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“Shaping Alton’s Future” 

Analysis of Residents’ Survey Results – 2016 

` 

 

Background 

This survey, announced in our Spring 2016 newsletter, was conducted through a six week 

period of April/May 2016.  Its purpose was to seek residents’ views on the current state and 

‘health’ of Alton, but more importantly to gauge their hopes, fears and aspirations for the 

future well-being of the town. 

It represents the first major project of the newly formed ‘Sustainability Group’, a sub-group of 

the Society’s committee.  As stated in the Spring newsletter, one of the group’s first priorities 

was to ask of our members –  

 “What aspirations do we have for Alton’s future?  How effective can we be as 

 stewards of the town’s future development, and what should our priorities be as we 

 move forward?”  

The intention has been to reach out beyond the Society’s membership to all residents of Alton 

and the surrounding area.  The result was 186 responses, 169 of which were completed on-line, 

and 17 in hard copy form.  (Not all questions were answered by every respondent - this is made 

clear against the individual topic). 

 

The results 

Some of the survey’s questions (eight in all) were deliberately open-ended, thereby inviting 

residents to express their views freely, rather than attempting to force-fit their responses into 

pre-set answers.  However, this has necessitated careful analysis in summarising the outcomes, 

and in presenting the results in a coherent, ‘easy-to-read’ form.  This is the overall aim of the 

pages that follow.  

The analysis includes a number of ‘Commentaries’, containing observations and comments on 

the responses themselves.    

See the last page for our overall conclusions. 
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Question 1:   How long have you lived in Alton (approximately)?  

(186 responses) 
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Chart 1b 
  By percentage      

Commentary 
 

 This reflects an even demographic spread, suggesting a 'settled' population.  

 We might assume that the average period will reduce, as the rate of development in the town 
increases. 

 "Newer" residents seem equally keen to respond to the survey (19 have lived here 5 years or less) 

 There appears to be very little discernible correlation between time people have lived here and the 
kind of response they have given. 
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Question 2:   In a few words, how would you describe Alton’s character to an outsider? 

 [184 responses] 

Note:    Due to the wide variety of individual responses, these have been grouped by degree of 

         positivity  / negativity. 

 

Chart 2a:   Number of responses grouped by type (positive / negative) on a scale 1 to 10 
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Chart 2b: - 'Positives' by category 
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Chart 2c:  - 'Negatives' by  category 

Commentary 

 58% were generally positive, although there were a number of 'neutral' descriptions, eg "Small market 
town". 

 A significant number were positive with conditions/regrets: "Nice, but ...", many in relation to changes in 
the town's character. 

 Under 1) in Chart 2c some predominant comments were:  Boring, tired, down-at-heel, lost its character, 
struggling to find its identity. Under 2): Need for new shops, faded, downmarket.  Under 3): Poor planning 
decisions, loss of open space. 
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Question 3:  What are your main fears for Alton’s future? 

[186 responses] 

    

 

 

Chart 3b:  The most frequently expressed concerns, grouped within the above categories.               

              Note the inclusion of the Molson Coors site as a separate category, due the number of     

              specific concerns expressed. 
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Question 4:    If you were to choose three words to describe the character you would want 

  for Alton in 10 – 15 years from now, what would they be? 

[186 responses] 

 

 

  30 or so descriptions were missing or discarded as undecipherable. 

  The actual words used, and their frequency, are available separately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Chart 4b groups words that have been used into 4 broad categories for   

 analysis purposes:  Vibrancy, Character, 'Human', Well-being. 
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Question 5:  In your opinion what single step would have the greatest impact in making Alton 

a more attractive place in which to live and work? 

[183 responses] 

 

  Chart 5a shows the main topics for priority action, and the number of times  

               each topic is mentioned.  

 

 

 

Commentary 

 It’s important to note that this reflects a single action (“What is your absolute priority?’), despite  there 

being  several responses with more than one(!) 

 ‘Vision' and 'strategy' is often linked to the need for more responsive local government.  Other topics linked 

in a similar way are ‘parking' and 'high street', ‘investment and sport/recreation/entertainment, and 

employment and tourism. 
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Chart 5a:  Main areas for action 

Chart 5b:  The most commonly expressed actions under the top 6 topics 
 

 High Street:  Decent shops, more exciting, increase footfall, increase variety, more independents, more high 
quality. Regenerate, re-energise, reduce rents. 
 

