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CHAOS
LOOMS!!

Working together for the future of Alton

Chaos [keɪɒs] noun ... a state of
complete disorder and confusion.
An exaggerated term for what we
can expect on our roads over the
coming months?
We think not.
The exhibition on the 10th July
of the planned road works and
traffic diversions associated with
the rebuilding of the Butts Bridge
– a replacement which few believe
is necessary – confirms our worst
fears, and leaves us with far more
questions than answers.

The diversion plans in particular threaten
major disruption through the early part
of next year. How will the one-way local
diversion routes be policed, to avoid
adjacent roads being used as rat-runs?
Where will ‘Access Only’ signs be sited? How
are local bus services going to be re-routed?
These are just a few of the questions that
remain unanswered.
The policing of the HGV diversion routes
poses potentially even greater problems,
especially given their six months+ duration.
Traffic from Basingstoke travelling
southwards towards the A32 or A31 will be
required to travel via Farnham, and all the
way back to Alton along the A31. How are
local villages to be protected from traffic
taking short cuts? How will lorries reach the
Mill Lane industrial estate?
Whilst we’ve seen some improvements to
the design of cycle/pedestrian routes (we
will now have a proper footpath under
the bridge), there is little detail about
safe crossing points, or assurances about
the abrupt ends to cycle tracks. In short,
there’s no coherent plan for cyclists and

Painting by Pam Pell
pedestrians in this hugely important part
of the town as far as local transport is
concerned.
These issues arise largely because of the
absence of any public consultation process.
How we wish that the contractors had
invited input based on local knowledge and
experience, instead of inviting residents
simply to register ‘questions’ about this fait
accompli, and to lodge ‘complaints’ as the
need arises.
We would encourage members nevertheless
to comment as they think fit. Details
displayed at the exhibition should be
available on the website shown below:
Web: www.buttsbridgeroadworks.co.uk
As ever, we would welcome members’ views.
Email: thealtonsociety@gmail.com
Footnote: Regardless of the restrictions
caused by the bridge replacement, one of
the stated objectives is ‘remove the existing
bottleneck’. Really…? Time will tell.
by Rod Eckles

Read on!
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Chairman’s
Corner
June was a good month.
We had a really well
attended and interesting
Members’ Meeting; 11
new members joined up
at the Victorian Cricket
Match, and we received a
generous and completely
unexpected donation. I
think this shows that our efforts on behalf
of Alton are well appreciated, even though
the Committee would like to be able to show
more concrete, positive results for all these
efforts. This feeling of frustration is nothing
new – and we just have to keep battling
on as Churchill nearly said! In particular
I have no qualms about being openly and
fiercely critical of policies, decisions and
communications, provided that we are fair,
and can offer credible alternatives.
In my previous Chairman’s Corner I
expressed a wish that the Finance and

Whitehill/Bordon portfolios in EHDC
should be separated, to avoid conflicts of
interest and improve transparency. This
has now happened, with Finance now
handled by Guy Shepherd, an experienced
businessman. Let’s hope that this change,
supported hopefully in the up-coming
District elections, will lead to a more
balanced approach to local taxation and
community support. My other wish, i.e. for
an Alton “Tsar” to balance that of Whitehill/
Bordon, has not yet been realised. Maybe
the same elections will deliver something to
convince us that Alton is not the Cinderella
of EHDC, and not just the dumping ground
of large, unattractive housing estates and
sub-standard community facilities.
As a Trustee of other charities, I like to
see that any financial reserves which are
not needed for basic protection are used
constructively. The Society has such
reserves, and is now considering a scheme
for deploying modest grants to help local
community initiatives. Watch this space!
by Nicky Branch

A note from our Tree Warden

Free advice on any aspect concerning trees is another benefit of Alton Society membership,
for land within the boundaries of Alton town. Contact the Membership Secretary to be put in
touch (01420 83570).
Tree wardens are part of a national network and most parishes have such wardens.
For areas outside Alton, refer to the relevant Parish Council. For trees on land
within Alton, contact the current membership secretary, as always,
listed on the back page of this publication, and the tree warden will
get in touch.
Recommendations for tree work contractors cannot be
given, but East Hampshire District Council publishes a list
of such firms. Go to www.easthants.gov.uk/planning
and then select ‘Heritage and Trees’. The list can be
found at the foot of the page.

