
Alton Society comments on EHDC planning application ref. 57820 | Change of use from 

agricultural land to allow construction of a gas fuelled capacity mechanism embedded 

generation plant to support the National Grid, on land adjacent to the A31 and to the south 

of Cakers Lane, East Worldham, Alton  

It is disappointing that pre-application advice was not sought prior to the submission of this application. 

Had the normal pre-application consultation process been followed it would have presumably identified 

the extent of environmental impacts to be addressed and whether a EIA screening opinion was 

appropriate in this particular case. Although the DAS refers to them, there is no evidence of either a 

Noise Impact Assessment or an Air Quality Impact Assessment submitted as part of the application. 

Despite the applicant’s claims that the submission of a Flood Risk Assessment is not necessary, the EA 

flood maps indicate that at least part of the site is located within both Flood Zones 2 and 3, and, 

therefore, the entire site is potentially at risk from surface water flooding. The Environment Agency set 

out stringent requirements in respect of flood risk for a recent application for a warehouse/distribution 

centre in close proximity on Wilsom Road. 

By the very nature of the site set-up and type of equipment/accommodation, it can only be assumed that 

these proposals will generate increased run-off that must be attenuated on-site and not allowed to pose 

a potential greater threat of flooding to the industrial units located further downstream at Omega Park. 

Furthermore, at least part of the subject site falls into the area of land identified for the proposed 

A31/B3004 junction that formed Option 2 in the final Alton Transport Strategy published by Hampshire 

County Council in June 2015. 

It is inevitable that, contrary to Policy CP23, a facility on this scale will have a significant and detrimental 

impact on the rural nature of the area to the east along the B3004, encroaching upon, and further 

interrupting, the green corridor between Alton and East Worldham. 

CP23 :  ‘It is recognised that the merging of villages comes about through a gradual process, so while one 

development of a particular site may not in itself result in merger, it may be a contributory factor. 

Precedents could easily be set for this, and therefore the gaps have always been seen as having a long-

term importance. Their continuing value as open and predominately undeveloped countryside depends 

on retaining them and enhancing their character’. 

The proposals are in conflict with Policy CP19: this site is in the countryside, outside a Settlement Policy 

Boundary. Such a development is not necessary for farming, forestry, or other rural enterprises, and 

cannot, therefore, demonstrate a genuine and proven need for a countryside location. 

The application site is within 1 km proximity of the Chawton edge of the South Downs National Park. 

Policy CP20 requires that new development ‘conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the SDNP and 

its setting’.   

The scale and mass of these proposals are significant and harmful in this rural setting. The compound  

measures 35 metres by 100 metres, all of which is enclosed by a continuous solid 4 metre high barrier. 

This is an area equivalent to the size of 14 tennis courts. In terms of height, the DAS states that there are 

14 stainless steel flues which will each extend to 10 metres above the ground. This suggests that they will 

extend some four heights above the level of the adjoining elevated section of the A31. 

For the above reasons it is presumed that there are other, more suitable, sites within the industrial area 

of Alton that may satisfy the applicant’s technical criteria, and so Alton Society objects to this application. 
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