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SPRING 2019 NEWSLETTER Working together for the future of Alton

by Simon Jenkins – Director 
of Regeneration and Place, 
Havant Borough and East 
Hampshire District Councils

At the time of writing this, 
Alton residents have a 
chance to have their say 
on a document that will 
have a deep effect on the 
future development of 
Alton and the surrounding 
area. Its policies cover 

housing, employment, infrastructure and the 
environment.
Of course, the first of these, housing, and 
specifically the question of how many homes 
will be built and where they should go, will 

always attract the most attention. But the 
Local Plan has a broader impact than simple 
housing figures and it will have a far-reaching 
influence on the parts of the district it covers 
for the next 15 years or more. The response 
to it, to date, has been excellent.
The plan is currently at draft stage and there is 
still a lot of work to be done, but my planning 
team has performed near-miracles to get the 
plan to this point in such a short time. We 
started in mid-January 2018 and produced 
a fully-detailed draft, supported by a colossal 
amount of evidence, ready to be scrutinised 
by EHDC councillors in November 2018. It’s 
no mean feat to have completed in just 10 
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months the amount of work that normally 
would take at least two years.
Included in that work has been the long and 
laborious process of assessing sites suitable 
for development. We appealed for landowners 
to come forward with sites in the early part of 
2018 and then checked each and every one to 
gauge their merits. Our officers have visited 
hundreds of locations around the parts of the 
district covered by the plan, which excludes 
the South Downs National Park (SDNP) but 
decidedly includes Alton!
The review has come about because of a new 
Government directive that says all Local Plans 
should be looked at every five years; our current 
plan was adopted in 2014 so our new plan 
must be ready as close to May 2019 as possible 
– a tight deadline! Reviewing the Local Plan will 
mean that existing neighbourhood plans may 
have to be reviewed as well to stay up to date, 
leading to more work and more engagement 
for Alton Town Council to make sure its plans 
remain in alignment with the Local Plan.
The Government has also given us housing 
targets to achieve. The minimum number 
of homes to be delivered in the entire East 
Hampshire District from 2017 (when we began 
work on the plan) to 2036 is 11,566. This can 
look like an intimidating number, but the 
reality is more comfortable when account is 
taken of existing planning permissions, the 
amount to be taken by the SDNP, and small-

scale developments which will continue. 
So, we are left with around 3,700 homes to 
allocate – a much more manageable number.
We know that Alton has seen a significant 
level of development in past plans. In this plan 
just one major new site has been allocated 
to the town. Land next to Will Hall Farm, 
between Brick Kiln Lane and Basingstoke 
Road, has been allocated up to 250 homes. 
And this has been phased late in the plan, 
so we would not expect it to come forward for 
development before 2031 – or even later.
It is important to protect the town’s economy, 
so this plan includes policies designed to 
protect and promote the town’s retail heart by 
seeking to provide non-retail uses in the wider 
town centre where they will still contribute 
to the town’s vitality and viability. The plan 
also identifies a number of key employment 
sites that will be protected to safeguard the 
economic growth in the town.
The big challenge facing the Local Plan 
review is to create a document that meets the 
Government’s increased demand for homes 
and economic growth while also enhancing the 
area’s infrastructure, character, environment 
and heritage. This is a difficult balancing act 
and will require some compromises to be 
made; but with the support and engagement 
of residents during the current consultation, 
it is one we can achieve.

