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SUMMER 2019 NEWSLETTER Working together for the future of Alton

by Bob Booker & Nicky Branch

The Molson Coors Brewery closed in May 2015 
ending the last vestiges of the brewing industry 
in the town. Alton was historically a centre for 
brewing. The closure had an impact on the 
character of the town ending many skilled and 
unskilled jobs. The 12.8 acres is a significant 
brown field site and gives a unique opportunity 
to regenerate the centre of Alton given its 
proximity to the High Street and transport links 
in and out of town.

The local planning authority East Hampshire 
District Council (EHDC) recognised the 
significance of the site and produced a 
development brief for any prospective developer 
to use for future planning applications. The 
Alton Society tried to act as a constructive 

friend in putting forward ideas tried and tested 
on the people of Alton, including a significant 
community facility and the provision of one 
to two bedroom flats and houses. We felt the 
brief put buildings in the wrong position; for 
example, the community building was to be 
built north of the River Wey on a slope. We were 
politely listened to then ignored so the Society 
embarked on producing its own development 
brief and this was presented to the planning 
department. However, the reaction was not 
enthusiastic, particularly as we backed up our 
plan with a well-constructed survey of local 
opinion. In a feisty meeting between officers of 
your Society and Planning Officers at EHDC 
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the council agreed to place our brief alongside 
theirs to any prospective developer. We do not 
know whether this happened but when Cala 
came forward as the preferred developer we 
ensured they were aware of our ideas.

Subsequently, we have had informal and 
confidential meetings with Cala and we were 
able to push for what we understood the town 
would like to see given the economic restraints 
of the site. We will not go through what the 
constraints are as they are listed in Cala’s 
current plans. We have, since 2015, at every 
public event in the town displayed our plans 
and informed the public of EHDC’s views. In 
essence we have said we would be prepared to 
accept more housing units, provided they are 
flats for single occupancy or couples who need 
only one or two bedrooms. The site could take 
flats given its topography. This would ensure 
that the proposed River Wey walk, planned 
to run from the Redrow site through Flood 
Meadows to the brewery site and then onto 
Kings Pond, would happen. There would be a 
wide green corridor and traffic would not be 
allowed over the river. Road access would be 
from Draymans Way, and for the commercial 
units and proposed prestigious hotel, from 
Turk Street. We pushed for a significant hotel 
(as there is a clear need) and the community 
facility, whilst pressing for a static museum 
reflecting the brewing history of the site. 
Underground parking would feature in the 
southern area with a significant pedestrian-
friendly surface. These ideas were generally 
well accepted by the majority of Altonians with 
some reservations over the number of flats and 
their height.

On 3rd and 4th July this year Cala unveiled 
their plans and whilst there are some signs 
of concessions to our ideas we have been 
disappointed on several fronts. 

1. They tell us it is not possible to have safe 
access to the site onto the housing area north 
of the river. We disagree as any entrance can 
be engineered to be safe.

2. They can’t build flats above four storeys as 
the land values are too high to allow for this. 
Thus their 186 planned houses encroach 
on the supposed green space either side of 
the River Wey thus reducing its effect as a 
pleasant walk through a traffic free area. Yet 
we have flats above this height in the town, 
with lifts.

3. They have placed the commercial units 
south of the river (our idea) but they don’t 
face the river as we wanted.

4. They tell us they could not generate any 
interest from a hotel chain in the corner part 
of the site adjacent to the junction of Turk 
St and Draymans Way. We have no idea who 
they approached but Premier Inn wanted to 
build up by the Holybourne Roundabout so 
why not build in the centre of town pulling 
in visitors? Alton is incredibly short of 
accommodation for its visitors.

5. They have retained the current bridge over 
the river. This is large enough to have two 
HGVs pass each other. We wanted this 
reduced to lower the impact on the River 
Wey Walk and allow people to walk under 
it. Our plan suggested single traffic over the 
bridge or use the Draymans Way entrance, 
leaving the current bridge for pedestrian and 
cycle access only. Their plan allows for some 
reduction in road size but not in width.

6. The house designs are not clear but we 
asked about providing solar panels and 
building the homes to a zero carbon footprint 
specification. They tell us that there will be 
some panels but they will use gas to heat 
the homes (a fossil fuel) and have good 
insulation. We asked does this include triple 
glazing, but no, double glazing only. One 
of their representatives assured us that he 
is in a modern house and he only puts his 
gas heating on for two months over winter! 
We stated we wanted to see that the designs 
reflect our town, not some anonymous 
house style that you can see anywhere in the 
country.

7. The money that will be paid as a Community 
Investment Levy (CIL) will go to EHDC and 
Alton Town Council. We need a commitment 
that all that money will come to Alton and we 
say ideally to be used to rebuild, refurbish 
or build new facilities for our community 
needs. They do not have a plot of land put 
by for any community facility.

8. The absence of a community provision 
for the town means we have been badly 
let down, with huge amounts of time and 
energy wasted on ‘consultation’ on how the 
land allocation would be utilised. Our own 
professional team are unimpressed.

What happens next? We anticipate a full 
planning application to be put in by the end 
of the month and that will give us a further 
opportunity to press our case. It is imperative 
you all get involved and make your views known. 
Look out for the planning reference numbers 
and we will put them up on our Facebook page 
(@AltonSociety) and Twitter page plus our 
website at www.altonsociety.org.uk
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My main reactions after two years of constructive 
engagement by the Society are extreme 
disappointment and a feeling of betrayal.

There was an opportunity to create a green river 
park in the centre of Alton with mainly taller 
buildings, including a hotel, with undercroft 
parking, set well back from the river with good 
public space and with minimal disturbance 
from traffic. Instead we now have a huge care 
centre, and a mean green corridor encroached 
by typical two-storey estate houses, crossed by 
a busy road, and smothered in parking bays.

In addition we now see that the community 
space proposed by EHDC has been dropped (no 
profit in it), and hear that the proposed large 
scale (£3m+ value) community contribution 
is not going to be available from this project. 
All that the community may see (via the 
Town Council) is a standard Community 
Infrastructure Levy payment of £500k spread 
over four years starting in 2021. Some legacy!