Also in this issue:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Another new Residents’ Association
Howzat! Victorian Cricket Match Report
Plastic – Reduce, Re-use, Recycle!
Awards – Nominations sought!
Vox Pop – Meet Maggie Tesolin
Feeling nostalgic at the cinema
Memories of Alton – Facebook page

• GDPR
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Happy Memories and Useful Tips
I have just enjoyed reading the Spring Newsletter
and wanted to contribute some feedback.

Local Road Maintenance within the Town
When we were preparing the Town Design
Statement ten years ago, we were well aware
of the lack of timely maintenance of some of the
smaller issues to do with our roads, signage and
pavements within the town. I think of potholes,
broken paving slabs (a danger to pedestrians),
blocked drainage gulleys, road signs either in
desperate need of a wash or obscured by foliage
(in both cases unreadable), and vegetation
obscuring sight-lines at road junctions. These are
relatively minor matters but all have safety aspects
and affect the appearance of the town.
In the Town Design Statement, the last paragraph
of Section 7 on page 40 reads
”….There is also a need for a locally-based
maintenance gang able to respond quickly to
damaged pavements and road signs, and to deal
with graffiti on bus shelters – and also to clean
road signs regularly and keep them clear from
being obscured by vegetation.”
We were unable to include this in our Design
Guidelines or Recommendations because we were
advised that these highway matters fell outside the
responsibilities of the Town and District Councils.
However that is now changing because there
is a movement to allow “community groups” to
undertake this type of work. The old roads ‘linkman’
of a hundred years ago returns, as reported in a
recent issue of “Transportation Professional”, the
monthly magazine of the Institution of Highways
and Transportation.
It would seem that we, as a Parish, are being given
the powers to undertake this work and give timely
warning to the roads authority of bigger issues
requiring their attention.
It would be good to see whether ATC and HCC can
be encouraged to set up our own ‘in town’ based
person or small gang to implement a service for the
timely corrections to the many small maintenance
problems that arise.
Edward Hepper
Alton

Water Saving Tips: Do not leave the tap running
when you clean your teeth – turn it off whilst
actually brushing them – you would be surprised
at how much water this saves! To see for yourself,
brush them over a bowl catching the water and see
how much you could have saved!
I feel that it would serve Alton much better if the old
Court House and Police station were demolished
because these buildings are a carbuncle and were
wrong on so many levels when built – let’s be more
innovative with our developments. Has anyone
contemplated a building that would draw the visitors
as well as being functional? What about a “round”
building with all the latest solar panels and energy
saving services. Could this be an option or pie in
the sky?
I loved the article Alton’s Public Gardens (Spring
2018) by Bob Booker because I was part of the
Westbrooke Road gang and I remember the best
“Rocket” ever transforming my travels and the
performance of a Summer Holiday in the bandstand
where people came and gave us one penny to
watch our show of songs by Cliff Richard and the
Summer Holiday film. I also remember on rainy
days sitting in the old shelter with my friend Julie
just listening to the old men sat the other end
reminiscing on their past lives, spitting every now
and then and some rolling their ciggies – although
that doesn’t sound so good, it was the fabric of
life in those days – and those life stories coloured
our imaginations. The flower beds were also jampacked with loads and loads of flowers – so many
that we could sneakily pick a few and take them to
school for our teacher and brighten her day. Thank
you for rekindling the memories.
Judy Talbot
Alton

What’s on your mind? Share your
insights on problems and solutions
with our community, or give us some
feedback. Letters may be edited for
content and clarity. All letters must have
the writer’s name.
You may send your letters to:

thealtonsociety@gmail.com
or 76 Victoria Road, Alton, GU34 2DE

Page 4

SUMMER 2018 NEWSLETTER

2018 Award Nominations Invited
This is the stage in the year when the Chairman invites nominations from Society members
for the Society’s ‘Individual’ and ‘John Ambrose’ awards.
2018

2017

2016

2015

Individual Award

John Ambrose Award

This was created ‘to acknowledge the
personal contribution made by an appropriate
individual towards work, voluntary or
otherwise, that has been of outstanding
value to the Alton community’.