Coors:  Careful.....clever.....imaginative....tasteful development needed.  For entertainment, not just housing, 
bring people into the town! 
 

Development (other):  A moratorium on new building, stop building houses with no gardens, no building on 
green fields, low-cost housing. 
 

Local Govt:  Councillors who really care, stronger local representation, more community involvement, a council 
with civic pride, same care as in Petersfield 
 

Transport:  Improve public transport, western / northern by-pass, less dependency on cars, train line to 
Guildford and Basingstoke. 
 

Vision/Strategy:  Create a 'Vision' and update regularly, a cohesive strategy, a holistic approach, focus on 
retaining young talent, encourage pride. 
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Question 6:  In improving the future health and well-being of Alton in a sustainable way, 

           what would be your biggest priorities?     

[185 responses] 
 

 

 

 

Commentary  

 Only ten percent of the overall ratings were 'LOW', suggesting that few of these topics are seen 
as unimportant.  

 Nevertheless, the breakdown shows a broad divide between the 'here and now' issues (top 5, 
where more than half rated these as High), compared with considerations for the ‘future’ (bottom 
5), not perceived as so urgent. 
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Question 7:   Would you support efforts to make Alton a ‘beacon of good practice’ on  

            sustainability issues?      

[169 responses] 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Chart 7:  Numbers and percentages 

Note: The 17 ‘non-responses’ included a few unclear opinions such as ‘I’m not sure’, 

 and ‘It  depends...’. - unsurprising perhaps, as we did not set out to define 

 ‘good practice’. 
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Question 8:   Are there any other comments you would like to add? 

[118 responses] 

1 Alton is, sadly, an "also ran to Petersfield" which has a range of interesting and good retail shops and 
restaurants to attract people into the town to actually shop and eat rather than "poke" around and go 
home.  The Coors site needs to be carefully planned and thought out to give good facilities such as a 
performing arts centre and not become another "lego land" housing complex. Better cycle lanes. Restrict 
the number of nail bars, tattoo shops and hairdressers which are taking over the town centre.  Alton is 
known for its charity shops and people come especially into the town to visit them, so this, in itself is not a 
problem, although there are probably enough now! Alton needs to be revitalised without losing its 
character. 

2 Community facilities are quite good but they need to be more "joined up" - maybe combining the 
Assembly Rooms - Community Centre is a good start. 

3 For the disabled! The pavements (some) are uneven, ugly and bumpy. Where it is proposed to build a 
Premier Inn (on the A31 round about) at present this area is covered orchids which are getting rarer, very 
much part of heritage! 

4 Why are similar sized towns such as Farnham and Petersfield so much more interesting and vibrant?  We 
regularly go outside the town for shopping and entertainment.  I feel that we only live here now because 
our children are at school, but once finished, would like to move away.  It is a shame, because I think 
Alton has real potential to be something special.  I think the town council is very old fashioned. 

5 Try not to lose the friendly small-town feel the place. Somewhere where people can feel they "belong", 
and not get lost as the might in a city or larger town. 

6 Alton is LOVED by all because it is nestled/surrounded by beautiful countryside - keep it green!  
Development of town centre should be in keeping with its heritage (style). 

7 Growth for Alton will be good and bring benefits.  However, in order to avoid grid locked dormitory we 
need a vision for the town centre (community and leisure complex) and infrastructure to support the 
growth - e.g. northern by-pass.   

8 Green belt protection.  Maintain ease of access and parking. Reducing/preventing copious litter levels 
along A31 verges.  Planning controls to reflect town's character/heritage e.g. Wokingham Berks.   

9 The people of Alton (from every quarter) care very much for the town - see all the fights on different issues 
- but it does seem as though those in charge have no understanding of this at all and act as if we do not 
matter. 

10 Alton has set out on pathways to achieve a vision and aspirations.  Alton 2020 is best example - now 
defunct.  It will be interesting to see how the Neighbourhood Plan is implemented. With Coors housing 
development and others numbers have already exceeded. It would be so good if Altonians could all pull 
together (elected and non-elected) to achieve common goals (above!).   

11 Need to reduce litter by enforcing high fines and short stay (three day gaol terms) as in North Carolina 
which is litter free.   

12 Acknowledgement of the efforts made by the churches in the town who work together to provide such 
things a debt counselling, food bank, street pastors. 