Chairman’s Corner
It’s good news that EHDC 
and the Town Council are 
going to work together 
on what I hope amounts 
to a regeneration of 
Alton. I’m not sure what 
opportunities there are 
for directing funds like 
LEP into Alton’s economy 
and infrastructure, but 
I’m absolutely certain 

that funding directed towards its community 
facilities and services will be welcome; and 
they will be particularly welcome and effective 
if such projects are selected, designed and 
delivered by Alton’s community. The same 
should apply to the 3-year package of £1.5 
million for Community Welfare announced 
(twice) by EHDC recently. 
To this end I have been arguing that all of 
the money equivalent arising out of Cala’s 
agreed property donation (worth a minimum 
of around £3.5 million) should be placed 
as soon as possible in a charitable Trust 
Fund, to be augmented later by some EHDC 

property disposals in Alton. This Trust would 
be controlled and managed by local trustees, 
with strong support from EHDC officers and 
councillors who have been involved in the 
regeneration of Whitehill & Bordon.
Such a charitable trust should be able to 
attract sponsorships and matched funding to 
boost the initial monies from Cala and EHDC. 
So, what is needed now is a) a reliable view of 
the minimum early funding available and b) 
a really comprehensive, justified and precise 
list of the currently un-met needs of Alton’s 
community organisations in terms of spaces 
and financial support. Alton already has 
some spare capacity of community facilities; 
but this exercise may well identify need for 
some new-build space, and it may also show 
that financial support for rented space might 
meet needs sooner and more economically. 
If I were still a District Councillor I would have 
pushed for a modest increase in the precept 
for 2019-2020 to help support community 
provision – but at least I can be glad that it 
has not been further reduced! 

Nicky Branch
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Dear Editor,

I have a few questions about cars, and I wonder whether Alton Society members can help.

I cycle and walk around town quite a bit, and drive sometimes, too. I am a very careful road user and aim to be 
courteous and alert. I am sure the vast majority of other road users would say the same about themselves.

So, who is it that parks on pavements, across cycle lanes, over double yellow lines, across give-way lines, right up 
to and around junctions, opposite junctions, on blind corners, at the crest of a rise or hill? I see many examples of 
all of these every day. Have we forgotten that laws apply to us, that the highway code still exists, that thought and 
consideration need to be applied, even concerning our cars?

I have on several recent occasions sat in a town centre café, right alongside two ‘disabled’ parking spaces. I have 
watched a continuous stream of cars that aren’t displaying the Blue Badge, constantly occupy these spaces, the 
owners spending anything from two minutes to half an hour doing their thing that was so important, presumably 
thinking, ‘I’m only staying for a minute or two, and anyway the space was free’. With this continuous stream of 
people parking in these spaces ‘for only a few minutes’ these spaces were never free for more than a few seconds. At 
no point did I actually see a driver displaying the Blue Badge – but then they were never free… Who were all these 
other drivers, then? What entitles them to think like this? I am not sure ‘think’ is the right word.

Despite all the tens of thousands of pounds spent making many roads around the town 20mph zones, I see cars 
blasting around as usual (many at 40mph or more, I estimate) – so much so that the ones doing about 20mph are 
very obvious and quite rare. What was the point of all that expenditure if everyone (else – not you nor I, obviously) 
just ignores it all anyway? What was the point of changing the law on these roads when no-one seems to enforce it, 
either? And a November report from the Department of Transport analysed 12 such 20mph zones around the country 
and concluded that average driving speeds in these zones had decreased by less that 1mph (cynically I am thinking 
that’s a reduction from, say, 38mph to 37.5mph). So what’s the point of these zones again?

And then there’s the sheer number of cars. I am sure there are more and more each year – and it’s not just because 
of more houses – I reckon there’s more per house. Why does a family of four need five cars, say? And if people are 
fortunate enough to have a garage, what is in that garage if not a car? Why is that? 

We are building huge estates now with the obvious aim of attracting even more cars into use. For example, the large 
estate covering the fields beyond Greenfields (hah!) Avenue – near Will Hall Farm – has within close walking distance 
no shop, no pub, no place of worship, no leisure facilities, no communal meeting space or hall, no primary school. 
Result? More cars … and once people are driving, they might as well drive further … so why not go to where there 
are still more shops, rather than Alton? And the parking is often cheaper or free, of course. We seem to be happy to 
accept a designed-in dependency on our cars. Why is that?