Each year the Alton Society also aims to
give an award at the AGM to the best project
completed during the previous twelve months.
For this purpose we set up a viewing panel
made up from our committee members,
two co-opted ordinary members and a
representative of Alton Town Council. A
morning is set aside, usually in late October,
for viewing the candidates. The shortlist will
have been agreed just before this.

These contributions should relate to one or
more of the Society’s principal aims. These are:
• Stimulating interest in the past, present,
and future of Alton and district,
• Working for the preservation and
enhancement of local features
of particular historical, cultural,
environmental, and aesthetic importance,
• Promoting and encouraging the rational
and appropriate development of the Alton
area and its amenities,
• Acting as a focus for obtaining and giving
relevant information and advice and to
provide a forum for public discussion,
• Representing and advancing the views
of the Society on the said matters to the
authorities concerned as well as to the
wider community.
Recent recipients of the Award have been
Mike Heelis (2017), Anne Foulkes (2016)
and Pat Lerew (2015).
Members of the Society are now invited to
submit nominations for the 2018 Award –
details at the foot of this article.
Please support your proposal with a
note of up to about 150 words. It should
be stressed that all suggestions and
discussions will remain confidential to
the awarding Panel, which aims to reach
a decision in time for a presentation to be
made at the November AGM.
Please note that the rules exclude current
members of your Committee, and any
persons related to them, from being
considered as nominees for the Award.

Eligible projects might range from, for
instance, a piece of landscaping, the
refurbishment of a neglected building, the
extension or re-use of a building, or a new
building or development. It so happens that
in 2015 we gave the Award to a project that
combined more than one of these categories
– J D Wetherspoon in Ivy House.
We assess each project against a set of
criteria:
• Consistency and quality of design
• Materials and detailing
• Quality of execution
• Contribution to surroundings
• Contribution to the life of the town
Marks are awarded against each of these
and are then totalled.
We would like to hear from our members
with any suggestions as to suitable projects
for consideration together with how they
meet the above criteria.
Nominations for either or both awards
should be sent by 31 August at latest, to
Nicky Branch, current Chairman of the
Society:
by email: thealtonsociety@gmail.com or
by post: 76 Victoria Road, Alton, GU34 2DE
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Church Triangle Residents Association
We welcome the announcement of the
formation of a brand new Residents’
Association with an interesting name.
It covers a triangle of roads near to
St Lawrence Church and includes
Chauntsingers Road, St Lawrence Road,
Spitalfields and Youngs Road, plus a part of
Victoria Road.

The launch came about as residents had
become sick and tired of how their area was
affected by poor parking, litter, anti-social
behaviour and a lack of maintenance of
paths, pathways and roads. The Chairman
is Mark Lanchberry and Secretary, Marian
Allen. Both are a real driving force and with
the help of fellow residents they have set
up a dynamic committee that has already
achieved much and
this includes direct
action on cutting back
vegetation and pulling
out weeds along a
neglected path.
The Alton Society
has been involved in

an advisory capacity. One particular idea
that has been seized on enthusiastically
and which the group are organising, is
a Community Watch. The Watch will be
accredited and those involved will be
properly trained. It is intended to help
tackle some of the issues above raised by
residents. We wish them well!
by Bob Booker

Reduce, Re-use, Recycle!
by Karen L Booker

Plastic waste has become a topical issue,
with many easy-viewing environmental
programmes like Countryfile or Gardeners’
World looking at the challenges of reducing
its use, finding alternatives or clearing it
from our beaches and hedgerows.
As a gardener, I’m looking at toilet roll
inners, newspaper origami and terracotta
pots from the dump, while wondering how
hospital “sick bowls” might substitute as
seed containers, yet remain conscious that
my largest share of non-recyclable plastic is
plant pots. I tried returning them, washed,
to the various garden centres nearby, but
was told they cannot accept or re-use them
for fear of spreading horticultural disease...
If readers have ideas for successful
alternatives, do share them on by emailing
thealtonsociety@gmail.com and we can put
them on our website!
My other main plastic use comes from food
packaging. Iceland has announced it will be
finding non-plastic alternatives; Sainsbury’s
is already offering some recyclable

packaging, but needs to offer paper
rather than plastic bag rolls for fruit and
vegetables. Aldi, however, is falling behind.
I have been collecting up all their packaging
after use and, having washed it, returning
it to the store. The manager was becoming
somewhat frustrated and advised contacting
Aldi’s Customer Service. The generic email
reply I received did not answer my query of
why their packaging states both that it is
encouraging recycling but is “currently not
recyclable”! I continue to badger Aldi about
their oxymoron. Can other readers share
any tactics that work?
Reduce, re-use, re-cycle is the continuing
mantra, until an ecologically sound
alternative is created.
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A Particularly Satisfying Sunday…
by Nikki Bird