13 Cycling (since one way streets in town is very difficult).  Bikes are for riding not pushing! The cycle paths 
we have are in a disgusting state.  Never swept and full potholes.  A cycle path across Anstey Park would 
give one a route to Holybourne. 

14 It is groups like the Alton Society that preserves the community spirit in the town.   
15 The occupants of the new homes to be built around Alton will need jobs unless some large new employers 

are attracted to the town centre.  Alton may become and dormitory town serving London, Basingstoke etc.  
We may have to face up to office blocks in the town as an unappealing necessity.  The brewery site is the 
most obvious location.  The town’s shops and recreational facilities would then be there for the office 
workers. 

16 The greatest challenge will be the integration of a large number of new people into the town so that it is 
still a cohesive community.  Churches, schools, and charities could be key.  More to be made of Alton 
Maltings Centre and its extensive serving of the community. Investigate a new historic walk from Alton as 
source of River Wey, along the way to London.  Noting civil war, Farnham, Guildford etc.  Put Alton on the 
tourist map - Montgomery (Pax Hill, Binstead), Cardinal Newman, visitors to the Swan (Lord Nelson etc.). 

17 I have noted quite a lot of comments over the months about promoting walking / cycling versus driving in 
Alton. We need to be realistic, especially with the new housing that is coming. As the town grows, people 
are not going to walk /cycle to the station versus drive in the early morning -  nor to the shops if they need 
more than a few items. Relevant provision for parking is needed too. To think otherwise is optimistic. We 
don't have brilliant public transport folk can use instead... 

18 Before building more housing estates improve the facilities and stop Alton becoming a place where people 
just live in but go else where for shopping Tec. 

19 Alton is already a great place to live. This is partly because of the good & supportive nature of the majority 
of people, but also because of the few that 'go the extra mile' 
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20 The question is whether the ATC has the ability/drive to achieve the above - or whether EHDC cares 
about these issues. 

21 Get on with it now before the town dies on its feet! 
22 I have grave concerns for the future of Alton Community Hospital, and feel its demise would have a 

significant impact on the residents of the town. 
23 I've noticed a decline in areas being up kept in the short time I've lived here, my worry is it will get worse 

from council/ government cut backs. 
24 The town is a wonderful place to live. We just get treated so badly by the EHDC and this rubs off on the 

town council and so it feels like they just want us to become a dumping ground. 
25 Give thought to updating the sewage works which have started to smell once again, particularly evident 

on the A31 
26 Have all Independents on the Town Council 
27 Education about how our taxes, or "Subscription to Society" funds so much of what we benefit from, and 

contributes to developing a greater sense of community. 
28 New builds must consider parking requirements.  Most households have two cars as a necessity to be 

able to get around. 
29 There is a lot of apathy in the town, and the only way that the town can improve will be to engage with 

people, residents and employers alike. Not sure how to solve that problem - but until people decide they 
want to get involved, nothing is going to change. 

30 I think there is a lot of goodwill and a great many people involved in making Alton the best it can be, I think 
it would be good to bring these together 

31 Engagement between councils and community is crucial - promote our heritage and ensure the next 
generations can afford to live here and help our town to flourish 

32 There must be a way to encourage more of the young and working population to give their views - it's their 
future we're planning for! 

33 I feel very strongly that Alton is the "poor relation" in E. Hants. Petersfield is far more attractive to visitors, 
yet Alton has so much to offer the tourist. 

34 Sustainability only where real benefits are achievable on the scale Alton could impact.  Is Alton really a 
tourist attraction? Who are we attracting? 

35 Please don't let Alton just disappear.  
36 The term sustainability is being grossly misused in relation to planning issues. It is vital that the same 

mistake is not perpetuated. I would like to see Alton's role as a watershed and water catchment area 
recognised properly. 

37 Alton needs inspirational Leadership and a Strategic Plan to innovate and succeed. The Neighbourhood 
plan has been a good start and now much needs to follow. 

38 No chance of achieving until we have a new council. 
39 Twee labels like 'a beacon of good practice' are just so unnecessary and do not appeal to the masses.  

They actually put me off getting involved. 
40 We should get clean energy producers to set up in our industrial estate and promote solar panels on our 

industrial building's roofs. 
41 Build a proper theatre on Coors site for local drama & musical events. Move HQ EHDC to Alton! Why? 