And the school run. It’s obviously not safe for our lovely children to walk to school – it’s too far, there’s weather out 
there, there’s murderers, paedophiles and grooming gangs everywhere, and anyway there’s so much traffic it’s just 
not safe – so we drive them to school. And we moan about it, don’t we? And did you read those awful reports about 
air quality in towns and how it’s so dangerous for our children? That’s just awful, isn’t it?

Cars – enabling us to have the freedom of the road, as long as everyone else isn’t doing the same.

Anyway, time for my meds and a lie-down.
Jerry Cullum
Greenfields Avenue, Alton

What’s on your mind? Share your insights on problems 
and solutions within our community, or give us some 
feedback. Letters will be edited for content and 

clarity. All letters must have the writer’s name. You 
may send your letters to: thealtonsociety@gmail.com 

or 76 Victoria Road, Alton, GU34 2DE
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Planning Matters
Simon Jenkins’ front page article on the 
Local Plan revisions gives a clear idea of the 
amount of work that has been involved in 
getting the draft plan ready for the current 
public consultation.  As we proceed with 
scrutinising the draft in detail (insofar as 
it affects Alton), it is only fair to recognise 
the enormous effort put in by the planning 
officers, and they are to be congratulated on 
getting to this stage in such a short timescale.

Of course the draft’s content is a different 
matter, and we have already identified 
areas where we need to see tighter policies, 
and clearer direction for developers, for 
example on sustainable development and 
low carbon housing deign, and the greater 
emphasis needed in protecting the edges of 
our town from inappropriate and insensitive 
development.  

Once the feedback from the current 
consultation exercise has been considered 
there will be a second round of consultations 
through the Summer months.

Meanwhile, there have been some important 
planning decisions:

Lynch Hill. In our last edition we referred to 
two applications to develop this employment 
site. Since then, 49776-002 (proposing access 
from Montecchio Way) has been refused, and 
49776-003 (access from Waterbrook Road) 
was approved. On the face of it this is good 
news, but a further complication is a proposed 
extension to the allocation to include the 
entire 14.3 ha site, in the new draft Local 
Plan. We are responding to this as part of 
our LP submission, highlighting some of the 
serious issues, such as access arrangements, 
and landscape/skyline impact.

South Alton Plan. In December, the 
EHDC Planning Committee approved 
the Reserved Matters application for the 
Land East of Selborne Road site (Borovere 
Farm) – a deplorable decision in our view.  
Especially disappointing was the lack of any 
representation from Town Council, given 
the number of unresolved issues relating to 
skyline impact and open space provision. 
We are hoping for a better outcome from the 
Lord Mayor Treloar Hospital site, although 
the applicant’s submission of 60+ additional 
documents in December appear to do little to 
address the impact on the butterfly meadow, 
or deficiencies in the overall layout and 
design.

22 Vicarage Hill Ref: 57981. This application 
was for three houses to replace the one that 
exists, in this very exposed location in the 
town’s conservation area.  Although we saw 
considerable merit in the overall design, we 
objected to the cramped nature of the layout, 
and the flawed parking arrangements, 
and have suggested two houses as a much 
more acceptable arrangement. The EHDC 
Conservation Team have also objected. At the 
time of writing a decision is still awaited.

11 Basingstoke Road Ref: 34677.  This 
proposed a new dwelling at the rear of site. We 
saw it as an extremely poor piece of backland 
development, threatening to severely impact 
the street scene along the affected stretch of 
Princes Drive where access to the site was 
proposed, and we – along with a number of 
local residents – lodged a strong objection.  
We are pleased to see that the application 
has since been withdrawn.

Rod Eckles, BEG Chairman

Tune in for updates on
Wey Valley Radio 101.1 FM
Don’t forget to tune in to WVR 101.1 FM, our 
local community radio station. The Alton 
Society has a regular slot on the airwaves 
every Tuesday at 10am where we discuss 
current issues in the town, and elsewhere. 
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Did you know 
that electricity generation is responsible for a third of our total CO2 emissions? 
Do you buy your domestic electricity from a 
‘100% renewables’ supplier? If not, have you 
thought about switching? In the past, the 
potential cost has put a lot of people off, but 
renewable (non-oil or gas) generation is now 
far more competitive – and in many cases 
cheaper – than energy purchased from the 
big fossil-fuel suppliers. 