Take a look at these ‘before and after’ photos
taken 90 minutes apart during the Friends
of Flood Meadows gathering in June!
I was one of the 18 volunteers who helped
clear the river of Fool’s Watercress and
cut back the nettles along the path, so
can personally vouch for just how much
satisfaction we all felt at making a difference
to the area of which we are all so fond.

GDPR

Photos by Brian Good
We meet from 10-12pm on the third
Sunday of every month, year-round, and
are always very happy to see new faces.
Wellington boots, gloves and a willingness
to get stuck in are the only requirements
and tasks will be allocated to suit your
ability and preference. Children with wellbehaved parents or grandparents are also
very welcome, so feel free to bring the little
people along too.

A new regulation came into force from
25th May 2018 about the use and secure
storage of personal data. This is an update
to the previous Data Protection Act and
requires all organisations to show that we
handle information about you properly. The
new regulation is called the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR). We now also
need your consent to send you information
electronically, under the Privacy & Electronic
Communication Regulations (PECR).

ourselves such as Energy Alton and Alton and
District Residents’ Associations.

The data that we hold about you is your
name, postal address, email address, a
telephone and/or mobile number if you have
provided it and a note of relationship to any
other Alton Society member if you have made
us aware of this. We also hold your date
of joining or leaving and your subscription
record. We use your personal data to
administer our membership records and
accounts and to inform you of news, events
and activities including those of organisations
with the same objectives and interests as

If you are happy for us to communicate
with you by email or even occasionally by
telephone, we need to be able to demonstrate
our full compliance with the regulations by
holding a notice of your consent. You can
supply this by emailing us (thealtonsociety@
gmail.com) with your details (name/s and
telephone numbers) and the words “I/We
consent to the Alton Society contacting me/us
by email and/or occasionally by telephone”,
or by calling the membership secretary on
01420 83570.

Under the new regulation, the Alton Society
has a legitimate interest in holding and using
your personal data in a responsible way.
However, in order to communicate with you by
telephone and/or email we need your specific
consent to hold and use your personal data
in this way. A copy of the latest Statement
of Data Protection Policy is available on our
website.
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‘VOX POP’ – Maggie Tesolin
Maggie Tesolin is in the unique
position of being able to offer a
perspective on our town from both
a business and a personal point
of view. Here is what she has to
say.

My husband and I have been
running Bottega dei Sapori, the
Italian coffee shop on Crown Hill,
for the last 14 years. Prior to that
we ran Osteria Antica restaurant in
Amery Street for eight years.
We have one son, Francesco, who is a
student at Alton College.
When I’m not working in
the coffee shop I enjoy
outdoor swimming, but
I do train indoors too. A
couple of years ago I swam
to the Isle of Wight which
I really enjoyed and I have
also swum across Loch
Ness which was a little
colder but great fun. I do
a little running (compared
with my husband who is
an ultra-runner). I have to
date taken part in three
swim-runs with my sister.
My husband and I came
to Alton in 1995. I had
grown up in Lower Wield
but had gone to school
in Alresford. As children
we came to Alton to do
shopping on a Saturday and go to Adlam’s
bakery (where Prezzo was) for a cup of tea
and piece of cake. We had been running a
restaurant on Guernsey for five years and
had decided that we would like to come
back to the mainland. We looked at several
small towns in which to open a restaurant
and decided on Alton as there was a
suitable building and few restaurants here
at the time.
I think the way the town has changed since
we have been here is that lots of the familyrun shops that had been here for years have
closed due to retirement or people moving
away, but many shops have been filled
with young people opening new ventures.
We have had the new library, Waitrose,

