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Draft Minutes of the 47th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Alton 
Society held at the Alton House Hotel on 18th November 2017 

 

The Chairman welcomed the members. (An attendance list is enclosed with these 
Minutes in the Minute Book) The presentation of the award for Outstanding Service 
to the Community was deferred to a later meeting because the recipient Mike Heelis 
was not able to be present at the AGM.  

1 Apologies for Absence had been received from Diane Wood, Ray Wood, David 
Lonsdale, Mike Heelis, Damian Hinds, Penny Webster-Brown, Gillian Stanton, Peter 
Holden, Tony Cross, Martyn Dell, Sue Dell, Louise Parker, David Farr, Ros 
Dickinson, Helen Grant Ferguson, Hugh Bethell, John Hubbard, Sue Hubbard and 
David Simpkins. 

2 Approval of the Minutes of 2016 AGM was proposed by Bob Booker, seconded by 
James Willis and approved unanimously. 

3 Matters Arising There were no matters arising. 

4 Management Committee Reports  

• Reports to Members All the reports from the Chairman, the Natural 
Environment Group, Membership and Events, the Built Environment Group 
and the Sustainability, Greening and Environment Group had been presented 
to members in writing at the meeting. There were no questions on the reports. 

• The Treasurer’s Report was available to members in writing and was 
presented to the meeting by Bob Booker in the absence of the Treasurer, 
Peter Holden 

5 Approval of the Annual Accounts was proposed by Nicky Branch, seconded by 
Alan Orme and approved unanimously. 

6 Election of Officers and Committee 
• Officers – Nominations received: 

o Chairman – Nicky Branch 
o Vice Chairman – Martyn Dell 
o Secretary – Barbara Burfoot 
o Treasurer – Peter Holden 
o Membership Officer – Bob Booker 

Those nominated were elected as a group without dissent. 

• Committee Members standing for re-election: Brian Good, Louise Parker, Rod 
Eckles, Penny Webster-Brown, Nikki Bird and Tony Cohen were re-elected as 
a group without dissent 

• Members standing for election to the Committee: Simon Stoodley, David 
Simpkins and Mark Penfold were elected as a group without dissent. 
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7 Other previously notified business There was no other previously notified business. 

 

8 Open Forum started with a presentation by Julie McLatch, Business Development 
Manager, Alton Town Council (ATC)and East Hampshire District Council (EHDC). 
Julie started work in her present job in August 2016. She had a strong Alton 
background.  

Alton was a prosperous town with vacancy rates below the national average. It 
enjoyed a wealth of voluntary groups some of which including the Alton Society and 
the Alton And District Residents’ Associations were contributing to the Town Team. 
The Town Team had arisen out of the Open Forums. The ATC Grounds Team had 
been used to tidy the High Street before the summer and there had been additional 
planting and additional Christmas lights this year. Extra parking for coaches had 
been provided for the 200th anniversary of the death of Jane Austen. “Sitting with 
Jane” and the Jane Austen trail which had been backed by business had been very 
popular. There was evidence of visitors returning. The Walking Festival had been a 
great success. The Residents’ Welcome Pack was being delivered to new 
developments. ATC was offering retail improvement grants to improve premises and 
for staff training. There had been a successful apprenticeship morning for local 
employers and she was seeking to engage with schools and colleges to try to keep 
local talent in Alton. 

Ms McLatch felt that her tourism role with EHDC also benefitted Alton. James Willis 
and Simon Stoodley both pressed the case for a staffed Tourist Information Centre in 
Alton. Ms McLatch felt that an improved website and an app that could be 
downloaded to mobile phones was more important nowadays. Tony Cohen raised 
the issue of charging points for electric cars which had been promised but had yet to 
be provided. The following points were also raised in discussion:  

• Overnight parking should be provided for motor homes 
• The around the town bus services were inadequate. There was no bus 

service up Windmill Hill.  
• There were problems with parking and with traffic in general 
• The no. 64 route was now using hybrid buses 

There was a general feeling that Alton was “the poor relation” in East Hampshire, a 
view which Ms McLatch strongly refuted. She said that people in Petersfield felt that 
Alton was being favoured because of her role as the town’s Business Manager. The 
Chairman thanked Ms McLatch for her contribution to the meeting.  

The lack of water in the River Wey particularly at Flood Meadows was raised. Louise 
Parker from the Alton Society was looking at the problem. Councillor Pam Jones, a 
representative on the Northern Wey Trust said that water was not being extracted 
from the River Wey which was a winterbourne stream dependent on rainfall which 
had been very low recently.  

There was concern about provision for cyclists and pedestrians in the plans for the 
new Butts Bridge. 
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It was felt that the Alton Society should push for a new Community Centre which had 
been included in the Neighbourhood Plan. Culverton House on the Coors site was 
too small but it could serve some community use. Tony Cohen was involved in 
considering its future as a member of the Alton Buildings Preservation Society.  

Pam Jones mentioned the plans for the Six Hills’ walk around Alton, parts of which 
had been walked during the 2017 Walking Festival. 

The Mayor, Dean Phillips, told the meeting that it was a massive privilege to be 
Mayor of Alton. He had learned a great deal from the many voluntary community 
groups in the town. He could assure members that ATC and EHDC did listen and 
that it was important that everyone was pulling in the same direction to promote the 
wellbeing of Alton. 

The meeting closed at 12noon. 

 