Here is a simple guide:

• For a full list of energy suppliers, go to 
http://electricityinfo.org/fuel-mix-of-uk-
domestic-electricity-suppliers/. From this 
you can easily see those that are 100% 
renewable. 

• To help you make the move, use a comparison website, such as uSwitch: https://www.
uswitch.com/gas-electricity/guides/green-energy-plans/. In uSwitch, fill in your details, 
then in the results page scroll down to ‘Plan features’ on the left and select the ‘Green plans’ 
filter. You can then compare costs per kWh (kilowatt hour) between different suppliers.

And – following the recent decision by OFGEM to raise the energy price cap, it’s even more 
important to consider switching.

Let’s go green! We can make a difference!

Rod Eckles

Alton Community Speed Watch
by John Pritchard 

Alton Community Speed Watch

Alton Community Speed Watch consists of 
residents, who are concerned about the 
inappropriate speed of traffic, within various 
areas of our town.

Operating under the authority of Hampshire 
Police, volunteers are vetted and then trained 
in the operation of a Speed Indicator Device. 
These devices show the motorist their speed, 
in an attempt to educate & modify their 
driving. Any motorist who exceeds the speed 
threshold, has their details recorded using 
pen and paper, which are then passed onto 
the police for any subsequent action.

For further details, find us on Facebook: 
@AltonSpeedwatch

Anyone interested in joining our group, 
please contact:-
maria.jolliffe@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
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Alton – a town that welcomes walkers 
In January 2019, the 
community organisation 
“Walk Alton” was successful 
in regaining Walkers are 
Welcome (WaW) accreditation 
for the town. Walk Alton 
was started just over a 
year ago, motivated by the 
enthusiasm of local resident 
Helen Dudley, who believed 
strongly that reinstating 
WaW membership would 
have considerable benefits 
for Alton.

Walk Alton will be celebrating 
this achievement on 23 
March 2019 by inviting 
guests to a formal launch at 
the Allen Gallery.

Walk Alton was started by a group of local 
volunteers, bringing together representatives 
from local walking groups such as Walking 
for Health and Alton Ramblers, and from 
Alton Town Council and local businesses. 
The group aims to support and develop 
walking activities in the Alton area, both for 
recreation and to support local initiatives to 
improve people’s health, and to work with 
the local community, businesses, walking-
related organisations and local authorities.

WaW is a nationwide, community-led 
network of accredited towns whose purpose 
is to develop and promote walking, in areas 
with something different to offer. This non-
profit-making initiative was launched in 
2007 to encourage towns and villages to be 
welcoming to walkers. WaW now has over 
100 member towns, and has a steady flow of 
applications for membership.

WaW aims to help towns and villages to 1) 
be attractive for walkers, with excellent 
information on local walks; 2) ensure that 
footpaths and facilities for walkers are 
maintained, improved and well signposted; 
3) contribute to local tourism plans and 
regeneration strategies; 4) promote the health 
benefits of walking and increase participation, 
and 5) encourage the use of public transport.

Part of Walk Alton’s bid to get Alton reinstated 
as a WaW town, was to demonstrate that 
there was local support for the initiative. So in 

Summer 2018, Walk Alton met local business 
groups, gathered feedback from participants 
in the Alton Walking Festival, and took a stall 
at events such as the Regency Day market 
and the charities fair in the Allen Gallery 
garden. The response was overwhelmingly 
positive.

Alton and its surrounding villages have 
something to offer walkers of all abilities and 
ages, whether they want to explore the town 
or stroll through the bluebells in Ackender 
Wood, to those who want the challenge of 
– for example – the Writers’ Way (Chawton 
to Selborne), or the Alton Six Hills Walk, or 
the Hangers Way, or access the St Swithun’s 
Way (Winchester to Farnham). The success 
of Alton’s annual Walking Festival in May, 
is indicative of how popular the area is with 
walkers, whether they are local or visiting.