M&S, and the expansion of Sainsbury’s.
It’s a pity about the brewery closing but I’m
quite excited about what will be built on
the site. It is a fantastic opportunity for the
town to do something really state-of-theart to complement the rest of the town and
to show that new and old can live happily
together.
The thing I most like about Alton is it is
so friendly and also because I always feel
you can get everything you need in Alton;
maybe not the choice but definitely what
you need. I also feel we have great schools
– from pre-school right up
to University foundation
courses – and a lovely
busy community doing all
types of talks and courses.
I think what I find most
frustrating about Alton
is a lot of people that
live here are so negative
about it and want it
improved but expect
others to do that for them.
They also seem to forget
how lucky we are living
here nestled in such
beautiful countryside
and just a train ride to
London. Everything is so
convenient. If people could
be more positive about the
town I think more people
would come and open
businesses and shop here.
From a personal point of view, I would love
a 50 metre swimming pool with diving board
and a proper running track near it as there
is nowhere for runners to train safely in the
winter after dark. I would also love to see
some facilities for teenagers on the brewery
site, for example, a proper climbing centre
as climbing is going to be included in the
next Olympics and is great for health. From
a business point of view, I wish people
would have a more positive outlook of Alton
as visitors love coming to the town – so we
must be doing something right.
by Nikki Bird
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Town Guides: Raising the profile of Alton
by Barbara Burfoot
There has been a settlement in Alton for
at least 1,500 years. The Alton Buckle,
a 7th century man’s belt buckle found
by excavators at the Saxon cemetery on
Windmill Hill, is judged by experts to be one
of the finest items of Saxon jewellery ever
found. Go and see it in the Curtis Museum
on the High Street. Alton is mentioned in
the Domesday Book as “one of the richest
markets in England”. It was the site of two
military engagements in the English Civil
War and of a notorious 19th century murder
which contributed a well-known phrase to
the English language.
Alton Town Guides lead a regular tour of
Alton lasting between 90 minutes to two
hours on the third Saturday of every month.
We aim to give people an overview of the
history of Alton and we encourage them
to use the resources offered by the Curtis
Museum to pursue the subject further. We
also lead bespoke tours for schools and
other groups who wish to book one at other
times. We contributed five walks to the 2018
Alton Walking Festival introducing 53 people
to the story of Alton. One Alton resident
commented that she had lived in Alton for
20 years but had now been introduced to

parts of the Town she had never known
existed, and a group of ladies from
Whitchurch who had never visited Alton
before said they would most certainly be
coming again. This is what we are aiming for
– introducing residents to aspects of their
town they were not previously aware of and
encouraging visitors to return with friends.
To join the Guides in raising the profile
of Alton you need to be able to walk up to
three miles, have a clear speaking voice,
enjoy meeting groups of different people and
have the flexibility to adapt to the varying
needs and interests of walkers. You don’t
need to be an expert on the history of Alton
but you do need to be proud of our town
and interested in its story. We will provide
you with information and training and you
won’t be asked to lead a tour on your own
until you are comfortable doing so.
If you are interested in joining us, please
contact Barbara Burfoot on 01420 89553 or
email: ba.burfoot@btinternet.com or Bob
Booker on 01420 83570 or 07968 192323
or email: bbooker5951@gmail.com
The photographs below show our Town
Guides in action:
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Alton Town Walks
2018

Picture by Pam (Pell) Jones

Join a guided walk around historic Alton,
starting at the Curtis Museum on the
following Saturdays at 11.00am
20th Jan

19th May

15th Sept

17th Feb

16th June

20th Oct

17th Mar

21st July

17th Nov

21st Apr

18th Aug

15th Dec

Price Adults £3 & Children (5-16) 50p
Bespoke walks for groups can be
arranged on other days.
For further information Tel. 01420 85057
Supported By

Tune in for updates in Wey Valley Radio 101.1 FM
Don’t forget to tune in to WVR 101.1 FM, our local community radio station. The Alton
Society has a regular slot on the airwaves every Tuesday at 10am where we discuss
current issues in the town, and elsewhere.
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Energy Alton events in August and
September are:

