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Nicky Branch Critique the CALA Homes’ failure to provide funding towards community 
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Back in November 2018, when CALA Homes were anxious to win the Coors site, it offered – 
at a meeting of ‘stakeholders’ – to replace the current Community Centre with a brand new 
building on the present site, and presented plans and drawings for this proposal.  This 
project, worth about £3.5m, would have been set out in a S106 agreement with EHDC in 
recognition of the planning gain delivered to CALA and Coors.  However, in CALA’s planning 
application 25050/059 of 6th September there is no mention of a S106 agreement; and the 
Heads of Terms in the Planning Statement of 20th August include the CIL levy, but no S106 
agreement. 
  
Instead, in para 5.42 of the Planning Statement, and in a Document called “Community 
Facilities Statement”, there are set out CALA’s views that Alton is over-supplied with 
Community Facility space.  Consequently, CALA sees no need  to contribute anything other 
than the CIL Levy, which will amount to approx £2.1m, spread over a number of years, and 
which has to be shared with HCC (£837k for schools alone), the Town Council and others. 
  
CALA’s analysis of this excess supply is based on an arbitrary yardstick of space needed per 
head of population, and takes no account of location, accessibility, type of space and 
current utilisation.   It is based on the Community Facilities audit carried out by EHDC and 
the Town Council in 2018, but is a complete and deliberate misuse of the data obtained in 
that audit, which was based around the original request for new, better community facilities 
in the town centre. This Community Facilities Statement is no more than a smokescreen to 
cover the fact that both CALA and Coors are ducking out of a contribution which so many in 
Alton had regarded as a proper legacy to come from this unique, historical site. 
  
What is EHDC doing about this cancellation of contribution? Has it just accepted the figures 
from CALA, which no doubt complains about viability?  Or can we not insist on a public 
assessment of viability, and thus try to recover what so many had hoped and expected to be 
a fine legacy from this site?    
 
Nicky Branch, Chairman 
September 2019 
 
 
 

 