Walk Alton is fortunate to have the generous 
support of Alton Town Council, The Alton 
Society, and East Hampshire District 
Council. Walk Alton’s new website, supported 
by Alton Town Council, will be going live in 
March 2019. The initiative has also had the 
involvement of Basingstoke & Alton Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Centre, Alton Matters, Alton 
U3A, the Watercress Line – and many others. 
Thanks for your support!

Fiona Lapraik
Chair, Walk Alton
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The Fabulous 50s…? 

Crown Hill, Alton in 1955 used with kind permission 
of Memories of Alton, Facebook page

Many readers have claimed to enjoy my 
occasional articles of nostalgia, so for their 
benefit I’ve stepped into that time machine 
again, to look back at life for me in the 1950s 
and 60s.

As a 10-year-old whose father had just died, 
I was part of a single parent family: four 
siblings plus Mum. Money was inevitably 
tight, as then there weren’t the support 
networks, other than what was offered by 
friends or relatives. 

My mother worked as a cook, hairdresser and 
barmaid. We lived in rented accommodation, 
with an outside toilet and a coal shed. There 
was no internal bathroom, so we made do 
with a bath in the kitchen. This had a lid on 
it, which doubled up as a kitchen surface 
when the bath was not in use. Washing was 
done by hand, but eventually Mum bought 
an automated wringer for the clothes. This 
was achieved by borrowing money, as in 
those days a woman on her own could not 
receive credit. I remember Mum having to ask 
a male neighbour if he would countersign her 
application, and even then she had to find a 
deposit for the loan. Eventually she was able 
to buy a washing machine and spin dryer 
which revolutionised wash day; yes – there 
was a special day for washing!

As children, our imaginations were stimulated 
by playing outdoors and turning the local park 
into an “Olympic Park”, a football or cricket 
pitch. My sisters joined in with most of these 
enterprises. Now it amazes me to think of the 
hours we spent by ourselves, unsupervised, 
in the local park, until called in for bed. No 

smartphones for us! We did not even 
have a land line and the radio was a 
major source of entertainment.

I loved the new TV series for children. 
Most of us enjoyed the American cowboy 
stories: remember Rawhide, Bonanza, 
Maverick? I was fascinated by humanity’s 
tentative steps towards travelling in 
space; both radio, and later TV, reflected 
this new genre for adventure. HG Wells 
had predicted much before, but now we 
could imagine travelling to the moon 
and to Mars. I loved Patrick Moore’s 
novels on these subjects, but also the 
Eagle comics with the dreaded Meckon 
and the hero Dan Dare!

There were areas of Alton into which, as a 
child, you did not venture! Yes, 10-year-olds 
then did have no-go areas. Yet I always felt 
that, despite our lack of income, we seemed 
so much better off than others in the town. 
Our diet was varied, although the occasional 
beef dripping sandwich was used to fill us 
up! Most days Mum served up a traditional 
meal, with fish on Fridays and some form 
of roast on Sundays. Monday was often 
bubble and squeak. Chicken was considered 
a real luxury. There were no supermarkets, 
and the licensing hours were very strict. No 
shops would open on a Sunday. More people 
went to a church service than do today, and 
some Sundays the Salvation Army band even 
marched down our street to the sound of 
stirring hymns. 

Looking back, I don’t think I wear rose-tinted 
glasses. Improvements were made: houses 
modernised by our landlord, with the luxury 
of an indoor bathroom and toilet added to our 
home. We no longer heard the sound of the rag 
and bone man outside, and the mobile shop 
just stopped coming. Supermarkets started 
to supply goods which we thought amazing, 
although this in turn led to the demise of 
many of the traditional shops, particularly 
when the bigger stores expanded their range 
of goods beyond food and drink.