The Alton Society is proud to support the
work and message of Energy Alton, and we
attended a drop-in event at the Community
Centre in April that set out to show that
there is stuff we can ALL do to contribute
to solving the massive problem of plastic
waste.
The popular event was attended by 150
people, including families and young people,
and our Member of Parliament, Damian
Hinds. Action already taken in Alton was
showcased, with both Alton Maltings and
Bottega Dei Sapori now supplying fully
compostable cups.
Another highlight was the Refill water app
which shows water refill points in Alton.
Refill is a free tap-water initiative designed
to reduce plastic pollution and promote
healthy hydration by making refilling a
water bottle easy. The app is available to
download from Google Play and the App
Store, and by simply sharing your location
you will quickly see places that will be
happy to re-fill your water bottle – extremely
handy when out and about in the warm
weather, or with children.

The App shows
locations
around the
town where
water bottles
can be refilled
for free, July
2018

Plastics Awareness Stalls at the ACAFEST
in the Town Gardens on Saturday 4th
August and Alton Craft Market in Cross
& Pillory Lane on Saturday 11th August
– in partnership with the Alton Society,
Energy Alton has a campaign on Plastic
Waste Awareness, funded by Hampshire
County Council. Come and see us – browse
information on the horrific impact of plastic
waste on marine life, the many actions we
can all easily take and what is happening in
Alton and nationally and internationally to
tackle the problem.
Wednesday 19th September 7.30 – 9.30
pm at Alton Community Centre – Screening
and discussion of the film “Tomorrow”
(“Demain”), a recent film that shows
solutions to the ecological, economic and
social challenges of our time. The filmmakers travelled to ten different countries
– including the UK – to meet the pioneers
who are re-inventing agriculture, energy,
economy, democracy and education. By
putting these positive actions together,
we can tell the story of a better tomorrow.
What might we do in and around Alton?
Saturday 22nd September – Energy Alton
will again have an Electric Vehicle Display
in the Classic Car Rally, in the town centre,
organised by the Town Council and the
Herald newspaper. Owners of a range
of cars will generously display them and
be on hand to answer questions during
the day. Electric vehicle technology has
developed even over the last year, especially
the miles that can be covered on a single
charge. We hope to have an electric scooter
and an electric bike as well, and that East
Hampshire District Council will again join
us. See the classic cars of the future!
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HOWZAT!

Alton Victorian Charity Cricket Tournament Sunday 30th June 2018
by Barbara Burfoot
The Alton Society’s presence at the 2018
Victorian Charity Cricket Tournament
almost ended before it had properly started
when one of the tournament’s big hitters
tried to demolish our stand in the first
match of the day. The ball landed on the
table and, fortunately, no-one was injured
but a close eye was kept on play for the rest
of the day in case we needed to duck or
alternatively make a spectacular if irrelevant
catch. We were sitting almost directly
behind the bowler’s arm!
Only two of the Alton Society’s
representatives wore Victorian costume –
Bob Booker and Karen Booker. Karen looked
very elegant as did her husband in his “Mr
Darcy” outfit. I admit I did get quite boring,
pointing out that the costume – while very
attractive – was Regency not Victorian.
Bob – please accept my apologies
for this piece of inexcusable
pedantry.
The gentlemen of Warren
Powell-Richards –
Gold Sponsor of the
tournament for the
past nine years –
were resplendent
as redcoats. The
Castle of Comfort
Team played as a
Victorian football team
complete with dramatic
moustaches; both teams
achieved aggregate scores
of over 100 – 101 and 105
respectively – which suggests
they may be getting the hang of this
Victorian cricket thing. The Harvesters
aggregate score of 117 wasn’t enough to
allow them to defend their 2017 title in the
final. One of their bowlers did bring off an
extraordinary running catch which must
have been a candidate for the Bob Evans
Champagne Moment award. I must declare
an interest in this award named after my
late brother, Bob Evans, one of the founders
of the tournament. The award was won by
the Bushy Leaze wicket keeper, Umar Malik,
in an elegant colour coordinated outfit in
light tan with splendid button breeches.

