alton now
WINTER 2016-17 NEWSLETTER

	
  

Working together for the future of Alton

Happy New Year
It’s going to be a busy one

2017

is going to be a busy year
for the Alton Society and
particularly for the Built Environment
Group, chaired by Rod Eckles. Apart from
its regular work of monitoring Town and
District Planning meetings and developer
consultations, inspecting sites, reporting on
comments and raising objections, the group
will be keeping an eye on major ongoing
projects such as:• The South Alton Plan particularly the
provision of affordable housing and the
impact of the changes to the Butts Bridge
• The inappropriately large warehouse
development on Wilsom Road
• What’s going to happen to the Tesco site
now that we aren’t going to get a branch of
Tesco there?
• What’s going to happen at Lynch Hill?

‘The best Christmas Tree in Town’ Photo by Pam Jones

• The proposed Holybourne Service Station
• The future of Alton Sports Centre

Also in this issue:

The Society needs to get involved as early as
possible to have some influence on future
major projects such as: -

Chairman’s Corner

• The Police Station/Magistrates Court site

New Committee Members

• “Improvements” around the railway station
area
We are looking forward to collaborating
with others, including Alton and District
Residents’ Associations (ADRA), Energy
Alton, Alton Matters, the Alton Business
Development Manager (Julie McLatch), the
Head of Planning at the District Council,
Simon Jenkins, who was guest speaker
at the Society’s AGM, and others.
Our

Annual General Meeting – report

Spring Litter Pick – for your diary!
Alton Women’s Institute ‘Splot’
Celebrating Jane Austen
Flood Meadows – report

Continued on page 2
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priorities include the future vitality of Alton
High Street, parking issues in Alton and
progressing points raised in the survey the
Society conducted in 2016 – ‘Shaping Alton’s
Future’. Following the success of this and the
Coors brewery site survey we may conduct
further surveys of members and residents if
it seems appropriate.
Alton’s Neighbourhood Plan is now firmly
established as part of our local planning policy,
and the need to apply it to incoming planning
applications, and to maintain its integrity,
will require due diligence, especially given its
overwhelming democratic endorsement by
Alton’s residents in last year’s referendum.
The Society will be paying very close attention
to developments on the Brewery site, hoping
to engage with the chosen developer as
soon as their identity is known. It is vital
that this crucial site in the centre of town is
developed in a way that enriches the town
for the future rather than providing just

another bog-standard housing estate. It is
particularly important that a wide corridor is
allowed along the River Wey as part of the
proposed Wey Walk from Flood Meadows to
Kings Pond – something which might prove
a tourist attraction as well as an important
leisure resource for our historic Saxon town.
We have seen a number of changes to the
make-up of the Built Environment Group. The
departure of Nick Carey-Thomas after many
years of loyal service leaves a significant gap,
and we certainly will miss his wide experience
and expertise in design matters. The good
news though is that we are busy recruiting
new members to the team, and we hope to be
able to confirm these appointments shortly.
Keep an eye on the Society’s website for
details of the Built Environment Group’s
work in the coming year.
Wishing all members and all Altonians a
happy, healthy and successful New Year.
Rod Eckles and Barbara Burfoot

Chairman’s Corner
by Nicky Branch
As a native of Bentworth
Parish for over 20 years
I had not expected to
be asked to be a “paper
candidate”
for
Alton
Westbrooke in 2011, and
certainly had not expected to be elected! But
once the votes were cast, I was determined to
make the most of this strange situation. Until
then, Alton was just the local town where I
went for haircuts and occasional shopping,
but it has since become the centre of most
of my interests and activities. Apparently it
is well known in Alton that if you volunteer
for anything, you will find it difficult to turn
down other requests – and that has indeed
proved to be the case!
My involvement as a District Councillor,
taking a (constructively) critical approach to
all the proposals and arguments surrounding
the “South Alton Plan” and a replacement
Sports Centre, brought me into contact with