Has life been improved by all the current 
technical advances? As a 67-year-old, on 
balance, I believe it has, but it doesn’t stop 
me from occasionally jumping into that time 
machine to look at how my life once was!

by Bob Booker
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Spring Litter Pick 
Saturday 30th March 2019
The Alton Society will be running another Spring Litter Pick on Saturday 30th March 
2019, for two hours maximum, 10-12pm, meeting outside the old Post Office on Alton 
High Street. 

Previous litter picks have seen fantastic turnouts, allowing us to have groups working 
across the town. Litter picks, high-vis jackets and litter sacks will be provided. If you’re 
planning to join us, please wear gloves. This event is suitable for all the family, though 
children must be accompanied by an adult. 

If you have an hour or so to spare on 30th March, please join us. This is usually a very 
sociable and enjoyable event with important practical results for our town. 

Tomorrow 
A small group, spear-headed by three of 
the Energy Alton committee, recently met to 
discuss how they might raise awareness of 
the Climate Crisis. 

The most immediate event is the showing of the 
film ‘Demain’ (‘Tomorrow’) at Alton Maltings 
on Friday 22nd March. The evening starts at 
6.00pm with a drink and refreshments, the 
film will start at 6.30pm and lasts two hours, 
and there will be an opportunity to talk about 
it afterwards. It is free but donations to help 
cover costs will be welcome.

Energy Alton showed the film at one of their 
regular meetings last autumn and it was so 
well received that it was agreed it should 
have a wider showing in collaboration with 
the Alton Society and ALFI (Alton Local Food 
Initiative). The Winchester group, Action on 
Climate Change (WinACC) have just shown 
it to over 200 people and have described it 
as uplifting and inspiring. It shows projects 
and movements created around the world by 
individuals and groups in response to global 
challenges in agriculture, energy, economy, 
democracy and education. 

 

The Alton Society, Energy Alton and the Alton Local Food Initiative 

PRESENT 

 

FRIDAY 22 MARCH 2019, 6.00 pm 

TOMORROW  THE FILM 
 ALTON MALTINGS, Maltings Close, GU34 1DT 

 
Tomorrow (Demain) is an 
inspirational and much-praised 
film about living better and 
reducing global warming - your 
children’s & grandchildren’s 
future. It showcases practical, 
proven solutions to ecological, 
social and economic problems 
in 10 countries, including the 
UK.  The film has hugely 
boosted community-led 
initiatives around the world. 

 
Food and drink available, 

 and time to talk afterwards 
Free event, donations welcome
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Come and join the Friends of Flood Meadows 
to help with tidying, clearing litter and some 
maintenance. We meet at the Tanhouse Lane 
end of the meadows at 10am on the third 
(3rd) Sunday of the month (next dates are 
21st April, 19th May, and 16th June 2019). 

It is a family friendly group; children are 
welcome and it helps them to learn about our 
local environment. Bring gardening gloves 
and wellingtons - though we do have some 
spares! We always finish with a coffee or tea 
and if you are lucky, a chocolate biscuit.

Friends of Flood Meadows
Community Action

The Alton Society is proud to support the 
work and message of Energy Alton. Please 
do try to attend this forthcoming event:

Wed 15th May 2019, 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
Alton Community Centre, Amery Street, GU34 1HN

Consumer Culture, Circular Economy and Repair Cafés 
Talk and discussion on Consumer Culture, 
Circular Economy and Repair Cafés, 
by Steve Privett and John Pearce of the 
Farnham Repair Café. Since 2015, Farnham 
Repair Café has saved over 22 tonnes of CO2 
and diverted over two tonnes of materials 
from landfill. The circular economy closes 
material loops through better design and 
more efficient use of resources, avoiding 
built-in obsolescence. The talk will include 
an overview of the work of repair cafés in the 
UK (there are nearly 100).

Free entry (donations welcome)   Bar     All welcome
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Vox Pop
This issue we hear from one 
of Alton’s younger residents, 
14-year-old Taryn Bird.