Aspirations usually have to give way to 
commercial realities, and in this case Cala 
Homes are reducing their risks and exposure 
by placing the care home, some apartments 
and the employment space with others. This 
has to be accepted.

There are some specific concerns, however:

• EHDC’s well-prepared development brief 
clearly included access off Draymans Way, 
on the N side of the river. We strongly 
supported this as access for all building N of 
the river. There will now be at least 300-400 
vehicle movements per day over the bridge. 
Why was EHDC’s route ignored?

• the total number of houses/apartments is 
surely 244, not 186, including the extra care 
units, all with parking needs

• parking is a big problem. Many of the 
2-storey houses need tandem parking. 
Almost certainly there is going to be spill-
over onto the main access roads.

• the 40% affordable housing is welcome, but 
is firmly segregated into four apartment 
blocks of 3 and 4 storeys each, which does 
not lend itself to the development of an 
integrated community

• I have not counted how many 2-storey houses 
there are overlooking the river, but it looks as 
if Cala are putting standard Cala houses into 
a standard Cala estate in the middle of Alton. 
This is what they know best, and makes 
profits, but it’s not a good legacy for Alton.

Chairman’s Corner
by Nicky Branch

The local elections in May 
produced, as expected, 
some major changes in 
Alton’s representation 
on the District and Town 
Councils. I was sad to 
see some old councillor 
colleagues defeated or 

retiring, and I’m personally very grateful for 
all that they have done – and tried to do – for 
Alton. I am glad, however that there is now an 
opposition at District level with sufficient critical 
mass to provide an effective and hopefully 
constructive opposition. This will surely lead to 
more thoughtful decisions.

The Society looks forward to meeting and 
engaging with all of Alton’s councillors, and 
hopes that there will be strong contingents on 
the District and Town Planning Committees.

Another positive bit of news was the acquisition 
by the Town Council of good-sized space next 
to the Bank car park for use by the Kings Arms 
charity. The County’s cost-cuts reduced its 

youth provision at the Community Centre from 
£22,000 per annum to near nil. This Kings Arms 
facility will particularly support children who 
need help (for instance young carers of which 
there are many in Alton) so will be very welcome. 
However, to my mind, there is still a gap in the 
provision of facilities for general leisure activities, 
particularly in the winter months. The Boys 
Club in Nursery Road, owned by EHDC fell into 
disrepair, was sold for development, and has 
never been replaced. I’m sure that something 
like it is needed and would be well used – so it’s 
now time to re-invest the proceeds.

On a less positive note, there were no community 
facilities shown on Cala’s plans displayed on 3rd 
and 4th July; and I was told that the only funding 
available for community facilities will be via the 
Community Infrastructure Levy of around £2m, 
of which 25% is due to go to the Town Council. 
So hopes of major investment may be dead. 
On top of that, there has been no follow-up by 
EHDC to their meetings on a “Regeneration”  
project, one of which we attended way back in 
early April. I do hope these meetings were not 
just a pre-election sweetener.     

The Chairman’s thoughts on Cala’s plans
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Dear Editor,

Mr Cullum raised some very important issues 
[letters: Spring 2019 Newsletter], regarding our 
current relationship with the private motor car 
and the type of community we all want Alton to 
become.

In 2004, I was fortunate enough to attend an 
interesting lecture in Dublin, by the internationally 
renowned urban planner, Jan Gehl. (www.
gehlpeople.com – Twitter @citiesforpeople)

He reminded the audience that towns have 
evolved through 4 key phases:

1. The ‘Historic Town’ – where public spaces 
have traditionally had three important 
functions in relation to the life of the town. The 
public spaces functioned as a meeting place, 
marketplace and connection/traffic space. 
People were talking, exchanging merchandise 
or moving about. All functions were vital, and 
in traditional cities, these three functions 
occurred side by side in the same spaces in a 
fine balance.

2. The ‘Invaded Town’ – refers to the numerous 
towns which over the years have been 
inundated with car traffic to such an extent 
that the pedestrians and the public life have 
almost been squeezed out. 

3. The ‘Abandoned Town’ – towns where walking 
and public life has become completely phased 
out. Many towns in Northern England are by 
now in a situation where public life is non-
existent.

4. The Rediscovered Town” – towns which 
during recent times have striven to achieve 
a better balance between traffic, market and 
meeting place issues. Frome has embraced 
this philosophy in recent years.  In such towns 
can be found an impressive increase in the 
volumes of people activities in the improved 
public spaces.

While I believe that Alton may well be experiencing 
the effects of ‘invasion’, we do not have to suffer 
the pain of total abandonment, before realising 
that we can achieve a better balance, to improve 
the quality of life in our community. 

While a number of English towns have sought 
to adopt these principles, central and local 
government transport & housing policies have,  
perhaps unintentionally, continued to fuel a car-
dependent culture.

When we step back from the often emotive 
subject of car use, we might also want to reflect 
on the state of our physical and mental health. 
The increase in sedentary-lifestyle diseases, 
such as obesity, type 2 diabetes, strokes and 
coronary heart disease, and the growing harm 
from air pollution. For those without access to 
public transport, social isolation can have a 
debilitating effect. 

Alton is a great place to live – let’s continue our 
conversation on how together we can make it a 
safer, healthier and even friendlier town.

Clean Air Alton (Twitter: @cleanairalton)
full name and address supplied.

Tune in for updates on
Wey Valley Radio 101.1 FM
Don’t forget to tune in to WVR 101.1 FM, our 
local community radio station. The Alton 
Society has a regular slot on the airwaves 
every Tuesday at 10am where we discuss 
current issues in the town, and elsewhere. 

What’s on your mind? Share your insights on problems 
and solutions within our community, or give us some 
feedback. Letters will be edited for content and 

clarity. All letters must have the writer’s name. You 
may send your letters to: thealtonsociety@gmail.com 

or 76 Victoria Road, Alton, GU34 2DE
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Grants awarded by the Society 
The Alton Society have awarded a number of grants this year to help other groups with their set-up 
plans and/or their projects. Any bid for such an award is scrutinised by our Community Group and 
then recommended for approval to the main management committee who have the final say.