the sage comments and advice of members
of the Society. At that stage it had been
presented to me as “a group of elderly men
who quietly control everything that happens
in Alton”. Experience then, and subsequently
when I worked on the Neighbourhood Plan,
convinced me of just how much the Society
can contribute to safeguarding and enhancing
the quality of my now adopted home town.
So I volunteered to join the Society’s
Committee, and have now agreed to do a
stint as Chairman. An early and urgent
task has been to find replacements for some
experienced Committee members who have
recently retired after many years of invaluable
support of Alton. At the first Committee
Meeting of 2017 we will meet new applicants
and assign responsibilities, including for our
enlarged Built Environment Group, where
Rod Eckles is proposed as Chairman-Elect.
2017 will be bringing lots of challenges for the
Society, not least the future of the Brewery
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site. What is quite clear is that we will need a
strong and balanced team to cope with them,
and also a disciplined and evidence-based
approach to all our comments and proposals.
Thus, when we “stand up for Alton” we will
always be taken seriously.
We will also be re-vamping our website, with
the intention of using the internet more
adventurously to communicate with our
members and the people of Alton generally.
Our successful survey on the Brewery site
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added a number of new members – and we
must encourage this to develop, and make
the Society’s membership as representative
as possible. And we will continue our handson efforts to make Alton an attractive and
enjoyable place in which to live and work.
With the help of volunteers, whose efforts are
always welcome and then appreciated, we
will do our best for the local environment and
appearance of Alton including, not least, our
ongoing work on Flood Meadows.

Encouraging Turnout at the Alton Society’s 2016 AGM
by Barbara Burfoot
About 70 members and guests attended the
Society’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) at
the Alton House Hotel on Saturday 19th
November 2016.
The Chairman, Bob Booker, asked the Town
Mayor, Matthew Bayliss, to present the
Individual Award for Outstanding Services
to the Town to Ann Foulkes, selected from
a strong field for the bewildering range of
voluntary roles she fulfils including being a
Trustee of Home-Start WeyWater, co-founding
the annual “Santa Run”, being a governor
of Bushey Leaze School, dancing with Alton
Morris and singing with Alton Community
Choir. She is an active member of the Alton
Local Food Initiative as well as running
gardening clubs at Amery Hill School and
Alton Infant School. The Infant School won
a Gold Medal at the 2016 Hampton Court
Flower Show.
The John Ambrose Award for excellence
in building, conservation or landscaping
projects was not presented in 2016 because
there had been no nominations.
Bob Booker presented tokens of appreciation
from the Society to Martin Gibbs for his work
leading the monthly working parties in Flood
Meadows and to Jim Dickinson for his work
as our Tree Warden.
The Chairman’s Report described another
busy year including the acceptance of the
Neighbourhood Plan by Alton residents in
the referendum in February and the Society’s
survey asking Altonians their views on the

Matthew Bayliss presenting Individual
Award to Ann Foulkes
Photograph by Brain Good

development of the Coors Brewery site.
The Treasurer, Peter Holden, reported that
the Society’s finances were still very robust
despite the fact that the Society had drawn
on its reserves to finance some initiatives
during the year such as the Coors site survey
and a flyer about the Neighbourhood Plan
referendum which had been distributed
throughout the Town.
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Bob Booker stood down as Chairman saying
he believed that two years in the post was long
enough. For the next year, the Chairmanship
will be held in rotation. Nicky Branch will
undertake the role for the first three months
of next year. Bob Booker will remain as
Membership Secretary. James Willis, Phil
Newell and Nick Carey-Thomas stood down
from the Committee, but Tony Cohen, Nikki
Bird and Kate Sills have joined it.

It was good to see so many people present
and so obviously engaged with the matter of
Alton’s future.

Bob Booker asked Damian Hinds MP to
present Nick Carey-Thomas with an Honorary
Life Membership of the Society. Nick has been
actively involved since the late 1970s and his
experience and knowledge of architectural
and design issues will be very much missed.
The guest speaker at the Open Forum was
Simon Jenkins, Head of Planning at East
Hampshire District Council. He entitled his
presentation “Pressure Groups and why we
love them”. He congratulated Alton on doing
“a fantastic job” on its Neighbourhood Plan.
The Town’s “exemplary work” would provide
a reference for others. Simon assured the
meeting that the results of the Alton Society’s
survey on the Coors site would be passed to
the chosen developer. Simon fielded questions
on a wide variety of topics from those present.