I was born in Winchester in 
2005 and have lived in Alton 

my whole life. My first home was 
on Butts Road and I attended Little 
Den Pre-school and then The Butts 

Primary School. I am currently in 
Year 9 at Amery Hill.

I remember when I was little, having picnics 
in the town park in summer time. My mum 
would take me and my older sister to meet 
our friends and to watch the entertainment 
that was on each week – clowns and puppet 
shows, that sort of thing. In my memories 
it was always sunny and warm. I started 
Little Den when I was almost 3, and I am 
still friends and go to school with a lot of the 
kids I met there. I did ballet and swimming 
lessons at the sports centre for years. I don’t 
really go there that regularly now, but I think 
the new one being built is necessary and will 
be a nicer place to visit.

I play football for Alton FC; the Lionesses. We 
play all over Hampshire, but the best venue is 
our 3G pitch at Anstey Park, where we train 
on a Monday night and occasionally have 
matches. I recently completed the Baden-
Powell Award at Guides, which is the highest 
award you can receive in Girl Guiding. It took 
me two years to do, and I had lots of challenges 
to complete. My mum helped run a Rainbows 
unit at Hawkins HQ on Chawton Park Road, 
so since I was two I have been going there 
each week for Rainbows, then Brownies and 
Guides. I’ve really enjoyed it; we live in a great 
area for walking and exploring and putting 
our map reading “skills” to use. Each year I 
have marched in the Remembrance Parade 
in Alton; when I was 5 and a Rainbow I found 
it difficult to stand still for that long, but I got 
better at that over the years and have carried 
our unit flag a few times, which made me 
proud. I really like how the crowds of people 
that come to watch the parade seem to have 
got larger each year. It’s important that we 
remember the people that died and learn 
from that experience. 

When I go shopping with my friends we 
catch the bus to Basingstoke. I like to shop 

for clothes and make-up and although I do 
go into Alton, there is much more choice 
elsewhere. We usually go to the cinema in 
Basingstoke too; the Alton one is cheaper, 
but we’d rather pay a bit more for a nicer 
venue. My friends and I meet up in the park 
in summer, but don’t like it when older 
people assume we are misbehaving, when 
really, we are only hanging out and would 
never damage anything or intimidate anyone. 
I don’t like that a minority of badly-behaved 
kids in the town make some shops we go into 
suspicious of us. 

I live on the edge of Flood Meadows now; my 
school is 5 minutes’ walk away, and we walk 
our dog round the meadows every day. I like 
living here as I can walk everywhere I need to 
be. When I’m free I come along to the Alton 
Society’s Friends of Flood Meadows sessions 
that run each month. I usually do litter 
picking and fill up far too many bags. 

I like that I feel safe here – I can meet up with 
friends easily, but more things for teenagers 
to do would be good. Right now, I like living 
in Alton, but I don’t know if I’ll live here when 
I’m older; I suppose that will depend on where 
I end up studying and working. 
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The Alton Society Grants Policy
The Alton Society Grants Policy is designed 
to help local organisations promote new 
projects or support existing ones. It can be 
used to start up a new group, for example. 

Chairman Nicky Branch has been pushing 
for this: “We have funds available, which can 
be put to good use in our community. The 
usual upper limit will be £250 per grant, and 
the application must tie in with the Society’s 
aims. I hope this new community grant will 
be welcomed and well used.”

A spokesperson for the Society’s Community 
Group is delighted that this Grants Policy 
has been accepted and is looking forward to 

receiving its first application. He added, “In 
the past we have helped small groups such 
as Wey Valley Radio to buy equipment, and 
supported the Friends of Alton Station in 
trying to save Alton’s historic railway bridge. 
This new policy will help us decide who needs 
assistance, and it will guide applicants on 
what they need to do to apply.”

The qualifying criteria and the application 
form can be found on our website. Go to www.
altonsociety.org.uk and look on the Home 
Page for the application form and the policy. 

