342045
Louise Parker 07966 450054
David Simpkins (Secretary) 83799
Simon Stoodley 84758
Penny Webster-Brown 84928

Bob Booker (Membership & Events)      83570
 mobile 07968 192323 
Nicky Branch (Chairman)       562698
Barbara Burfoot (Vice Chairman) 89553
Tony Cohen 82026
Rod Eckles 83539 
Michael Fawcett 89341

This edition of the newsletter has been edited by Nikki Bird

Join the Alton Society now – have a say and a role in the future of our town.
Use the form on the previous page or check our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
	  

Heron at King’s Pond by James Carling