Damian Hinds Presenting Honorary Life
membership to Nick Carey-Thomas
Photograph by Brian Good

New Committee Members
Nikki Bird
I grew up in Ayrshire
in
Scotland
and
moved to Alton in
1999, having settled
on the town when I
got a job in Guildford.
However, it wasn’t
until my daughters
came
along
that
I
came
to
fully
appreciate Alton and realised just how much
it had to offer. [I helped run a Rainbows
unit at Hawkins HQ for five years when my
children were younger, and I continue to
carry out DBS checks for the Girl Guiding
Association]. The girls are both at Amery Hill
now and we live on Netherfield Close with

my partner, a paramedic with South Central
Ambulance Service.
I first became aware of The Alton Society
when we lived on the Treloar’s Estate and
I learned of the significant building plans
for the land adjacent to the existing site. I
decided to set up a residents’ association,
and with help from ADRA (Alton and District
Residents’ Association) and a few like-minded
neighbours we got the association off the
ground. Through this initiative I met various
Alton Society members, and once I moved
from Treloar’s at the start of 2016, I wanted
to continue to be involved with a group of
people who have Alton’s future close to heart.
I love being outdoors, and enjoy trail running
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and long distance walking with my partner,
and living where we do means we can easily
engage in these hobbies from our front door.
We walk our dog over Flood Meadows every
day, so pitching up for the Flood Meadows
Working Party (10-12pm every third Sunday
of the month) was a natural way to get
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involved and help maintain the area. Now that
I am on the committee, I would love to help
spread the word about the Working Party and
encourage people of all ages to come along
and get involved; it’s a proper workout, but
a super way to pass a Sunday morning with
friendly and enthusiastic people.

Tony Cohen
I grew up in Brighton,
was
educated
at
Brighton
Grammar
School and went on
to study architecture
at University College
London.
In 1973
I started my own
architectural
practice
in London but having a
young family, my wife and I felt that raising
small children in inner London was not the
best environment for them to flourish and
hence we moved to the Alton area. That
was over 40 years ago. Within a year or so
of moving I heard about and joined the then
only recently established Alton Society and
shortly afterwards became a member of the
Committee helping advise on planning and
development issues.

In 1983 following the RIBA’s relaxation of
restrictions on architects owning companies
trading with the building industry, I formed
Britannia Architectural Metalwork Ltd which
rapidly became one of the Country’s leading
metalwork conservation companies. I also
formed Normandy Developments Ltd. to carry
out restoration works on listed buildings.
Due to increasing pressure of work I had to
give up being a trustee of the Alton Society
but have remained a member ever since.
Now that I have retired and have a little more
time, I am pleased to be able to accept the
offer to re-join the committee and help out
where I can. I am also a Trustee of three
other charities: the Earthworks Trust which
runs the Sustainability Centre in East Meon,
The Alton Building Preservation Trust and
the Farnham Pottery Trust of which I am the
chairman.

Kate Sills
I have lived in Alton
for over 35 years. After
complications
with
a childhood illness I
became paralysed from
the waist down and so I
am now an independent
wheelchair user. I live
on my own and work
for Harvest Church
at Alton Maltings Centre as an Assistant
Administrator/Receptionist. Before this I
worked for what was the National Policing
Improvement Agency, The Police College at
Hartley Whitney for 10 years. My role was
to arrange staff travel, flights, train tickets,
hire cars and pool cars as well as taxis to and
from the site.