Successful bids this year have been for Walk Alton (helping them to set up and promote walking, 
especially the Alton Walking Festival in May this year), and Alton Eastbrooke & Wooteys Residents 
Association (for their community bus project), which is run by Community First (East Hampshire). 

[Above] Chairman Graham Titterington receives 
the grant towards the Community Bus Project 
on behalf of Alton Eastbrooke and Wooteys 
Residents Association from Alton Society 
representative David Simpkins. The Treasurer 
of AEWRA looks on approvingly!

[Above] Members of the Walk Alton group receiving 
their grant from Alton Society representative Bob 
Booker.

[Above] Passengers ready to board the 
Community Bus for a journey to the Town Centre.

If you want to be considered for a grant 
please visit our website and look up “grants” 
and then read the criteria for an application, 
download and complete the form either online 
or with a paper version. Please send by email 
to thealtonsociety@gmail.com or by post to 76 
Victoria Road, Alton, GU34 2DE.

Join the Alton Society now – have a say and a role in the future of our town.
Use the form on page 19 or check our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
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Alton Society’s prestigious awards are up for grabs!
2019 Award Nominations Invited
The Alton Society invites nominations for our ‘Outstanding Individual’ and ‘John Ambrose’ awards. 

          2019              2018                           2017                              2016                       
                   

Individual Award for Outstanding 
Services to Alton

This award acknowledges the personal 
contribution made by any person towards 
work, voluntary or otherwise, that has been of 
outstanding value to the Alton community. 

These contributions should relate to one or 
more of the Society’s principal aims. 

These are: 

• Stimulating interest in the past, present, 
and future of Alton and district, 

• Working for the preservation and 
enhancement of local features of particular 
historical, cultural, environmental, and 
aesthetic importance, 

• Promoting and encouraging the rational and 
appropriate development of the Alton area 
and its amenities, 

• Acting as a focus for obtaining and giving 
relevant information and advice and to 
provide a forum for public discussion, 

• Representing and advancing these views 
to the authorities concerned and/or to the 
wider community. 

Last year’s winner was Tanya Applegath.

You are invited to submit nominations for the 
2019 Award – details at the foot of this article. 

Please support your proposal with a note of up 
to about 150 words. It should be stressed that 
all suggestions and discussions will remain 
confidential to the awarding Panel headed 
by the Society’s Chairman or his substitute. 
Please do not inform the nominee that you have 
nominated him or her. A presentation will be 
made at the November AGM. 

Please note that the rules exclude current 
members of our Management Committee, 
and any persons related to them, from being 
considered for the Award.

John Ambrose Award

Each year the Alton Society aims to give an 
award at the AGM for the best building project 
completed during the previous twelve months.  
For this purpose we set up a viewing panel from 
our committee members, two co-opted ordinary 
members and a representative of Alton Town 
Council.  A morning is set aside, usually in 
late October, for viewing the candidates.  The 
shortlist will have been agreed beforehand.

Eligible projects might range from a piece of 
landscaping, the refurbishment of a neglected 
building, the extension or re-use of a building, 
or a new building or development.   

We assess each project against a set of criteria:

• Consistency and quality of design

• Materials and detailing

• Quality of execution

• Contribution to surroundings

• Contribution to the life of the town

We would like to hear from you with any 
suggestions about suitable projects for 
consideration together with how they meet the 
above criteria. 

Applications for the Individual Award 
should be sent before 31st August.  

Applications for the John Ambrose 
Award should be sent before 30th 
September.  

Please send by email to thealtonsociety@
gmail.com or by post to 76 Victoria Road, 
Alton, GU34 2DE.
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Wey Walk
by Louise Parker
The eagle-eyed amongst you will 
have spotted lovely new finger-posts 
appearing on the Flood Meadows and 
a footpath created in the field below 
the Redrow development of Hopfield 
Place. These are the first tangible 
signs of a project which started 
at the end of 2015 when Amery 
Hill Residents Association (AHRA) 
recognised that with the closure 
of the Brewery site, we had a real 
opportunity to create a walk which 
not only enhanced the existing, 
accessible, route of the river Wey 
(Kings Pond and Flood Meadows), 
but also gave us a chance to create 
a lasting legacy for the town. The 
route would provide opportunities 
for tourism for the town, as well 
as a traffic-free route for cyclists 
and walkers alike from the station 
directly into the town centre, and 
beyond into the countryside.

AHRA’s vision was endorsed by Alton 
& District Residents’ Associations 
(ADRA), of which The Alton Society is 
a member, who formed a sub-group 
to research the initiative and assess 
the feasibility of it, then presented it 
to Alton Town Council as a project 
to take forward to completion. Since 
then, funding has been secured 
from the Town Council, East Hampshire 
District Council, and most recently via the 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government’s Pocket Parks Scheme. After three 
years of lobbying, an agreement in principle 
was reached where Redrow would donate the 
lower field at the Hopfield Place development 
to the Town Council, thereby securing public 
access to the River Wey for future generations. 
At the time of going to press, the formal change 
of ownership is still to take place but is believed 
to be imminent. Members of AHRA have had 
several meetings with the landscape designers 
involved with the redevelopment of the Brewery 
site and are encouraged that the vision for a 
linear park through the site will be delivered. 
In the recent consultation organised by Cala 
Homes, this feature was strongly emphasised.

The pieces of the jigsaw are gradually coming 
together but there is considerable work on the 
ground still to be completed. Whilst it will be 
some time yet before the River Wey is opened 

up within the very centre of our town, people 
are already enjoying the new footpath near 
the river’s source, something that has been in 
private ownership and inaccessible for many, 
many years.

This is another example of where patience, 
persistence and downright making a nuisance 
of oneself reaps rewards in the end. It has been 
so encouraging that amongst all the arguments 
about the new housing developments in our 
town, everyone has been inspired by the vision 
for the Wey Walk and have embraced it with such 
enthusiasm. Let’s hope that our Councillors’ 
support will enable many more community-
led initiatives like this for the benefit of Alton’s 
residents and visitors alike.