Because Petersfield is now within SDNP. 
42 We are blessed with many individuals exceptionally well-equipped and motivated to help reshape and 

rejuvenate the town for the 21st century and beyond.  The canvas is not as blank as we might like but 
there is so much we could do to transform the town and its future and so little time to grasp the initiative 
before it is too late.  We live within a treasure which is disappearing before us. 

43 Can't think of any right now. 
44 I love this town, it's a great place to bring up our family, but there is little for the youngsters to do. They 

travel out of town and spend their money elsewhere. We must use the town plan to protect us from 
overdevelopment and help provide better facilities for our nippers.  

45 We all have dreams and visions of what our town ought to be.  Sadly the community's aspirations are 
stifled by all levels of government all the way from ATC to the EU Commission.  

46 The recent behaviour of the town council re: the Assembly rooms manager was to say the least 
disgraceful  

47 We should be building affordable housing or young people & families. Not having 4/5 houses built for 
people from outside the area so they can commute to London. We already have too much of this. The 
housing should be for local people also not people from other parts of the country. 

48 Shopping centre, better quality of shops, better quality cinema.  
49 Alton is at a crossroads and the outcome could be brilliant or another it could end up being like so many 

other characterless communities. 
50 Parking issues need to be addressed to give people more of a reason to shop here. 
51 Housing needs to be more affordable and there needs to be more housing available for working families. 

This includes restrictions on investors and landlords who are just looking to make money and take away 
the chance for families to get on the property ladder in the area. 

  



The Alton Society Shaping Alton’s Future -  Survey Results - Page 11 of 14  

52 The interests of Alton residents and small local businesses need consideration commensurate with that 
afforded to all tiers of government / authorities and big businesses.  

53 All Alton needs are a few more cool restaurants and bars to get younger people in as they are the future of 
the town 

54 I love that Alton is surrounded by countryside and while I acknowledge we need development please work 
 to retain that.  

55 I would like to see the High Street pedestrianised, but allowing cycling and mobility scooters. 
56 I am pleased that you are encouraging everybody to consider the long-term future of the town. 
57 * Important to follow Neighbourhood Plan and Town Design Statement.   

* Keep expansion limited to within and below wooded skyline. 
* Stick to 40% affordable housing on new developments. 
* Achieve some civic benefit from Brewery site.  

58 In the development of the Coors site we have the opportunity to make a centre for the town to be proud of 
and a legacy for our children and grandchildren. Build for the future and not just for today!! 

59 I love living in Alton, having moved from Basingstoke. We need things to bring people in for the day, not 
just for a couple of hours. Well advertised events and free parking when those events are on would help. 

60 Rather than prompting residents to be 'proud' of Alton, we need to focus instead on actions that will bring 
about a greater sense of civic pride naturally - projects that will have a tangible impact in giving the town a 
distinctive identity (energy, waste avoidance, consumption etc).    For this we need local authorities that 
are more democratic and more responsive to residents' needs and aspirations. 

61 The High Street is a mess. Sandwich boards are rampant. Our lovely heritage-style bollards etc. installed 
in the 90's are gradually disappearing. 

62 Clarity needed over communication strategy for Alton. We could do more to promote Alton and raise 
awareness of what is on offer and local events, clubs etc and more to bring together all the various forums 
we appear to have into one voice.  

63 The town council are a disgrace! Let's get some people in that actually care about the town and it's 
inhabitants, not just about money.  

64 The redevelopment of the Brewery site is a chance to turn Alton around ...... currently it is failing fast.  
Brewery Square in Dorchester should give inspiration.   

65 The "big society" is getting smaller as us oldies pass away. We cannot rely on Altonians to volunteer all 
the time 

66 Building more houses is NOT enough. There must also be reasons for all ages of people to live here, not 
just housing. 

67 Sort out the traffic issues of Greenfields Ave rat run before some is either seriously injured or killed 
68 The town cannot sustain the huge increase in building houses without supporting infrastructure. To 

prosper we need good independent shops. 
69 Our High Street and nightlife has been killed. As soon as this has happened everything has spiralled. We 

have unique chique, the George pub and some small independent shops. We need more and we need the 
places that draw people to us back. A new look, a few more independent shops that will be useful to the 
high street.  That makes people think 'I want to go to Alton for that'... rather than go elsewhere.  I live here 
and I never think of going into town apart from if I need last minute gifts from calliope or unique chique. I 
feel if we don't act quickly our reputation will be ruined. We don't have a sense of pride or community. And 
lots of advertising of events.  