In my own time I volunteer to help and support
8th Alton Scouts as an assistant scout leader,
Alton Beer Festival supplying customers with
glasses and snacks, and I am Ambassador
for Flat Spaces, accessible holiday homes,
a venture Tom Yendell has set up. I have
joined the Alton Society Committee because
I feel I can offer a different view of situations
and our surroundings, not just physically
from a different eye level but because as a
wheelchair user I am constantly planning
ahead long term and short term.
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Energy Alton – Forthcoming Events
Wednesday 15th March 2017

Energy Alton AGM
7.30 – 9.30pm
Alton Community Centre, Amery Street, Alton GU34 1HN
Free Entry and Bar
Guest Speaker: Paul Ciniglio, Head of Assets and Sustainability
at First Wessex Housing Association
Energy Alton and ALFI
Monday 3rd April 2017
7.00 for 7.30pm

Film: Project Wild Thing
Wesley Room, Alton Maltings, Maltings Close, Alton GU34 1DT
See trailer here http://www.thewildnetwork.com/film
Discussion after the screening
Refreshments

Free Event

Donations Welcome

For further information: Email: energyalton@gmail.com
				Telephone: 07811 462659

Spring Litter Pick – Saturday 4th March 2017
The Alton Society will be running another Spring Litter
Pick on Saturday 4th March 2017 starting at 10am
outside the old Post Office in Alton High Street. This
year’s Litter Pick will be organised again by the
Society’s Secretary, Barbara Burfoot.
If you will be able to join the Litter Pick please contact
Barbara at ba.burfoot@btinternet.com or on 01420 89553
so that we can make sure we have enough equipment –
tools, bags etc.
If you have an hour or so to spare on 4th March, please join
us. This is usually a very sociable and enjoyable event with
important practical results for our town.
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Alton Women’s Institute and their “Splot”
by Barbara Burfoot
The Women’s Institute (WI) was founded at
Stoney Creek Ontario Canada in 1897 by a
lady called Adelaide Hoodless. Her inspiration
was a rather tragic one – the death of her
14-month-old son from meningitis probably
caught from drinking contaminated milk. She
became convinced that if it was important for
a farmer to know about the scientific care
of his livestock it was equally important for
the farmer’s wife to know about the scientific
care of her family.
The first WI in Britain was established in 1915
in Llanfair PG (the place with the impossibly
long name) in Anglesey. The immediate
purpose of the WIs was to revitalise rural
communities and to encourage women to
become more involved in producing food
during the First World War. Its objectives
have broadened since then and WIs are no
longer confined to villages.
WIs in Britain, apart from Scotland and
Northern Ireland which have separate
organisations, are all part of the National
Federation of Women’s Institutes (NFWI)
made up of county federations. NFWI is also
a member of Associated Countrywomen of
the World (ACWW), a group of 420 women’s
organisations in 73 countries which come
together to support and improve women’s
lives by offering practical help at grass
roots level. Most WIs including Alton collect
pennies for friendship – the coppers soon
mount up to send to the ACWW each year. In
2016 the ACWW held its triennial conference
in England, at Warwick, for the first time
since 1939.
The NFWI has its own adult education
college at Denman in Oxfordshire where WI
members and non-members, even sometimes
husbands accompanying them, can study
a wide range of subjects, including not
only most kinds of cooking, needlework
and craft work but also history, literature,
photography, art including making stained
glass, computing skills, astronomy, natural
history, music appreciation from the Beatles