AHRA is now looking at developing a working 
party for Phase Two of the Wey Walk, taking 
people from the station in the direction of Mill 
Lane and beyond. Would any volunteers from 
the Alton Society be willing to help plan the 
next stage?
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Waste shock wave hits Hampshire
by John Pritchard (Twitter: JohnPritchard19)

The ‘Tectonic Plates’ of our Waste World are on the move, and the seismic shock-waves have finally 
reached Hampshire!

In December 2018 DEFRA – the Government’s Environment Department – produced their “Resources 
& Waste Strategy” for consultation, galvanizing the waste industry and most Local Authorities across 
England.

It suggested that we need to have more ambitious recycling targets if we are to halt the damage we 
are doing to our planet; proposed recycling targets for municipal waste are:

Hampshire’s Waste Partnership’s ‘Project Integra Strategic Board’ (PISB) last met on 26th February 
2019 (their next meeting is due on 10th July), giving them little time to consider the DEFRA and 
associated HM Treasury (HMT) consultations. They sought views on:

Extended Producer Responsibility – deadline 13 May;

Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) – deadline 13 May;

Consistency – deadline 13 May; &

Plastic Tax (HMT) – deadline 12 May

The PISB meeting minutes state that:

“PI will draft and submit responses for each, but all Partners [including EHDC] are urged to submit 
their own responses, as the PI response will only count as one.”

As no Officers or Councillors from East Hampshire District Council attended the February meeting, 
one wonders if EHDC bothered to submit any comment at all. We will check.

Further proposals, which would have significant financial implications, may be imposed on Local 
Authorities; these might include:

Free Kerbside Green Waste Collections (currently a paid for service);

Loss of income from Glass Collections, if glass is included in the Governments’ Deposit Return 
Scheme;

Kerbside Food Waste Collections; and

Introduction of consistent bin colours for pre-sorted kerbside Dry Mixed Recycling (DMR), 
i.e. Brown for paper & card, Blue for plastic, Black for metals etc.

To address the predicted 8.2% housing growth of an additional 64,000 households by up to 2023, 
a new ‘Super’ Material Recovery Facility (sMRF) is to be built to replace the existing two (Alton & 
Portsmouth). Concern over possible imposed pre-sorted waste collections on Local Authorities, 
had resulted in a temporary halt to construction, but will now progress. The minutes from the 
February PISB meeting state:

“ . . . the design [of the sMRF] will be shared by the Board, but not for approval. The final 
decision for the sMRF will be made by the Executive Member at HCC as the disposal 
contract sits with HCC. Sam Horne [HCC Officer] also highlighted that infrastructure 
takes time to deliver, so even if the sMRF was approved immediately it would still take 
three years before coming onstream.”

WASTE SHOCK WAVE HITS HAMPSHIRE - by John Pritchard (Twitter: JohnPritchard19)

The 'Tectonic Plates' of our Waste World are on the move, and the seismic shock-waves have finally 
reached Hampshire!

In December 2018 DEFRA - the Government's Environment Department - produced their "Resources & 
Waste Strategy" for consultation, galvanizing the waste industry and most Local Authorities across 
England.

It suggested that we need to have more ambitious recycling targets if we are to halt the damage we are 
doing to our planet; proposed recycling targets for municipal waste are:

Hampshire's Waste Partnership's 'Project Integra Strategic Board' (PISB) last met on 26th February 2019  
(their next meeting is due on 10th July), giving them little time to consider the DEFRA and associated HM 
Treasury (HMT) consultations. They sought views on:

! Extended Producer Resposibility - deadline 13 May;

! Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) - deadline 13 May;

! Consistency - deadline 13 May; &
!
! Plastic Tax (HMT) - deadline 12 May

The PISB meeting minutes state that:-

! "PI will draft and submit responses for each, but all Partners [including EHDC] are
! urged to submit their own responses, as the PI response will only count as one."

As no Officers or Councillors from East Hampshire District Council attended the February meeting, one 
wonders if EHDC bothered to submit any comment at all. We will check.

Further proposals, which would have significant financial implications, may be imposed on Local 
Authorities; these might include:

! Free Kerbside Green Waste Collections (currently a paid for service);

! Loss of income from Glass Collections, if glass is included in the Governments'
! Deposit Return Scheme;

! Kerbside Food Waste Collections; and

! Introducion of consistent bin colours for pre-sorted kerbside Dry Mixed Recycling
! (DMR), i.e. Brown for paper & card, Blue for plastic, Black for metals etc.

60% by 203055% by 2025 65% by 2035
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Waste composition analysis 

Over a five week period in 2018, ‘Resource Futures’ carried out a comprehensive analysis of 
collected household waste and HWRC residual waste streams for the PI partnership.  The kerbside 
waste analysis of residual waste and dry mixed recycling (DMR) was based on a representative 
sample of approximately 150 households in each Waste Collection Authority area. The kerbside 
results show that an average household within the PI area set out 8.4Kg of residual waste and 
2.63Kg of DMR per week.

Kerbside residual waste consisted predominantly of putrescible waste (42.0%). This was mostly 
made up of food waste (34.7% of the total composition) and most of it was avoidable (26.3%). 
Overall 7.8% of the residual waste could have potentially been recycled via the DMR service 
provided to all residents.

Figure 1 (below, reading from 12 o’clock clockwise) shows the composition of kerbside residual 
waste for the PI area.

Analysis of the DMR, collected from the same households, showed that paper & card made 
up the great majority (69.9%). This was followed by plastic at 13.9% (with 3.7% being non-
target plastics including pots, tubs and trays (PTT) with bottles accounting for 10.2% of the 
composition. Metals contributed a further 7%. Putrescible waste was the most prominent non-
target material contributing 3.1% to the composition, followed by plastic film (1.6%), other 
combustibles (1.4%) and glass (1.3%). The average contamination rate of DMR in the PI area 
was 17.4%. See Fig 2 below.

On the horizon

EHDC & Havant Borough Council will sign a new joint contract for kerbside collections in 
October. If they are to meet these new targets, they will need to introduce a food collection 
service, raise recycling awareness, and bring the contamination rate of DMR down. 