70 Not sure about question 7. My answer would be maybe if I knew what it involved and how it would affect 
me.  I think we desperately need to improve the range of items we are able to buy in Alton. Most 
weekends a trip to larger towns is necessary for a specific item/s which means I will buy the other things I 
need there rather than in Alton. As I said before men's and ladies clothes, homewares, DIY such as 
Homebase or B&Q as Wickes is more building and trade orientated.  
Litter being dealt with. My street is a prime example. 

71 I would love the option to become more active in making Alton a town to be proud of. 
72  I have just returned after a fifteen year absence and am proud to be an Altonian again! A lot of good 

things have been achieved in my absence. 
73 Stop are town turning in to nepal band building  ?? of any more OAP homes 
74 We need more housing if we want the town to continue to have people from all walks and ages of life 

living in it. 
75 Stop trying to make the town bigger without adding to the amenities and to do something that will bring 

people to visit and spend money here. 
76 Any push on sustainability or green energy would require serious investment. Such a landmark project 

would be great for civic pride and regeneration. Where will the investment come from?  
77 A more transparent town council who look after the needs of everyone, not the minority, would help.  
78 Worried about the loss of shops on the high street since we moved here. With many closures people 

seem to be shopping elsewhere. I like the unique independent shops Alton has to offer. The Xmas market, 
farmers markets and craft markets are also nice to bring the community Together.  

79 Don't waste time arguing about new houses being built - it's going to happen - just plan to accommodate 
them well. Farnham and Petersfield are thriving I believe - what are they doing that we aren't?  
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80 Bring Alton alive by adding shops and more to interest the community in general 
81 Think the future should be great if the right opportunities and investment are taken now. 
82 I feel there could be more focus on the facilities that help build a community. The sports centre is a key 

issue which needs to be replaced  
83 Alton needs to rediscover its identity 
84 More shops bigger shops Next home Primark etc 
85 We should look to Farnham, Petersfield and Alresford all have maintained their standards and evolved 

nicely. Alton has been allowed to go slowly downhill there must be reasons why?  
86 Should not be a need for litter picking if civic pride exists. Construction companies should be made to 

complete work to a high standard and within time, providing everything agreed beforehand. Eg Barley 
fields development still an eyesore and no green community space as promised 

87 I understand that we need more housing but without improvements to infrastructure shopping healthcare 
provision and community buildings and employment opportunities this will be a overpopulated dead town 

88 Listen to residents and don't let ATC or EHDC made a decision based on money!!  
89 As well as supporting niche shops it would be good to develop a range of high quality events that will bring 

a wide range of people from many places to Alton through the year 
90 No. 
91 Good luck! In spite of the truly excellent Neighbourhood Plan which raises ones hopes, the proposals for 

Manor Park have all but dashed that... Then there's the Butts Bridge... But Alton COULD be a great(er) 
little town.  

92 Alton can change without outgrowing what the town is, brewery needs to be, visitor centre . cinema. 
bowling . restaurants . picnic area and parking . its so simple to improve without overgrowing . We need to 
bring income to the town and have more say without ageing town council  

93 We have to be careful to make sure development is done in a sustainable and sympathetic way. Esp A31 
junction, Coors site and Will Hall Farm/Greenfields developments. 

94 I love Alton and I accept things change.  One used to walk down town and it would take ages as you 
always met someone you knew, not so much now. I don't know how you defy progress! 

95 None that would make any difference 
96 Alton needs greater autonomy in local decision - making.  
97 The developments planned across the town must enable us to provide a community and sports centre to 

be proud of - they are both an embarrassment currently.  There is such an opportunity to create an open 
space area on brewery site as well as providing housing.  Lastly we must protect our High St - or we will 
not have any left! This fundamentally is impacted through car park charges.  

98 The infrastructure must be improved to support all of the new housing developments 
99 Alton is so fixed in keeping the past that it does not allow a future by stopping high street chains and 

development we will very soon not have a town.  
100 Without a town council who really care and support the town and what it can offer, then the Alton Society 

will have an uphill struggle which I wish you well on.  
101 Recent road changes are badly conceived and will cause more problems and frustrations than they will 

cure.  
102 I would be very happy to contribute to discussions on the direction of this community  
103 Save the town before its too late 
104 Sadly Alton is losing its identity as a market town, people are discouraged from visiting due to high 

parking charges, the high street looks run down with many empty shops and people are travelling to 
bigger shopping centres because their shopping needs are not being met locally! 