to Rachmaninov and how to play the ukulele!
Alton belongs to Hampshire Federation and
takes part annually in activities such as a
county-wide quiz. The Hampshire Federation
holds a Spring and Autumn Council Meeting
usually in either Basingstoke or Portsmouth.
Any member can apply for a ticket to attend.
The 2017 Spring Council Meeting in the
Portsmouth Guildhall will be addressed by
Sir Ranulph Fiennes.
Within the Federation, WIs are grouped
together for activities which might be too
expensive perhaps for a single WI and to
send a group delegate to the Annual Meeting
of the National Federation. The groups meet
twice a year with WIs taking turns to host the
meetings. Alton is a member unsurprisingly
of the Alton Group.
Alton WI was founded in 1993 and will be
celebrating its 25th birthday next year. It met
originally in the Swan Hotel but later moved
to the Catholic Church Hall and now has its
monthly meetings in the Methodist Church
Hall. As well as monthly meetings, members
play scrabble and field darts and skittles
teams. There is an Alton WI Walking Group,
a Craft and Patchwork Group and a Book
Group. The programme 2016 - 2017 covers
topics including Mrs Clay’s Freckles: Regency
Beauty and Jane Austen, Experiences in
Uganda, a Scottish evening with Indoor
Curling, the Hampshire Gardens Trust,
Chocolate Techniques, a Tour of the Holy
Land and Life under the Veil. Members lunch
once a month at the Alton House Hotel, meet
for Coffee at the Allen Gallery and attend
monthly quizzes at the Alton House Hotel.
As a contribution to the town Alton WI has
taken over the Splot (Small Plot) at the Butts
Road end of the High Street in front of the
White Horse. In Alton in Bloom in 2016
Alton WI was awarded a Gold Award for
the Best Community Group and the John
Smith Trophy for the organisation working
with the community in promotion of Alton
in Bloom. The Alton Herald reported that the
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trophy recognised that Alton WI “had worked
incredibly hard to transform a very unloved
and empty area of Alton, vastly improving
the lower entrance to the town’s High Street
making it much more inviting for visitors and
residents alike”.
It isn’t all hard work in Alton WI. The
Christmas celebration in All Saints Church
Hall included, besides a great deal of food
and drink, a comedy duo who invited their
audience to “feel free to groan. You will
want to”, a tap dancing demonstration from
the President and a friend, Tom Lehrer’s
Christmas Carol, a group of Guiders singing
of Twenty Years on an Iceberg, a reading
from Little Grey Rabbit’s Christmas and from
Dylan Thomas’ A Child’s Christmas in Wales.

Above: Some of the Splot Team
Photograph by Alton WI

For further information contact Alton WI
Secretary – Telephone 01420 87196.

Left: The Splot
Photograph by Alton WI
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Celebrating Jane Austen
Martyn Dell, Trustee, Jane Austen’s House Museum
2017 marks 200 years since the death of
Jane Austen aged 41, one of the greatest
novelists the world has seen. She spent the
last eight years of her short life in Chawton
Cottage from where she revised or wrote each
of her six masterpieces.
Jane Austen’s House Museum, which draws
visitors from all corners of the globe, has
ambitious plans to commemorate her death
and celebrate her life. We are anticipating
many additional visitors during the year.
This short article highlights just a few of
the activities which the Museum is putting
on; further details can be obtained from our
website shown below.
We hold an unrivalled collection of
Austen-related artefacts some of
which we will be displaying as part
of a 41 Objects exhibition which
begins in March. Each week
an object will be displayed
both physically and ‘virtually’
together with the story behind
it. The accompanying picture
shows Austen’s turquoise ring
which the Museum acquired in
2013.
One of the bedrooms contains fragments of
wallpaper dating from 1815 and we have
commissioned replica wallpaper which will
be hung across the room and will be available
to purchase – although as it is ‘hand blocked’
like the original, it will not be cheap!
A very popular exhibit at the Museum is
Jane Austen’s quilt and, later this year, with

the welcome support of the Heritage Lottery
Fund, we will be commissioning a new ‘story
quilt’ which will be made up by different
people and groups from around the world.
Media interest is already starting to build
with many TV and radio programme makers
seeking to include an Austen dimension.
This is likely to continue when, for example,
the new £10 note and £2 coin, each featuring
Austen, are launched during the year.
The Museum is far from alone in organising
events in 2017. Locally, the Jane Austen
Regency Week has an exciting programme
of events in June and Alton Town Council
is finalising its own plans. Hampshire has
designated Austen as its ‘Big Theme’ for
2017 and there are many events
taking place across the county.
Nevertheless, Chawton will
be a major focal point for
2017 which presents many
opportunities for the whole
area in terms of attracting
new visitors and interest.

Jane Austen’s House Museum		
http://www.jane-austens-house-museum.
org.uk/
Jane Austen Regency Week			
http://www.janeaustenregencyweek.co.uk/
Hampshire					
http://janeausten200.co.uk/

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS
East Hampshire District Council have refused planning permission for the
warehouse development on Wilsom Road. As well as flooding and highways issues,
they were concerned about the proposed scale of the development and its conflict
with planning policies, particularly the Alton Neighbourhood Plan. Well done to
everyone who helped us win this one!
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Winter in the Flood Meadows
by Brian Good
As regular visitors to the Flood Meadows will
know, the Alton Society’s Sunday morning
working party sessions are intended to work
with nature, rather than against it, as far as
possible, to maintain an attractive ‘natural’
appearance to the area.

