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Improvements to CALA Homes Application Ref: 25050/059 
 
When EHDC’s Development Brief was published, including the ‘Illustrative Masterplan’, the Society 
carried out a survey of residents’ comments and wishes.  500 responses were received, with the 
following being the top three wishes:- 
 

1) an accessible, peaceful, open park centred on a re-opened river Wey 
2) a community facility on the site, or the cash equivalent 
3) a hotel on the site to encourage tourism 

 
None of these three wishes is delivered by the current application. 
 
If we are to accept CALA’s determination to include a care home instead of a hotel, and if we have to 
concede the loss of the promised S106 contribution, there are at least some straightforward 
improvements to the layout which could yield significant benefits in terms of the end result. 

This note, together with the annotated plan* of 25050/059, sets out these suggested improvements 
in design and layout of item 1) above – a ’river park’.  We believe these would go some way towards 
alleviating the angry reaction to CALA’s plans.  Indeed, not only would these changes make this an 
altogether happier place for residents and visitors, but would result in a more popular, and hence 
more profitable development for CALA Homes.    

*Kindly prepared by Mark Penfold, of Macallan Penfold Chartered Architects. 

The following explanations of these improvements should be read in conjunction with the annotated 
chart:- 
 

 Opening up the entrance to the site at Draymans Way would complement the idea to create a 
meaningful, pedestrian-friendly public space (effectively a new town square) between the site 
and the Swan Hotel. There would be many issues to overcome, but such a feature would make 
all the difference to the success of the development, and should be a candidate for some CIL 
money. 

 A minor re-positioning of the secondary care unit would open up and greatly improve the 
entrance to the site and the start of the riverside footpath. 

 The promised ‘green corridor’ has become narrower with each iteration of the design, and is 
now nothing like the artist’s impressions presented by CALA.  The better landscaping could 
improve the attraction of the riverside areas considerably. 

 We feel there is plenty of scope to re-think the commercial area - indeed we wonder if it is 
really necessary in that key position, given the employment created by the care homes.  
Changes to this area could allow the ‘river park’ to be widened at that point, which is visible 
from the entrance at Draymans Way, and would surely give a better setting to Culverton House. 

(cont...) 
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 It is a pity that the only access to the main blocks of housing is via a bridge over the Wey in the 
middle of the ‘river park’, but alternatives proved impractical. There is however plenty of scope 
to make the bridge into an attractive feature while minimising the impact of traffic. 

 A footpath leading from Draymans Way towards Kings Pond has always been a key proposal of 
the Society, linking up with other parts of the Wey River Walk.  CALA’s  plan loses the footpath 
near the bridge, and its proper route is now blocked by two houses, and constrained by other 
dwellings in the SE corner of the site.  Re-positioning of these houses would give a really 
valuable opportunity to increase the size of the open areas for leisure, and at the same time 
allow a logical, curved route of the footpath toward its exit. 

 Roads and parking should be kept as far away from the river as possible – and there must be 
scope to do this better than shown in CALA’s plan.  We query whether enough use has been 
made of undercroft parking, bearing in mind the topography of the site. 

 
We would very much welcome an opportunity to present these ideas to EHDC at the earliest 
opportunity. 
 
We also hope that EHDC will pursue the issue of an hotel on the site which we feel could play an 
important part in the enhancement of Alton under the Placemaking Strategy.   And we hope that 
there may be scope to improve the cash legacy from this development, perhaps involving Coors. 
As we have mentioned in other notes we believe that any such cash legacy should be placed in a 
Community Charitable Fund, for deployment by residents.  Even if the only cash to come from this 
development is the balance of CIL money, its placement in a trust should go some way to convincing 
residents that they are genuinely receiving a legacy from a site which was so fundamental to Alton’s 
history. 
 
Signed: 
 
Nicky Branch 
Chairman 
 
Rod Eckles  
Built Environment Group Chairman 
 
19th Oct 2019 
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