We look forward to hearing from you!

by Bob Booker
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Many hands make light work ...
... and we could certainly use some more here at the Friends of Flood Meadows. Perhaps 
coming along to our monthly conservation sessions is difficult due to other commitments, 
so how about you support our work at the Meadows in a different way? 

We would like to engage more with other organisations in the local area, such the Scouts 
and the Girl Guide Association, among others, and a volunteer to help arrange this would 
be an enormous help. 

Access to email and a phone, and a small amount of spare time are all that you need. 

If you’d like to hear a little more about what’s involved, please drop us an email: 
thealtonsociety@gmail.com 
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Please note that our website has more information on all the work our Groups 
are doing, so go to www.altonsociety.org.uk for further information.

Get in touch! 

 thealtonsociety@gmail.com 
or check our website for more information, updates, and more: 

www.altonsociety.org.uk 

Did you know we are also on Facebook and Twitter? 

  Have a look and give us a like! 

A note from our Tree Warden
Free advice on any aspect concerning 
trees is another benefit of Alton 
Society membership, for land within 
the boundaries of Alton town. 
Contact the Membership Secretary 
to be put in touch (01420 
83570).

Tree wardens are part 
of a national network 
and most parishes have 
such wardens. For areas 
outside Alton, refer to the 
relevant Parish Council. 
For trees on land within 
Alton, contact the current 
membership secretary, 
as always, listed on 
the back page of this 
publication, and the tree 
warden will get in touch.

Recommendations for tree 
work contractors cannot be 
given, but East Hampshire 
District Council publishes a 
list of such firms. Go to www.
easthants.gov.uk/planning and then select ‘Heritage and 
Trees’. The list can be found at the foot of the page. 
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The Alton Society – Membership Application
I/we wish to become member(s) of the Alton Society

Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Second person at the same address (if desired*)

Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Address .............................................................................................................................................  Postcode ...........................

Telephone ......................................................... Email ...................................................................................................................
 (*A second person named at the same address becomes a full member of the Society for no additional subscription.)

The annual subscription of £12.50 is due on October 1st each year. You can use a bank transfer to our bank (details below) 
or return this form with your cheque or standing order mandate (see below) to:  

Bob Booker (Membership Officer), 76 Victoria Road, Alton GU34 2DE    e-mail: thealtonsociety@gmail.com
Your details will be held on computer.  By signing this form you consent to allow us to contact you by post, email and tele-
phone (occasionally), to further the objectives of the Society. These can be found on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk

Signed .......................................................................................... Date ........................................................................

STANDING ORDER MANDATE

To The Manager,  .................................................................................................... Bank plc

Address ................................................................................................................................... Postcode  .............................

I, .............................................................................................................  (full name) 
request you pay to The Alton Society, Account No. 00026566 at TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty 
Pence (£12.50) every year until further notice, starting on 1st October 20..... (please complete year).

My Account Number  .................................................................... Sort Code ................................................................

Signed .......................................................................................... Date ........................................................................

         Gift Aid  Please tick (✓) if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.

 Registered Charity No. 1077729

	  

Flood Meadows in February 2019 – photo by Nikki Bird
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Committee members

Design and printed by TreloarPrint at Treloar College      print@treloar.org.uk    or    01420 547424

Space for personalised label
for hand-delivered copy.

Peter Holden (Treasurer) 549521
Louise Parker 07966 450054
Mark Penfold 
David Simpkins 83799
Simon Stoodley 84758
Penny Webster-Brown 84928

Bob Booker (Membership)      83570
Nicky Branch (Chairman)       562698
Barbara Burfoot (Secretary) 89553
Tony Cohen 82026
Martyn Dell (Vice Chairman & Publicity) 82978
Rod Eckles 83539 
Brian Good 542819

This edition of the newsletter has been edited by Nikki Bird

Join the Alton Society now – have a say and a role in the future of our town.
Use the form on the previous page or check our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
	  

The Butts railway bridge is no more – photo by Nikki Bird


