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Butts Bridge Feedback following the Assembly Rooms Exhibition on 10th July 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the latest scheme at last week’s  Assembly Rooms 
exhibition.  
  
We were pleased to find that the cycle and pedestrian links have been improved.   
 
However, there remain some major concerns.  We have detailed these below, and have 
incorporated (in bold) a number of specific questions.  Many of these arise as a result of 
inadequate information at the exhibition, including no hand-outs, and we were especially 
surprised to see no representation of HCC; it is difficult to imagine the Highways Authority 
not being involved as problems arise, as they inevitably will.    
 
We were also told that the display material would be made available on 
buttsbridgeroadworks.co.uk,  but at the time of writing these haven’t appeared.  In fact the 
website no longer exists! 
 
I should be grateful if you could provide answers to these at your earliest convenience. 
 

1. Cycle /pedestrian paths. 
 
[These comments are based on assumptions we have had to make due to 
unsatisfactory detail, and too small an area being coverd by the plans]    
 
There is still no detail of planned road crossings and therefore we cannot see this 
working as a coherent whole.   Cycle lanes appear to start and finish abruptly, casting 
cyclists back into the traffic mix.  Blue signs saying 'cyclists please dismount' are 
totally inadequate.   
 
Pedestrians:  there are two places where provision is required for pedestrian 
crossings ie 1) To and from the Butts to the end of Winchester Road Chawton (not 
halfway down The Selborne Road). This is a busy route directly on the tourist trail to 
Chawton via the underpass to Jane Austen's house etc 2) To and from the Butts to 
Chawton Park Road [See 5) below].  This is a busy route for children and young 
adults accessing schools and the college by foot and also the sports centre.  It is also 
used by many people accessing the community hospital and doctors surgery. 
 
Cyclists:  Require similar crossing places, the northerly one into Chawton Park Road 
is part of the NCN cycleway through Alton on to Four Marks via Chawton Park 
Woods. Cyclists also require an access point off the Northern (Butts Bridge) 
roundabout to and from the very end of Winchester Road.  This could either be in 
the form of a dropped kerb or a simple bollards opening.  Cyclists should not, as 
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seems to be the case in the current plan, to have to go down Selborne Road and 
negotiate a second roundabout in heavy traffic simply to access Winchester Road.  
Cycle lanes should be simple to access, continuous and not require cyclists to stop 
and start. 

 
Q1:  It is not clear that these have been designed in to the existing scheme.  What 
plans are in place to accommodate these needs? 
 

2. Diversion plan – HGV.  We seriously question the viability of the traffic redirection, in 
view of the significantly extended journey time over such a long period.   The precise 
plans for traffic control were far from clear at the exhibition.  Some drivers will no 
doubt ignore any signs and take their chance in getting through central Alton, with 
consequent chaos.   Others will get wise and divert through the adjacent villages, eg 
Bentworth, Medstead, Lasham, Beech (coming from Basingstoke) and Bentley, Froyle 
(coming from Farnham), causing similar chaos in terms of road safety, pollution, and 
congestion. 
 
Adequate warning signs well in advance of the diversion points will be essential, eg  
well before traffic reaches the Hackwood Road at Basingstoke, and at appropriate 
points at Fareham (A32) and Ropley and Four Marks (A31).  
 
Q2: How is this massive detour going to be a) communicated and b) policed?  
  
Q3: How will traffic from Basingstoke get to the Mill Lane Industrial Estate? 
 
Q4: Where, specifically, will ‘Access only’ signs be deployed, and will these be 
operational by the time the diversion plans are in force? 
 
Q5: Where will advance warnings be deployed?  
 

3. Diversion plan – local.  
There is inevitably a huge risk of short cuts being used along adjacent roads, eg Kings 
Road, Queens Road, Greenfields Avenue, Beechwood Road. 
We were particularly surprised to find that there appeared to be no clear plan to re-
route the local bus services (64, and 38), and  school and college buses. 
 
Q6: Again, where will ‘Access Only’ signs be positioned, and how will this be 
policed? 
 
Q7: Does a bus diversion plan exist?  It’s crucial that residents who depend heavily 
on these services are catered for, for example those needing to get to the 
Community Hospital, and Sports Centre.  
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Q8: It was stated that the 64 Bus would not be able to pick up/deliver along 
Chawton Park Road.  Is this the case? 
 

4. Soft landscaping.  We were alarmed at the absence of any proper scheme to soften 
the visual impact of the new bridge, especially when approached from the important 
entrance to the town along the Selborne Road.  We were told simply that the 
roundabout itself would be ‘grassed’ - surely we can be more creative than that?   In 
the artist’s sketch of the bridge there are trees indicated but when questioned your 
staff seemed to have no clear plan for tree / shrub planting.   
 
Q9: Will such a plan be developed and published?  If so, when? 
 

5. Chawton Park Road/Whitedown Lane junction.  There is some confusion over traffic 
management proposals at the hugely important Whitedown Lane / Chawton Park 
Road junction.   The Jubb team is clearly treating the likely problems at this junction 
as being something outside their remit, stating that they were paying a S106 
commuted sum (£225,000) for HCC to deal with any problems arising from the 
increase in traffic after the work is finished.   
 
Q10:  Is the above correct?  I’m sure you appreciate that the effectiveness of this 
junction is fundamental to the viability of the entire project. 

 

 
Rod Eckles 
Chairman – Built Environment Group 
The Alton Society 
rwteckles@gmail.com 
16th July 2018 