105 Careful consideration of redeveloping the Brewery site needs to be a priority. Better to build houses here 
then lose the green countryside. 

106 Cameras on all lampposts so those dog walkers who don't pick up can be prosecuted which would go a 
long way to a cleaner Alton 

107 Greed is taking over the essence of Alton, it's such a shame having to watch this beautiful town being 
destroyed  

108 Alton's a fantastic place to live but it needs to grow to develop and provide opportunities for people of all 
ages 

109 I've very much enjoyed living in Alton for the last 6 months and plan to live here for many years to come. 
What it does seem to be missing though is things going on all year round. You have a beautiful park in 
town but unless I'm not looking in the right place, nothing ever seems to happen there. Small events, 
spoken word, music, all that kind of thing. I often find myself going elsewhere at weekends, only visiting 
Alton once a month, as there's not really anything to do there but shop once you've visited the museum 
etc once! I also think that the high street should be a car free zone, for buses and bikes only. The 
atmosphere would be much nicer.  

110 Because of pinch points either side of the brewery site what eventually goes there has all the potential to 
create major disruptment for town users. Careful thought needs to be given particularly to traffic 
management as the towns population grows faster than at any other time in its history. 

111 Local people to be consulted instead of outside influence by non residents.   
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112 I fear for the towns future.  Redevelopment of the Coors brewery will be an important indicator of the town' 
direction. 

113 Affordable housing and better parking provision for LOCAL people who also work in the town needs to be 
a priority. Better rural bus links. Reopen the line to Basingstoke..  

114 Why the brewery isn't being made into a sports centre (big enough roof surely) and housing along the 
railway embankment side? Having given Coors the sports-field as a leaving present has the council no 
vision? 

115 No apologies for giving much the same answer under each heading, but I really do think that an 
infrastructure that ensures sustainability is a necessary condition of an improved Alton.  This is 
infrastructure in its widest sense - schools, health, roads/traffic, recreation (thus open spaces), and utilities 
are all important. 

116 We must strive to maintain a balance between kinds of housing, housing and commerce, maintain green 
space and planting. We should always aim to make the town beautiful. 

117 We need a better coherent vision and leadership to preserve Alton as a rural town. It is not suburban and I 
hope it never will.  

118 Potentially, an auspicious and exciting future lies ahead for Alton but we are light-years behind where we 
should be. This is the time for leadership with a clear vision of the future and creative, innovative thinking. 
Clearly the brewery site is central to this. 

 

  

Commentary 

In summary, the general tone of these comments is very consistent with previous responses:  We 

live in a caring community, but residents have real fears for the future. 

The town centre and the scale and speed of development are the over-riding concerns, with much 

hope pinned on the Coors site.  (See also Overall Conclusions below). 
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Overall Conclusions 

Although the responses to the survey have been many and varied, there are a number of 

common themes:  

 A strong feeling of a caring community;   

 The character of a small market town, much valued but regarded  as seriously 

under threat; 

 A real fear for Alton’s future, shared by many: the rate of development we are 

experiencing without the prerequisite infrastructure, and above all the state of 

our High Street - seen as dull, neglected, and lacking in investment, are key areas 

of concern.   

Whilst the sense of pride in Alton is still significant (for example when describing the town to 

an outsider in the answers to Q 3), when the opportunity is offered to comment on the current 

state of the town, and where it is going, people have been brutally honest.  Our local councils 

come in for considerable criticism and the Molson Coors site features repeatedly as a golden 

opportunity to improve the town, and one that those in power seem not to recognise.   

Indeed, there is a real synergy in (on one hand) the two main concerns that dominate the 

responses (state of the town centre and infrastructure to support the rate of development), 

and (on the other) the potential benefits to the local community of a better Development Brief 

for the Molson Coors site.  In a number of responses to Q8 (“Any other comments...?”) the 

potential that the brewery site offers is seen as a way of beginning to address the town’s 

problems in a tangible way.  This surely cannot be ignored by those making policy decisions 

affecting Alton’s future.   

In terms of priorities for action, the responses to Q6 are significant, with five topics emerging as 

most important:  A more vibrant High Street, better community facilities, a greater sense of 

civic pride, more independent and ‘niche’ shops and a greater recognition of Alton’s heritage. 

 

 