I fear that they and other members of the PI partnership will carry on as they have by incinerating 
our rubbish. As the 3 current incinerators (Energy Recovery Facilities – ERF’s) are at capacity, 
the temptation might be to build a ‘Super’ incinerator somewhere in our green and pleasant 
county. 

Source: 

Project Integra - https://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/projectintegra/documents

To address the predicted 8.2% housing growth of an additional 64,000 households by up to 2023, a new 
'Super' Material Recovery Facility (sMRF) is to be built to replace the existing two (Alton & Portsmouth). 
Concern over possible imposed pre-sorted waste collections on Local Authorities, had resulted in a 
temporary halt to construction, but will now progress. The minutes from the February PISB meeting state: 

! " . . . the design [of the sMRF] will be shared by the Board, but not for approval. The final decision
! for the sMRF will be made by the Executive Member at HCC as the disposal contract sits with
! HCC. Sam Horne [HCC Officer] also highlighted that infrastructure takes time to deliver, so even if
! the sMRF was approved immediately it would still take three years before coming onstream." 

WASTE COMPOSITION ANALYSIS

Over a 5 week period in 2018, 'Resource Futures' carried out a comprehensive analysis of collected 
household waste and HWRC residual waste streams for the PI partnership.  The kerbside waste analysis 
of residual waste and dry mixed recycling (DMR) was based on a representative sample of 
approximately 150 households in each Waste Collection Authority area. The kerbside results show that 
an average household within the PI area set out 8.4Kg of residual waste and 2.63Kg of DMR per week.

Kerbside residual waste consisted predominantly of putrescible waste (42.0%). This was mostly made up 
of food waste (34.7% of the total composition) and most of it was avoidable (26.3%). Overall  7.8% of the 
residual waste could have potentially been recycled via the DMR service provided to all residents.
Figure 1 (reading from 12 o'clock clockwise) shows the composition of kerbside residual waste for the PI 
area.

Analysis of the DMR, collected from the same households, showed that paper & card made up the great 
majority (69.9%). This was followed by plastic at 13.9% (with 3.7% being non-target plastics including 
pots, tubs and trays (PTT) with bottles accounting for 10.2% of the composition. Metals contributed a 
further 7%. Putrescible waste was the most prominent non-target material contributing 3.1% to the 
composition, followed by plastic film (1.6%), other combustibles (1.4%) and glass (1.3%). The average 
contamination rate of DMR in the PI area was 17.4%. See Fig 2.

ON THE HORIZON

EHDC & Havant Borough Council will sign a new joint contract for kerbside collections in October. If they 
are to meet these new targets, they will need to introduce a food collection service, raise recycling 
awareness, and bring the contamination rate of DMR down. 

I fear that they and other members of the PI partnership will carry on as they have by incinerating our 
rubbish. As the 3 current incinerators (Energy Recovery Facilities - ERF's) are at capacity, the temptation 
might be to build a 'Super' incinerator somewhere in our green and pleasant county. 

Source: Project Integra - https://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/projectintegra/documents 

11.7%

Kerbside Residual 
Material (Fig 1)

Clockwise
from 12 o'clock

69.9%

Dry Mixed
Recycling (Fig 2)
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It’s all bin worth it!
by Carol Palmer

The story begins with our arrival in Alton last 
August. We needed a Garden Waste Collection 
Service (GWCS) and were surprised to find from 
the EHDC website that even though we were 
prepared to pay the fee, we couldn’t sign up as 
EHDC didn’t have enough capacity! This was 
quite irritating to say the least, especially as 
we’d moved from Burton on Trent where the 
service existed and was free to all. Meanwhile, 
my first contact with our councillor produced 
the information that there was a waiting list – 
suggesting crossed wires at EHDC.

I pursued this a bit more with our councillor 
which resulted in a phone call in September 
from the officer in charge who left a voicemail 
saying there was no capacity at all until the new 
contractor started the following year in October 
2019. This left us with no option but to get a 
garden waste bin and to make regular trips 
to the tip, thereby creating extra unnecessary 
and polluting emissions – and it struck me to 
wonder how many other people were not able 
to use the GWCS for the same reason and were 
having to do the same as us.

Alongside phoning the officer again, seven times, 
and leaving messages, I did some research 
and discovered that it is not the statutory 
responsibility of any council to provide a GWCS. 
I wondered whether EHDC had any targets for 
this sort of thing and how they could square 
this stance against the drive to halt climate 
change. I found out that the Government is 
currently consulting on GWCSs being free, and 
wondered what money they’d put towards that. 
I also noted that EHDC sent an email out this 
year about the success of their “wholly-owned” 
company EH Commercial Services in helping 
Salisbury to come top (regarding clearing litter) 

in The Solar Centre’s ranking of UK’s greenest 
cities (https://www.thesolarcentre.co.uk/
uk-greenest-cities/), and noticed the contrast 
with the failed inclusivity of EHDC’s GWCS 
potentially producing a reduction in air quality 
in Alton. The contract EHDC had negotiated 
with Biffa was obviously not fit for purpose, 
and hadn’t been for a while, it turned out.

I had joined the Alton Society a month after we 
moved in, and was invited onto their committee. 
This gave me a head start in feeling part of the 
local community and some extra confidence to 
persevere with tackling this issue. So, after the 
local elections I decided to have another go. I 
emailed my new councillor who advised that 
despite the forthcoming new contract it still 
might take some time to get my garden waste 
collected, and suggested writing to the Alton 
Herald. So I did! And at the same time I thought, 
surely EHDC need to know how many people in 
Alton want this service and can’t get it and why 
they can’t. But if they’ve closed the waiting list 
they’ll never know. And to be honest, I want 
to know. Is it the cost? The waiting list? Or 
something else?

To help with this endeavour a friend suggested 
that a Survey Monkey survey could be posted 
on Facebook. So that’s what I did. (NB if you get 
more than 100 responses it costs £35 a month...
bit of a catch..!) The survey was posted on 7 
Facebook groups, collecting 153 responses. 
110 didn’t use the GWCS and of those 62 didn’t 
because the waiting list was closed – only 5 
were on the list! 99 people left comments, and 
some of these should make EHDC hang its head 
in shame: disabled people; elderly residents 
who couldn’t drive; people who’d moved from 
another area and were comparing the service 
(like me). It made very interesting reading. 
There was a lot of passion poured out in some 
comments. It really opened my eyes.

