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The Alton Society’s Objection 

Chairman, 
 
There are so many outstanding issues here that, of necessity, we have had to confine 
ourselves to those we regard as the most troubling. 
 
To begin on a positive note, as we have said before, the six separate ‘neighbourhoods’ that 
form the basis of this scheme are to be commended.  Nevertheless, and despite the efforts 
to give the building designs more distinctiveness, with the exception of The Gallery and the 
apartments on Treloar Place we still believe the developer should have gone further in 
addressing the bland ‘sameness’ of design style in the other so-called ‘character areas’.    
Comparing the plans to ‘other recently approved developments in Alton’ is hardly a glowing 
commendation – are we really setting the bar this low? 
 
In terms of layout, the tortuous single road that snakes its way from the bottom to the top 
of the site, and with just a single access point from Chawton Park Road, is fraught with 
potential difficulties, not only in terms of the risk of blockages, but also the heavy 
concentration of exhaust emissions from so many traffic movements.   Even within the 
constraints of the site’s topography it’s difficult to accept there isn’t a better alternative.    
Nor are we convinced that enough has been done to provide a comprehensive pedestrian / 
cyclist network of routes into and out of the site.  We understand that there are plans to 
arrange an additional access at the top of Connaught Way, but why not more (for example 
from Burnham Road or Robertson Close)?   
 
On the need to protect wildlife corridors, we are surprised that Natural England have 
deemed the minimum 15 metre buffer to the west of the Glade as acceptable, but this is in 
any case only a minimum.   
 
Finally, with regard to the much criticised LEAP (the equipped play area at the very top of 
the meadow), can we be clear chairman – our view is that nothing short of the total removal 
of this facility from its current location will be sufficient.   The risk of vandalism and anti-
social behaviour is beyond doubt, and far more effort should go into providing a series of 
more comprehensive play areas within the individual pockets of development.    
 
Of course, none of this detracts from the fundamental flaws in this scheme – the failure to 
provide the badly needed 40% affordable homes as laid down in planning policy, and the 
irreversible damage to Alton’s skyline.   These, sadly, will be the site’s enduring legacy. 
 
Thank you chairman. 