The teams are obliged by the rules to
have one member of the opposite sex from
the rest of the team, so women’s teams
(unfortunately there weren’t any this year)
must include at least one man and men’s
teams must field at least one woman. I
noticed at least one incidence of crossdressing – a Victorian parlourmaid with
noticeable designer stubble! I hope this
wasn’t allowed to count as a woman team
member even though the full skirt must
have been a bit of a handicap.
This year’s finalists were the Eight Bells and
The Railway Arms with aggregate scores of
139 and 162, respectively. The scores at the
top of the table were quite close with Alton
College almost making it with 138, followed
by the Bakers’ Arms on 134.
At one point the commentator
described the event as “a
magnificent day’s mediocre
cricket played by barely
sober people”. He was, I
think, maligning an event
where seven of the 10
teams posted aggregate
scores of over 100. The
three teams scoring
less than 100 when
the scores from their
two first round matches
were added together
were Alton Masons with
89 and Bushey Leaze and
the French Horn both scoring
71. Alton Masons who made a
donation of £1,000 towards Bushey
Leaze, the tournament’s 2018 charity,
won the best-dressed team award; all of
them wearing solar topees.
The mention of “barely sober” can’t, perish
the thought, have applied to the umpires
who included the Mayor discarding his
chain of office for the last few matches
and someone who had apparently just got
out of bed and appeared wearing a night
cap and nightshirt. There were appeals for
“lubrication” from the beer tent in the late
afternoon for both the
umpires and the scorers.
Continued ...
It was a very hot day.
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The beer tent stocked by donations from
local organisations, was named this year
for the late Ian Burrows, a long-standing
and dedicated member of the tournament
committee.
The final was a close-fought match. The
Eight Bells fielded energetically; including
the lady playing in her bloomers and
the convict, but the Railway Arms had
a batsman who hit a 4 into someone’s
garden on the Butts (6s cannot be scored
in this form of cricket) and another who
sent not only the ball but his bat flying.
The Railway Arms’ energetic field was led
and encouraged by a very active and vocal
captain. Their female team member was a
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Red Cross nurse (one of Miss Nightingales’
ladies perhaps). The Railway Arms restricted
the Eight Bells to a score of 47; 12 less
than their own score of 59, and thoroughly
deserved to become 2018 Victorian Cricket
Tournament Champions.
The Alton Society had a champion day as
well. We signed up 11 new members, ran
out of membership application forms and
copies of Alton Now. I had an interesting
conversation with a lady looking to start
or restart a residents’ association for the
Mount Pleasant area. Oddly enough, what
took longest to clear were the sweets we’d
set out in bowls to bribe the children!

The AS stand ready to receive visitors

Saturday Afternoon at the Flicks

by Bob Booker
Alton’s cinema has been here for as long as
I can remember. There have been upgrades
to the inside but the outside has changed
little, as is evident in the accompanying
photo. The current owner manages to keep
it going and it has a terrific programme of
up-to-date movies plus the added bonus of
live screenings of major shows from London
(opera, ballet). However it is not in a good
state and needs a major refurbishment.
Personally I would like to see a café or
restaurant put in and a big clean-up of the
facilities, such as the toilets. All of us could
be encouraged to clear away our “litter” at
the end of a show (an automated request
would help). What I find frustrating is that
the current owner hasn’t tapped into the
community support and goodwill which
would help to make a difference.
So what was it like when I was younger?
It was a real treat to go to the pictures, or

“flicks” as we called them, and all of us
can remember a film that had an amazing
effect on us. Mine was “The Vikings”. I had
grown up in the era when young boys were
fascinated by cowboy films and war films
(being born in 1951 they were very popular
in my early years) and there was a definite
line with “goodies” on one side and “baddies”
on the other. The depiction of the Red
Indians as they were called was biased and
prejudiced. This was well before movies such
as Soldier Blue which helped to redress the
balance and gave a more realistic account
of what happened in the USA and how the
indigenous population was really treated. The
Vikings was different!
First it had wonderful music and it was a
big screen film. Second, it had great battle
scenes and this is where I became a little
confused. Belonging to Britain I grew up
with the notion that we had always been a
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top nation, particularly when having to fight
others. However, this was a story where the
then Anglo Saxons were truly and soundly
defeated. I know you will say don’t forget
Alfred the Great but that was to come later
(and even later the Battle of Hastings) and
this was a revelation to the young me; in
other words, we could lose.
These trips to the cinema were shared
with my three sisters and we went to the
afternoon showings on Saturday. The
interior to me was huge as we had just the
one screen and before the main feature
there would be a cartoon (often Tom &
Jerry) followed by the trailers for next
week’s showings. There were two levels of
seats and the upper level was the circle and
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just a little more expensive; it truly was
1s 9d for a ticket. The gentle music in the
auditorium was called Elizabethan Serenade
by Ronald Binge and we knew it as Summer
Greensleeves.
After the film all four of us would often reenact the themes of the story and wooden
swords (or were they cardboard?) were
brandished. Yet again our imaginations were
fully employed.
Those times have passed but the act of
sharing an experience both now and then
will always remain with me and a trip to the
movies remains a lovely experience (most of
the time). Let’s hope we can help our current
cinema survive well into the future. Let’s go
and get a choc ice!