But it was the article that came out in the 
Herald in June that made the difference. The 
next day EHDC stated via my councillor that a) 
I was now on the waiting list and b) when the 
new contract starts everyone who wants to have 
the GWCS can have it, with NO restrictions! So 
finally, our Council is going to meet one of the 
significant needs of its customers – hooray!

If anyone wants the service they should call 
0300 300 0013.
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Progress is being made with Network Rail 
(NR) regarding restoration of the 1890s timber 
heritage footbridge at Alton Station. The current 
Friends of Alton Station (FAS) strategy is to 
have the main footbridge span over the railway 
removed in one unit and set down in the station 
car park where it can be carefully dismantled 
and removed for renovation.

This deviates from NR’s preferred approach to 
cut up the old bridge into manageable chunks 
and safely remove it from the site. In order 
to demonstrate to NR that the FAS strategy 
is practical FAS have employed specialist 
structural engineers to establish a safe method 
of bridge removal and associated analysis. 

FAS appointed independent structural engineers 
Andun to develop options and provide supporting 
calculations for removal of the existing heritage 
footbridge in such a way to enable its restoration. 

A good meeting was held with Network Rail 
and their contractor Osborne at the end of May 
2019 to discuss the Andun proposals. The FAS 
concept was acknowledged to be a practical 
solution and now a formal submission needs 
to be ‘Approved In Principle’ by NR Engineers. 
Additionally NR with Osborne are to provide a 
final ‘extra over’ price for removal of the whole 
span to the car park, with a view to reaching 
agreement in July 2019.

NR have advised that the removal of the old 
bridge should be in Spring 2020. 

Following renovation the strategy is to reinstate 
the bridge in its current location. This however 
will be a significant challenge as reinstatement 

needs to meet current NR standards and 
installation will need to be approved and 
supervised by NR Engineers. 

Ongoing maintenance of the reinstated heritage 
bridge also remains to be resolved between 
stakeholders.

Meanwhile representatives of the Alton 
Society, Walk Alton, and FAS have been having 
discussions with South Western Railways (SWR) 
with a view to establishing a Community Rail 
Partnership (CRP) in the Alton area. The benefits 
of a CRP include

• working with SWR to improve the ambiance 
and environment for all at Alton Station, 

• Highlighting local events and facilities 
including route marking/sign-posting.

• Highlighting local walking including way 
marking and maps at the station.

Working with the established CRPs and SWR 
gives access to grants for well-deserved local 
initiatives.

Initially the strategy is to ‘adopt’ Alton Station 
working with SWR and established groups like 
Alton Local Food Initiative to improve the station 
ambience and local environment. Subsequently, 
the ambition is to encourage other local 
communities to join the initiative, in particular 
around Bentley station, to form the basis of an 
Alton Line CRP.

Anyone who would like to help with this CRP 
initiative be it on an ad hoc basis with working 
parties at the station or with a more committed 
role should contact Paul Ebbutt at paulebbutt1@
gmail.com.

Alton Station heritage footbridge
by Paul Ebbutt
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A number of Alton’s residents who share a 
concern about the increasing traffic on the 
town’s roads and the problem of speeding 
motorists have got together to form the Alton 
Community Speed Watch group. 

Drawn from various parts of the town, the 
members of Alton Community Speed Watch 
(ACSW) have been motivated by problem 
speeding ‘hot-spots’ in or around their own 
neighbourhoods. The team is focussing 
particular attention on main thoroughfares 
such as the 30mph limits on Anstey Road, 
Basingstoke Road but also residential ‘rat-runs’, 
such as the Ridgeway, King’s Road and Victoria 
Road as well as town centre 20mph zones.

Community Speed Watch is an educational 
scheme. It is considered as the first tier response 
to speeding issues and enables members of 
the local community to become police support 
volunteers and take action against speeding on 
the roads in their area.

Volunteers use equipment that can monitor 
the speed of passing traffic and then record the 
details, later adding them to a database. Checks 
are then undertaken by the police and letters sent 
to the registered keepers of offending vehicles 
advising them of their speed and reminding 
them of why it is a community concern.

If a problem persists, it can be escalated to tier two. 
This means that enforcement can be undertaken 
by the neighbourhood policing teams who will 
pay a home visit to the offending motorist.

Speed Watch activity is not about meddling in 
people’s lives but a pro-active solution to improve 
the safety and quality of life for everyone in the 
community. Some recent research observed 
that a 5% cut in average speed can result in a 
30% reduction in the number of fatal road traffic 
crashes, and pedestrians have a 90% chance of 
survival if hit by a car travelling at a speed of 20 
mph or below, but less than a 50% chance of 
surviving an impact of 30 mph or above.

Already the scheme is being embraced by the 
town’s motorists as a way of helping to keep 
Alton’s residents and their children safe. As 
development proceeds apace in the town, traffic 
levels will only increase and we believe Speed 
Watch will encourage motorists to behave 
responsibly and maintain Alton as a pleasant 
and safe place to live. Observing speed limits is 
key to that aspiration.

ACSW has an expanding pool of highly motivated 
volunteers but we’re always happy to welcome 
more community engagement. If you have a 
particular speeding problem in your area and 
you are prepared to put yourself forward as a 
volunteer and complete a short training session, 
contact our police coordinator and, subject to 
assessment and police approval, we could be 
down your way soon.

Contact Maria Jolliffe at maria.jolliffe@
hampshire.pnn.police.uk if you are interested. 

Alton Community Speed Watch
Helping to keep Alton’s roads safe 
by Tony Souter, Alton Community Speed Watch Co-Ordinator 
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Shopping in the 1950s and early 1960s
by Bob Booker

“Can you go round the shop, Rob, and get a 
packet of tea?” – a common request from my 
Mum. We lived in Westbrooke Road. Going 
round to the shop meant a walk to Mrs Phillips 
in Ackender Road. This was our convenience 
store in the late-1950s and the shop formed 
part of a building that included a garage around 
the back. Incredibly, the garage is still there. 
Mrs Phillips was a lovely lady, always helpful 
and the shop had almost everything. You could 
purchase food (often in loose containers and 
the goods would be put in brown paper bags), 
household items like soap powder, matches 
and Brillo pads. 