18 December 2016: a chance to relax and
celebrate the year’s achievements with some
mulled wine and mince pies ...

In November we removed a large area of weed
growth from the area around the bridge, and
in December we cut back the willow growth
that had begun to obscure the view from
the footpath. We also removed quite a lot
of litter, too. When the water returns, this
should create a very attractive corner of the
Meadows.

Photograph by Brian Good

The unusually low levels of rainfall in
the latter months of 2016 meant that, as
autumn turned into winter, the river dried
up completely and the water levels on the old
watercress beds fell noticeably. This provided
an ideal opportunity to get into some of the
muddier areas and clear away some of the
water weeds and willow growth that had been
slowly choking the ponds and making them
less and less accessible for wildlife.

If you would like to come and join us you
will be made very welcome indeed. We meet
every third Sunday of the month at 10.00am
at the Tanhouse Lane entrance to the Flood
Meadows. It is great fun, and there is plenty
to be done! For 2017 the dates are 22
January, 19 February, 19 March, 16 April,
21 May, and so on …

At the end of the December session the
inevitable celebration of the year’s activities
involved mulled wine and mince pies.
The pictures tell the story:

Photograph by Brian Good

20 November 2016: the clearance work
begins – it’s all good clean fun ...

Egret in Flood Meadows
Photograph by Pam Jones
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Kings Pond with Swans
Photograph by Pam Jones

Join the Alton Society now – have a say and a role in the future of our town
The membership subscription is now £12.50 per year per individual. A second person at the same address can be added without
further charge. Our membership year begins on 1 October. Application forms for membership, including standing order forms, are
included in our leaflet or can be downloaded from www.altonsociety.org.uk for printing and sending. As we are a registered charity,
members who are tax payers may opt to increase their effective contribution by agreeing to Gift Aid. For existing members who
already pay by standing order, please use the Standing Order Renewal Form below to instruct your bank to increase the amount
payable to £12.50 if you have not done so already. Contact our Membership Officer:
Bob Booker, 76 Victoria Road, Alton GU34 2DE Tel: 01420 83570 e-mail: bbooker@btinternet.com

ALTON SOCIETY – MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION
Standing Order renewal form

	
  

Please return this form to: Bob Booker, 76 Victoria Road, Alton GU34 2DE
My details may be held on computer in connection with my membership of the Alton Society
STANDING ORDER REQUEST

Registered Charity No. 1077729

To The Manager, ............................................................................................... Bank plc
Address..........................................................................................................................................................................
I, ........................................................................................................ (full name) request you pay to The Alton
Society, Account No. 00026566 at Lloyds TSB (sort code 30-90-15) the sum of Twelve Pounds Fifty Pence (£12.50)
every year starting on 1st October.
My Account No. ......................................................................

Sort Code............................................................

My address ....................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................

Postcode.............................................................

email........................................................................................

Phone number.....................................................

Signed.....................................................................................

Date.....................................................................

Gift Aid: Give more at no cost to you!
Please tick (✓) if you are a UK taxpayer and wish us to reclaim tax on your subscription.
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Flood Meadows
Photograph by Jerry Cullum

Join the Alton Society now – have a say
and a role in the future of our town.
Use the form on the other side of this page, or check our website:

www.altonsociety.org.uk

Space for personalised label
for hand-delivered copy.

Committee members
Nikki Bird
84367/07977 192 764
Bob Booker (Membership)
83570
Nicky Branch (Chairman)
562698
Barbara Burfoot (Secretary)
89553
Tony Cohen
82026
Martyn Dell (Vice Chairman & Publicity) 82978

Rod Eckles
Brian Good
Peter Holden (Treasurer)
Louise Parker
Kate Sills
Penny Webster-Brown

83539
542819
549521
07966 450054
07780 691813
83416

This edition of the newsletter has been edited by Barbara Burfoot
Printed and finished by TreloarPrint at Treloar College

print@treloar.org.uk

or

01420 547424