Top photo from the 1930s, kindly provided by Memories of Alton, Hampshire Facebook group
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Memories of Alton Facebook Page
by Nikki Bird
Facebook has its critics and has created
legions of keyboard warriors who are quick
to criticise our town, but one Alton-related
Facebook page that promotes positivity and
the sharing of anecdotes is Memories of
Alton, Hampshire. Started four years ago by
an Alton Society member and local collector
of postcards and other Alton-related
memorabilia, the page currently has over
4,000 followers from all around the world.
I sat down with the page owner recently to
talk about its inception and how a private
collection came to be shared to the delight of
so many people.
A passion for local history sparked after
reading a copy of ‘The Story of Alton’ found
during a visit to grandparents as a child, led
to a not inconsiderable sum of money being
spent over the last 30 years on postcards,
programmes for town events, and original
photographs, capturing moments in time
that result in an outpouring of comments

Outdoor Pool at Anstey Park c1970.
Photos kindly provided by Memories
of Alton, Hampshire Facebook page

and memories, adding colour and context to
the black and white stills. Long-lost cousins
have been found, families reconnected and
war medals stolen from Alton returned to
their rightful owner residing on the other
side of the world, in Australia, thanks to
this Facebook page.
The page owner, who prefers to remain
anonymous, is immensely proud of our
town and won’t tolerate negativity, keeping
the comments upbeat and positive. The
most popular and commented-upon photo
to date – quite fitting given the current
warm spell we’re experiencing – is of the
outdoor swimming pool at Anstey Park; a
subject that will stoke up a lot of emotion,
happy memories of summers days hanging
out there, anger at its closure, and the
thrill of learning to swim there. What are
your memories of Alton? Please share
them and any photographs with us at
thealtonsociety@gmail.com
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Bluebells in Bushy Leaze Woods, May 2018 by Nikki Bird

The Alton Society – Membership Application

	
  

I/we wish to become member(s) of the Alton Society
Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Registered Charity No. 1077729

Second person at the same address (if desired*)
Title ............ First Name ........................................... Surname ............................................................

Address ............................................................................................................................................. Postcode ...........................
Telephone ......................................................... Email ...................................................................................................................
(*A second person named at the same address becomes a full member of the Society for no additional subscription.)
The annual subscription of £12.50 is due on October 1st each year. You can use a Bank transfer to our Bank (details below)
or return this form with your cheque or standing order mandate (see below) to:
Bob Booker (Membership Officer), 76 Victoria Road, Alton GU34 2DE

e-mail: thealtonsociety@gmail.com

Your details will be held on computer. By signing this form you consent to allow us to contact you by post, email and telephone (occasionally), to further the objectives of the Society. These can be found on our website at www.altonsociety.org.uk
Signed...........................................................................................

Date.........................................................................

STANDING ORDER MANDATE
To The Manager, .................................................................................................... Bank plc
Address....................................................................................................................................................................................
I, ............................................................................................................. (full name)
request you pay to The Alton Society, Account No. 00026566 at TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty
Pence (£12.50) every year until further notice, starting on 1st October 20..... (please complete year).
My Account Number .....................................................................

Sort Code.................................................................

Signed...........................................................................................

Date.........................................................................

Gift Aid Please tick (✓) if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.
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Treloar Butterfly Meadows by Ginny Boxall

Join the Alton Society now – have a say and a role in the future of our town.

Use the form on the previous page or check our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk
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