Such small shops were dotted around the town 
and another favourite one for me, my sisters 
and friends was the corner shop at the junction 
of Tanhouse Lane and Amery Hill. Mr and Mrs 
Powell ran the shop and it was brilliant for all 
those sweets we loved to consume. Do you get 
a bit misty eyed when you think of Jamboree 
bags, penny chews and gobstoppers? I am 
sure the shop keepers were in league with the 
local dentists who had a thriving business 
repairing all those teeth attacked by the 
sugars in the sweets. Occasionally I ventured 
to the Chauntsingers store on the corner of St 
Lawrence Road and Chauntsingers, but this 
was a little out of our way. 

All of these have now gone and two of the 
buildings are residential properties. Given 
current shopping trends I suspect a number 
of Alton’s High Street shops will also revert to 
their former use as much needed homes and 
flats.

In the High Street there were other stores that 
I recall with affection. The Home and Colonial 
on the corner of Turk St and the High St sold 
broken biscuits and lovely cheese cut by the 
wire on the slab to your order. The manager 
was the ever-tolerant Mr Dunford; his shop 
then became a much loved fish and chip shop 
where we could get a bag of batter scraps. It is 
now a modern unit selling wholesome nuts and 
healthy options. Towards Crown Hill on the left 
was Kingdons and they supplied the goods for 
all those who did “do it yourself” stuff; I was 
never any good at that so didn’t go in there 
that often but I did love Woolworths (Woolies as 
we called it). A shop with trays of items, often 
sweets again, they introduced the innovative 
idea of “pick and mix” bags which were very 
popular. This is now Mountain Warehouse and 
it retains the same entrance so have a good look 
at the floor tiles at the entrance to the store 
before you go in next time.

Alton in the 1950s used with kind permission of Memories of Alton, Facebook page
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Other services included Meadows in Lenten 
Street (now a café) where you could get all 
sorts of electrical goods and Mr Meadows was 
a great “mender” of electrical equipment. He 
would approve of the new repair café which is 
being set up in Alton to help us avoid throwing 
perfectly good items away as it is said they are 
not repairable. 

The supermarkets were greeted by Altonians as 
an improvement. Stores like Key Markets added 
an extra dimension to the retail experience with 
the variety of foodstuffs on offer. It was mainly 
foodstuffs and kitchen equipment. The retail 
sector was investing in bigger brighter stores so 
the smaller units gradually went out of business. 
Perhaps in town the last small convenience store 
was Bon Bons in Normandy Street, but you may 
know otherwise.

Come forward a number of years and Sainsbury’s 
applied to build on the other side of our new 
inner ring road and every effort was put into 
ensuring there was an attractive link to the 
older High St. In my opinion this has worked to 
some extent but now the car is king and all such 
stores revolve around providing free parking so 
that most of us can do a one-stop shop. These 
developed into stores where you can now get 
clothes, electrical goods, medicines, toys, DVDs 

together with fresh fish, bread and fruit, plus 
lots of packaged and frozen foods. The smaller 
independents were bound to struggle. It seems 
strange to think we once had a massive Co-Op 
furniture store, Currys and Woolworths. These 
have all gone. The present day has seen a big 
switch to units that provide services such as 
coffee, nail bars and hairdressers. These seem 
to flourish as we want them. 

For our Town I would like to see an indoor 
market set up and open on a daily basis. I have 
seen this done successfully in other towns of our 
size and they provide small bakers, butchers 
and small craft stalls plus much more. What do 
you think? Write and tell us your views.

I suppose what has happened is progress but I 
sense many of us are rethinking how we spend 
our money and this gives us power to change 
some of the policies of the big supermarkets. I 
need only mention the war on single-use plastic, 
and the control of the use of plastic bags to name 
just two examples. The use of plastic bottles will 
be controlled in the future by the new deposit 
system when it is introduced. That was exactly 
what happened when I used to go round Mrs 
Phillips all those years ago and collected money 
back for returning our Tizer bottles! It was a 
great way to buy more gobstoppers.

Alton Society at the Victorian Cricket Match
Our plans for this event required precision 
planning so that we maximised our opportunity 
to meet as many people as possible. It needed 
us to be at the Butts by 8.30am to set up 
our gazebo, put out our leaflets and to down 
our first coffee. Our long-standing and loyal 
member Mike Biddiss kindly allowed us to 
use his home for the occasional trip to the 
bathroom and he also ensured we were well 
supplied with much needed refreshments.

Then the “promotion” began (and so did the 
cricket) at 10am. The initial crowds were 
small and the weather was cloudy but dry 
with little wind. As the day went on then the 
crowds grew so that we were able to tell many 
of the visitors what we do for the Town. One 
supporter has described us as the conscience 
of the people! 

There was a lot of interest particularly in what 
we do in Flood Meadows to keep them in good 
condition. Our litter picks take place in the 
Town and some surrounding areas such as 
the Public Gardens. We organise them twice 
a year in the Spring and Autumn and they 
are very popular. The next one is September 
14th so make a diary note and come and help 

– it is great fun and helps 
to keep the Town free 
from litter. We displayed 
our ideas for the Coors 
Brewery site. The plans 
drew a lot of support from 
the visitors to our stall. 
We signed up a number 
of new members on our 
special rate of £5 for the 
rest of the membership 
year that ends in September.

Meanwhile the games were progressing and 
the eventual winners were Alton College who 
beat Bushey Leaze in the final. The event 
raised funds for Alton’s Counselling Service. 
The organisers did a great job and we look 
forward to being down the Butts again next 
year … 8.30am sharp.
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Friends of Flood Meadows – Community Action
Flood Meadows – Come and join the Friends of 
Flood Meadows to help with tidying, clearing 
litter and some maintenance. We meet at 
the Tanhouse Lane end of the meadows at 
10am on the third (3rd) Sunday of the month 
(next dates are 21st July, 18th August, and 
15th September 2019). It is a family-friendly 

group; children are welcome and it helps 
them to learn about our local environment. 
Bring gardening gloves and wellingtons – 
though we do have some spares! We always 
finish with a coffee or tea and if you are lucky, 
a chocolate biscuit.
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The Alton Climate Network and Energy Alton – Events
The Alton Society is proud to support the work and message of Energy Alton. Please do try to 
attend these forthcoming events:

Saturday 14th September, 10.00 am – 1.00 pm, Alton Community Centre
Alton Repair Café launches on 14th September. They will be 
holding their repair sessions on the 2nd Saturday of every 
month in the morning.  No charge will be made although 
donations will be welcomed to help cover the cost of room 
hire. The team are currently looking to raise funding from 
different sources.

They hope to have repairers to cover electrical goods, 
laptops, mechanical items, furniture, bikes, clothes and 
textiles.

This is a great new initiative in the town to reduce waste 
and greenhouse gas emissions – and help you to keep your 
favourite things in good repair.

Wednesday 18th September, 7.30 pm, Alton Community Centre
Energy Alton’s programme of public meetings at Alton Community Centre recommences with an 
evening on the climate crisis, featuring a talk about her experience with Extinction Rebellion by 
Eleanor Hill, who has taken part in some of their demonstrations in London.  The evening will 
also include the results of a survey of Alton citizens’ views on climate change and an update of 
the work of Alton Climate Action and Network. Free event, donations welcome.

Friday 20th September, 2.00 pm, Alton Community Centre
There is a talk on the subject of Global Warming hosted by the University of the Third Age. 
The speaker is Professor Tom Anderson from Southampton University, and guests (non U3A 
members) are welcome.  They just charge £1 towards the cost of a cup of tea.

Saturday 21st September, 10.00 am onwards, Alton Town Centre
Energy Alton is organising a display of electric vehicles in the Alton Classic Car Rally.  Owners 
and drivers will be there to show off their vehicles and answer your questions.

Saturday 19th October, 10.00 am – 1.00 pm, Alton Assembly Rooms
A Home Energy and Lighting Day is being organised by Energy Alton. There will be stalls and 
stands from local suppliers of renewable and energy-efficient technologies, including solar and 
air source heat pumps, and low energy lighting.  Also talks and Qs and As on renewable energy, 
new technologies such as batteries, and the climate crisis.  Free event, donations welcome.

Facebook: @AltonClimate Email: AltonClimateNetwork@Gmail.com

Offering a forum for concerned people from Alton and its villages
Undertaking lobbying and campaigning.  Encouraging new green projects in the area.

An initiative

supported by The Alton Society, Alton Local Food Initiative (ALFI), Alton Repair Cafe.
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Alton Society Litter Pick
Don’t forget that our next town litter pick will take place on 14th September 2019 – keep an eye 
on our Facebook page, website or Twitter for more details! 
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Please note that our website has more information on all the work our Groups 
are doing, so go to www.altonsociety.org.uk for further information.

Get in touch! 

 thealtonsociety@gmail.com 
or check our website for more information, updates, and more: 

www.altonsociety.org.uk 

Did you know we are also on Facebook and Twitter? 

  Have a look and give us a like! 

Guided Walks 
at Home Farm
Join our site manager on a fascinating 
guided walk to discover more about this 
peaceful haven for wildlife between 
Alton and Basingstoke. 

Friday 7 June and Friday 9 August. 
10am - 12.30pm. £10.

Booking essential at: 
woodlandtrusttickets.cloudvenue.co.uk/
guidedwalksathomefarm

The Woodland Trust 
logo is a registered 
trademark. The Woodland 
Trust is a charity 
registered in England and 
Wales number 294344 and 
in Scotland number 
SC038885. A non-profit 
making company limited by 
guarantee. Registered in 
England number 1982873.
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The Alton Society – Membership Application
I/we wish to become member(s) of the Alton Society

Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Second person at the same address (if desired*)

Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Address .............................................................................................................................................  Postcode ...........................

Telephone ......................................................... Email ...................................................................................................................
 (*A second person named at the same address becomes a full member of the Society for no additional subscription.)

The annual subscription of £12.50 is due on October 1st each year. You can use a bank transfer to our bank (details below) 
or return this form with your cheque or standing order mandate (see below) to:  

Bob Booker (Membership Officer), 76 Victoria Road, Alton GU34 2DE    e-mail: thealtonsociety@gmail.com
Your details will be held on computer.  By signing this form you consent to allow us to contact you by post, email and tele-
phone (occasionally), to further the objectives of the Society. These can be found on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk

Signed .......................................................................................... Date ........................................................................

STANDING ORDER MANDATE

To The Manager,  .................................................................................................... Bank plc

Address ................................................................................................................................... Postcode  .............................

I, .............................................................................................................  (full name) 
request you pay to The Alton Society, Account No. 00026566 at TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty 
Pence (£12.50) every year until further notice, starting on 1st October 20..... (please complete year).

My Account Number  .................................................................... Sort Code ................................................................

Signed .......................................................................................... Date ........................................................................

         Gift Aid  Please tick (✓) if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.

 Registered Charity No. 1077729

	  

Heron Chicks at Kings Pond, June 2019 [photo by James Carling]
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Committee members

Design and printed by TreloarPrint at Treloar College      print@treloar.org.uk    or    01420 547424

Space for personalised label
for hand-delivered copy.

Carol Palmer 07763 342045
Louise Parker 07966 450054
David Simpkins (Secretary) 83799
Simon Stoodley 84758
Penny Webster-Brown 84928

Bob Booker (Membership & Events)      83570
Nicky Branch (Chairman)       562698
Barbara Burfoot (Vice Chairman) 89553
Tony Cohen 82026
Rod Eckles 83539 
Brian Good 542819
Peter Holden (Treasurer) 549521

This edition of the newsletter has been edited by Nikki Bird

Join the Alton Society now – have a say and a role in the future of our town.
Use the form on the previous page or check our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
	  

Terrapins at Kings Pond, June 2019 [photo by James Carling]


